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To the Right Worſhipful 
| Richard Garforde, 
| AND | 


Robert Burdet, 
Eſquires. 


| And the reſt of his Be- 


loved Pariſhioners, late Af- 
ſertors of his innocency, 


; and Proteftors againſt his 
! groundleſs and furious Per- 
| Right Werſbipful and wel-beloved, 

| O you of all men this 
| | dication, and from you 
| muſt needs demand its 
| to your good in the InfiruRion 
(a2) | and 


ecutions. 
Treatiſe oweth its De- 
| Patronage : for that in order 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


and eftabhſhment of you in the 
order ofthe Goſpel, and Ordi- | 
nances of Jeſus Chriſt : it hath 
been preached once and again, 
and is now Prontea:. you Catt- 
not be inſenſidle how you bep- 
tizcd Mc mbers of the Catholick | 
{ hurch were diſperſed,as Sheep 
without 8ny'Shepherd:, nay by 
the Congrepatignal Anabap- | 
tiſtical principles and praiſes, : 
and-in order to their Schiſms.., 
tical Church-garbering defign, 
you wore 6» Rode Ruſt Faokſh: | 
1/c and Bapiiſm-bleſpheming : 
Simplen,, peganizid and pro | 
claimed Dogs, aliens and ſtr an- * 
gers to the Common-wealth of | 
1[rael: when the zealous im- : 
portunity of ſome among you, | 
meeting in me with a real psry 
vf your Pagan poſture, did en- 
page me to take of you, as a 
Church of: JelurChriſt,the care 
and otargtz)]. was copkrained 
hs | by: 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

to lay again the Foundations 
theſe: wicked mea had razed; 
and co inform you in the 'firf 
rudiments of Religion, and firff 
ordiu axces of worſhip, that you 
might underſtand the dignity 
aud duty 'of your Baptiſm, ih 
which 1: finde ſuch daingriin 
common capacicy:, that "the 
things you beard you muſt hear 
egain, and indeed Read before 
many will receive them, I be- 
tng-come among you, and (b 
Godt bleſſing on my Miniſtry 
having reduced you into ſome 


3 order, convinced ſome perſons 


of their Reb2prized vanity,ond 


4 Parents of che finfull negleR 
1 of their /nfants inteceft in the 


Covenant : have met with. gio- 
tent oppoſition, and mal:t!bus 
interruptions in the work of 
God:confriining me to prexch 
wats you the Goſpel of Trath 
throu7h much contention; whttes- 
(a3) un 


—_ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


in yet through grace 7 have | 


waxedbeld, You are manifeſt 
Witneſſes that the Anabap- 
tiſts will Baprize with fire and 
fury, ſuch as they cannot Bap- 
rize With water in the way of 
their folly : By what clamours 


have they clouded 'my name. 
(repreſenting me uncivil, whilſt | 


for fear of the Law they durſt 
not render me prognene ) how 
they have by falle 


prejudiced preſent powers, by 


falſe accuſations, palpable per- ' 
jary, extrajudicial Proceſs, par- 1 


tial and prejudiced Judges (of 


their own picking) and impla- | 


cable fury darkned my credir, 
weakned my Miniftery, diſtur- 
bed my peace, and endeavour- 


edfs ſtop my mouth, you and | 


all the Churches of God can- 
not but know, The guilt and 
odium whereof you have ta- 


ken from your ſelves by your 


ſea- 
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The Epiſile Dedicatory. 

ſcaſonable Artteſtation to my 
Tnnocencie, and ſerious proteſt 
againſt cheir groundleſs cruel- 
ty, wherein / bleſs God 7 can 
rejoyce, It # the canſe that 


_ wakes the Martyr, and what is 
the cauſe of all that calamity 


they have to me created ; Lec 
the fretting of their ſpirits, 
when your Pulpit ſounded the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm us to be 


1 adminiſtred ; your Reverend at- 


tendance on that Ordinance # de- 
fred: their railing ſpeeches on 


4 alloccafions uttered againſt /x- 


fant Baptiſm, their iuveltivg 


} Letters to me written,(which 7 


keep as Monuments of their 
folly and malice) their often 


ſtragling to ſet up Oats, Knowls, 


Lamb, Simpſon , to blaſpheme 
Gods Ordinances ; and at laſt 
violent and unjuſt intruſion of 
obs Simpſon into the” Bapriſ- 


| wal Staſon of the Sabbath, to 


(a4) the 
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the excluding of that Ordi- 
nance, and vilifying the ſame 
in tbe Gght of che People, and 
that not only in its /ubjef7s,but 
in 3 /e!f, openly teaching bap- | 
tiſm is no ground of Communion 
with ive Charch viſible ; Wit- 
neſs :©.all the world, if 7 ſuf- 
fer as an evil doer, Whoſe Ox 
or Aſs haye taken? what Law 
have 7 violated > whom did Z 
injurein word or deed ? How 
often have 7 ſought for compe- 
tent impartial. Judges, that 
might convia me ? and propo- 
fed ways of Accommodation 2 
admitted them, when ſought by 
my enemies, whoſe Return 
hath beenwe will have no peace, 
”o agreement, no arbitration 
may, my engines being Judpes, 
the. Srogjnd of: their quarrel 
andenmity , is my endeavours 
to returnyou into order; and 
their cry is, He will not let 
2 Oy Simp- 
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The Epiftle Deditatory. 
Simpſon preach. $0 that be- 


caaſe / will not ſuffer :hat wo- 
man Jczabel to teach and ſednce 


the Lordrpeople, I maſt be lozd- 


ed with catumny.and followed 
with vexa'ion : Well beit fo, 
I will bleſs God for ſupporting, 
and wait on' bim for ſaving 
mercy , aftd pray that you may 
be more confident in the truths 
confirmed by my Sufferings, 
wherein you alſo have bo:n 
your ſhare, I cannot but ob» 
ſerve how Heretical Milice 
bath erampled on your digni- 
ties and gravitics by Military 
inſolercy, and vulpar rudeneſs, 
yet hath God hitherto given 
you hearts, to adhere*ts* me 
and thetruthsbyme witnefſed. 
Whilſt you have owned myMi» . 
niſtry ; under ſo great a Fight 
of afflit:o5, 1] etnnot but hope 
you will doit ftill, and be more 
confirmed . in the wertme ' and 
(a5) value 


 —— 


The Epiſile Dedieatory, 


valne of your recesved Baptiſm, | 
both which are bere plainly | 
and praQically propounded to 
your view, Many eminent men | 
have moſt fully debated the 
Controverlie, and defended | 
your /nfants. Right 20 B aptiſms, 
bur of their Labours, I obſerve 
the vulgar makelictle uſe ; for | 
PraQical-conviftion of fin, I find 
to be the beſt confutation of er= 
- ror, and havethereforeattem- 
pted. ic in the enſuing Treatiſe 
for its ſtile and method, ſuited 
to vulgar capacity; receiveit as | 
a tokea of my true affction to 
Four Souls, and Gods holy Or- | 
dinances, read it as the direti- | 
on of your duty, learn by it to 
prize Baptiſm, as the high Pri- 
viledge of you and yours, and 
in doing and ſuffering, ſhew 
forth the vertue and value of 
the Covenant of God on your 
8:fh, liviog as Baptized "9 
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The Epifile Dedicatory. 


the name of Father, Son, and 
Holy Gboft, to which end you 
may be aſſured as of the endea- 
_ , ſo the carneft prayers 
of, 4 


Your greatly reproached and 
perlecuted, bur yet really 
innocent, and re- 
| ſolvedly zealous 
Paſtor, P 


Zach. Crofton. 


Ts 


READER. 


(onrteors Reader, 

=« Hou cant riot be ſuch 
a ſtranger in oor 1/- 
racl.,, as to be igno- 
rant of my ſufferings 
| bythe intrufion of 7h» Simp- 
{| ſen into my Pulpir,and amongſt } 
\, my People: I doubt not but 
chou msyeſt well with many 
other enquire the reaſon of my 
reſiſtance, the which is written 
1n.ſyth /egible Charatters, that 
juſt men and zealous Chriſtians 
cannot but Run and Read them, 
I have in a ſmall Buck, called 
Right Re-entered, given the 
| world ſome account, as to my 
' 0 - own 


—_ a 
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To the Reader, 
own perſonal Reaſons, wherein 
had I been filenr, can any that 
know fob Simpſon, 2 man fub- 
je ro ſach windings aud rury- 
3»gs;that hecannot'to his own 
Proſelytes appear to be the 
ſame chis year he was the 
laſt: A man under judicial 
* Parhamentary | 
reyſnre for bis Eve * = Com- 
rOFS 5 «4 man by rar 9 —4 
the moft ' fage niftere. 
grave and pious 
* Miniſters of this «1 ned th 
City ( the place jjnow to the 
of his Reficence) rub. 
branded as aSedu- 
cer from the Trath of Jeſus 
Chfiſt, « man for Sedition 
( ſo owned by himſelf ) im 
priſoned , baniſhed , and 
aflited, as an cvil-doer 
a man of ſuch violenre, com» 
motion , arviſien , confuſion, 
diſtraltien , diſorder , that 'B2 
CITED BET __ foopſgate 


I es oe 


To the Reader. 


ſhopſgate and Aldgate muſt | 
_ lament the day of his be- 

ing inthe midſt of them, And 
yet enquire why ſhould Mafter 
Crofton ſo much withſtand 
7obn Simpſons preaching , but 
ifheorall his Adherents were 
(as they never can be) able co 
acquit him from theſe Blots 
thar muſt needs render him un- 
fic for Goſpel-work : yet Ma- 
ſter {7ofron hath too roo juſt 
cauſe to withſtand his Miniſtry, 
not only for his unjuſt intruſt- | 
on, and diſ-ingenuous filence, 
under any propounded conve- 
niencie for the people, and ma- 
Llrious exerciſe of his pretended 
Miaiſtery, to the mezr humor» 


—_— — — — 


l ing of an envious, prophane 


Faction, purſuing nothing but 
Confuſion and Diſorder, note 
having any Aſſembly ofhis own 
to engage him to it. But for 


1 _ thoſe Falſhoods , that in the 


name 


Tothe Reader. 


name of the Lord he doth 
utter to the decrying of Gods 
holy Ordinances, and danger of 
mens Salvation; herein he is 
frequent, and of which I ſhou'd 
(were it not that my weak pec- 
ple are apt to take boldneſs to 
ſie under his Miniſtry from my 
heariog him) make & full de- 
tection : Can any man think 
Minifterial zeal, canin the leaſt 
admit an «fteryoons contraditt;= 
on, of a forencons Deftrine of 
Truth. T have before xoted to 
the world , that he no ſooner 
violently entred my Chorch, 
and interrupted ſome of Gods 
Ordiuances , but he preſently 
vilifying , thoſe he could not 
hinder, openly averred, that to 
learn. a Catechiſm was not to 
worſhip God; you might as well 
take your childres to rhe Market 
or Fair, and buy them Baubles, 
Rattles, and Hobby Horſes as 
= Re ---.- _ 
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| _—_ly deny that he ſpake it, ht 


Tv the Reader, 
Catechiſms, 1 well know that 
he did with moſt prophane im- 
pudence in the Pulpit at Grear 
Al-hallows\, and in my own 
Palpit make a drexdu!l appeal 
to God, Angels and Men, that 
he never Preached ſuch Do- 
Qrine; butI have offered, and 
do yer offer, if he will be con» 
vided before any competent 
Judges , to convince him by 
ſomeof his late Proſelyres, and 
many others that heard him 
Ipeak it, and after moſt wicked- 


muſt not think but we know 
the Serpentine wiſdom of Sedu- 
cers leads them 10 deny they 
Jpake the doftrine they divulge, 
if the time and other Circum- 
ſtances will not defend them in it. 
And yer inthe Sermon wherein 
he would deny this notion, be 
'doth but Familiftically Spirity» 
alize, and runs into this afſer- 
5 tion 


To the Reader. 


tion, which is yet Tantamount, 
That it is groſs ignorance to ſay, 
or think that the trathing of Ca» 
rechivical beads of Relrgion 
the way to bring any man ro the 
knowledge of Chrift, T confeſs 
this contempt of cazechizing 
was in my cars, but a pane 
xm to the decrying of Infant 
Baptiſm , which engaged me 
to attend his Wedveſday Le- 
Qures for ſome few days, when 
he was from 1 Peter 3.21; 
Treating of Baptiſm, whereit\ / 
heard many abſurdries, falſe 
interpretatiors, and — 
ous expreſſions uttered; bur 
at ler gth found bim that pre- 
tends he had * ru» = , 
ever the bogs of Fa» * M# Bu 
mii, Js or to. of Fol 
have bren ſwallowed 1h; gift. to 
up in them, to bave the Reader, 
fallen apto the arm | 
holes,if not over head and tary 
, . . Or 


To the Reader. 


for not only did he deſpiſe 
Pade-Baptiſm by the contem- 
ptible terms of Baby-ſprinkling, 
cozening Infants, and the like , 
but proclaimed ater-Bapti/m, 
the very Ordinance ir felf, to 
be nothing worth ;. and the /ps- 
rit inward Grace , the anſwer of 
a good conſcience, tobe all in all, 
even wnto communion with the 
Charch viſible , and this he did 
in a full Diſcourſe, half an hour 
long, directed to his own Pro- 
ſelytes, with many inveQives a- 
aft ſoch as would not admit 
ommunien with the unbaptized 
3n fie. theſe nullifying noti- 
ons of Gods Ordinance, 7 
could not bear, and refolving 
they ſhould not corrupt on my 
Komack, or he have liberty to 
make a falſe appeal, to God, 
Angels and Men, in the denial 
of what he bad delivered,or ro 
complain, 7dealt not fairly by 
him, 


To the Reader. 


him , publickly to render him 
erconious before 7 had charged 
him perſonally, / did on the day 
on which he preached it, _ 
the 2. of Seprember 1657. an 

eſloon as Sermon was ended, 
repaire to my Study , and writ 
unto him this Lettec follow- 


ing. 


Mr. Simpſon, 
1 did this day with no little trouble 
bear your Diſcourſe, and pretermitting 


your incongruous, impertinent expreſ- 
fions, and miſapplicacion of Scripture, 
with many Ocdinance=degrading and 
Church-confounding ſpeeches, you laid 
dewn this inference, That Bapriſme is 
not the ground of communion with the 
Cturch, but real graee the anſ*er of n 
good conſcience, by the Reſurretion 
of Chriſt from the dead + and there- 
fore you did declare, Thigh a man 
were altogetber ignorant of the doQrin 
of Bypciſm, and had never p3fſed un- 
der that outward O.dinance, you 
could own him as a member of the 
Church, and hold communion with 
bim, and admit him to all the Ordi- 

nances 


To the Render. 


pw of Jeſus Ctrih-: and -—& to 
7 poſe you deifuy Fir, I 
confer, the anſwer of & good con,cience 
% ouly known to God, I camnor belicus 
God bath made is the Ground of com- 
munion with men, avd outward Bay- 
tiſm 16 bethe firſt Ordinance of God, 
30 the Church and external $661 of the 
Covenant, and the very door of admil- 
hon intothe Church ercfed by Feſus 
Chriſt , and reckon'd by the 1xApſile 4- 
mong the Ta coryeic Thy exe 
Ty Meotyiov T4 © 3 4nd ſe in all A 
£e4 of the Church made the foundation 
of. the Church Ordinances in foro 
Eceleſiz 3 ] cannot conſers to commuti- 
on with ſuch as are unbepriged, big muſt 
fear in tbis caſe,God may ſay to me as to 
8'emin Iſn.44.7. For thongh outward 
baptiſm with:u: inward Grace can carry 
n0 man 10 beavucn, yct the Church cannoe 
without palpable, projancneſs. admini- 
Is -- nifter other Ordinances of Communion to 
{| S#be unbaptizcd; I proj yon tell me whe- 
aber you do not in vain preſs me to out - 
ward Baptiſm, wen you rcll me, I 
may live and die in Commmunion 
with the body of Chiiſt all my dayes, 
Bad yet never know the DoQrine, nor 
pzile under the Ordinance of wacer- 
Bapiſa, 
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To the Reader... 


Baſtiſm ? 1s Aiviim become an Adie- 
phor 0n? theft hgs I thu? timely fgnt- 
fie to 'y0u 'fo © prevem miuſtahes 
(defiring yay arguments” for yertr 'pofs- 
tion oy tht jont Cirtd* Scripture, 
Rom. 15. 7. 4th not conclude is) but 
is farre wide) to which I promiſe you d 


ſrecdy an(wer ,unleſs they be convincing 


50 
Z&th, (rofion, 


| Sept. 21657, 


Though this letter was by s meffen+ 
ger ſenr of purpoſe, delivered into his 
band , dipagenimus be never returned 
anſwer to iether in publick or privary 
but (ufered theſe concemptible nations 
to abide on the ſpirir of the people, us 
It they were Gofpl truths. Having ob» 
ſerved his lilence and reſolving to leave 
bim wichour excule, I wrote unco hit 
this ſecond Letrer, | 

Sir, 1 did.this day ſevenday fignifie 
my diſfathfaftion in your PoArine, and 
diſlike of this 0!d Familiftical noon 
J0u publifhtd:, I demanded your reaſons 
but bave received none, Sir, T.hink 
you nd that it is your duty toconvince 
gainlayers', 6r can I paſs in filence, 
Bapciſme-annilicating norions, I 64n- 

nos, 


 Tothe Reader, 


20s, 7 will not, Sir, I once more de- 
mand your drguments , and that a: you 
are 4 manof any ingenuity wills g ts 
give an account of your Doftrine. 


Seps.9.16 57. Zach, Crofton, 


This alſo he received , but 
paſſed it in filence,and never to 
this day, gave any the leaft 
anſwer to defend or retract his 
error: If therefore 7 find him 
obſtinate after the firſt and ſecond 
admonition , I hope 7 ſhall not 
beblamed for rejefting bim 4: 
an Heretic, , and withſtanding 
him from filling my Peoples 
Heads with low thcughes of | 
Gods Ordinances,and the high 
Priviledgcs of Grace , whoſe 
tongues can already ſpeak too 
deſpicably of them : God ha- 
Yirg in his Providence brought 
me to the Sefiov of Baptiſer in 
my courſe of Carech»zing, and 
given me a little breathing 
ipace 
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ſpace from the vio'ent perſecu- 
tions of his Abettors, ] thoughe 
it to be my duty to diftate to 
my people, the dignity of Bap» 
riſm, and knowing thac many 
heard his Error, who would nor 
hear the corceRion of it I have 
committed it to the Preſs, and 
ſent ic into publique view, ſub- 
mitcing it and my oppoſition of 
the Seducer that occaſioned it, 
to thy Cenſure, deſiring thou 
mayeſt ſhake off prejudice, and 
read with ſeriouſneſs and ſobri- 
ety, whereby I doubt not bur 
thou mayeft finde profit ; for 
which he prays, who ſeeth a 
Divine Stamp on every Qut- 
ward Goſpel-Ordinance. 


Zach. Crofton, 
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A SHORT 


\ CATECHISM, 


BRIEFLY 
Propounding , and plainly 
ſhewing the 


VERTUE 


AND 


| Palue of BAPTISM. 


O R, 

The following Tzzar1sn 
fitted to the weak capacity of 
ſuch People as deſire to be 
confirmed in the Natare 4nd 
Neceſſity of BAPTISM, 
ageinſt the Contempt and 
Negle@& thereof. 


By Zach:riab Crefton, Miniſter at Bo- 
tolph Algate, London, 


Lendon, Printed by D.M. for F. Nuthal 
living inthe Minorics,1658 
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(1) | 
A Short 


CATECHISM, 


Briefly propounding 
and plainly ſhewing 


the vertue and value of 
BAPTISM, 


i Q Hat is your name ? 
MC: M---: 
V \ Q. Who gave 
qouthic name? 
| Al, My Pa- 
rents, the natural Authors of my be- 
ing, and Inſtruments of my Intereſt 
inthe Covenant of God. ; 
Q. When did they give you this 
name ? 
4. In my Baptiſm, when I was de- 
dicated to God, and by the waſhing 
A 2 of 


(2) 
of my body in pure water fitted for 
approach to him, 

Q. What is B-ptiſm 

4. It isa folemn and Religious ap- 
plication of water by the hand of a 
lawfull Minſter to fit ſubjeRs to fig- 
n:fie the blood of Chriſt, and Seal 
the Govenant of Grace, 

Q, What is the ourward fign in 
Raptiſm ? 

A. Water,in oppoſition to all other 
elements; and pure water without 
any mixture or compoſition ; for ſo 
Chriſt did appoint, and his appoint- 
ment doth ſtamp dignity on that de- 
ſpicable Element, 

Q. What is the inward Grace in 
Baptiſm ? 

A. The blood of Jeſus Chrift with 
its properties and effects, the remiſsi- 
on of fin, and regeneration of the 
ſoul, i f 

Q. Is Bajti[m only a fign to repre- 
ſens theſe things to our mind? 


A. No, but alſo a ſeal to ratifie | 


| them to our ſoul; and therefore a 
right unto the Promiſe is the ground 
of Baptiſm, and Bapriſm a reaſon of 
eur Faith in the Promile ro be arr 


(3) 
ded in Prayer for obtainmenr. 
. What is the forarof Baptiſm 7 
, The Application of water, by 
Dipping, or Sprinkling; for the man- 
n2r is of no moment, fo i be done fo- 
lemaly andrreligiouſly,as a ſacred Or- 
dinance by Divine Inſtitution, with 
Prayer to God, and' a. Dedication of 
the perſon baptiz:d, unto the name 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
Q: Whois to adminifter Baptiſm ? 
A. Alawful, and none but a law- 
ful Miniſter ; for Baptiſm is an aQ of 
Office and argument of Faith ; there- 
fore to be applyed by authority z and 
then the Baptiſm of women, and pri- 
vate men is void and null.. | 
Q. Who are fit ſubjefs 10 be bap- 
ted Þ 
A: Such, all ſuch, and only ſuch / 
as are in Covenant with God ; for the 
qualification that muſt guide the 
Church in-applying Baptiſm, muſt be 
Intereſtin the 6ovenant; and theſe are - 
two ſorts. r. Infidels converted to the 
Faith, 2. The Infants of one or both 
Chriſtian Parents. 
Q. By what muſt Infidels converted 
20 the Faith be judged, within he C0» 
A3 venars, 
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wenant , and fis (ubjets to be bap» 
zized, 
p "* By making a profeſsion of (e- 
ving faith, which may be done by 
| men in the gall of bitterneſs, and 
bond of iniquity, not ſaving profeſſi- 
on of faish, importing fiacerity of grace, 
nor by a well ordered converſation 
for Gods Miniſters muſt judge by a 
preſen: viſible ſign, and they cannot 
ſcarch the heart : And Plants are to 
be ſer in the Church before we look 


|-_ For fruit; Baptiſm is a Bond unto a- 


mendment of life, 

Q. How can it be proved that the in- 
fants of Chriſtian Parents are with in 
the Covenant and to be baptized ? 

A. During the adminiſtration. of 
Covenant in the times of the Old 
Teſtament; - the natural ifſue of Gods 
people, before they ated their faith, 
even as ſoon asthey were born, were 
within the Covenant. The form of 
the Promile is, I will be 1by God, an1 
the God of ty ſeed ; Circumciſion 
the Seal of the righteouſneſs of faith, 
was ſer in their fleſh at eight days old. 


|| ) God claims the natural iflue of his 


| | Covcgant-prople as his own, when 


he 


: + 04 
he calls them out of Egyyt, Exod.5.r, 
chargeth them with dury, Deut. 14.2. 
complaineth of Idolatay, Epbeſ. 16.21. 
Chaſtiſeth their ſin, Ames 3.2; And 
Chriſt calls the Jews natural , the 
children of his Kingdom , and placeth 
in them the Right to the mercies he 
broughr , whilſt the Gentiles were 
Dogs licking up the cru ms, 

Q. But what is the intcreft of Tu- 
fants iu the Old Teſtament 10 us under 
the new ? 

A. Very much ; for whilſt we ſee 
they have been in Covenant, it will 
dire& us to fee a very clear reverſal 
and plain limitation of the Cove- 
nant before we part with ſuch a birth- 
right and priviledge ; for common 
Juſtice will not ſuffer us without good 
warrant te change a Fee-farm to our 
ſelves and heirs, for a Leaſe for rerm 
of Life; and we need a clear reaſon 
to convert the Jews from the old Co- 
yenant, whereby they begor an boly - 
ſeed ro God, unto a ſtraiter Cove- 
nant, thar provides for the Parent,bur 
leaves the child prophanegand cſtran- 
ged ro Cod, The cnemies of our 
Bapriſm, cry for an expreſs command 

A 4. 9 


m— 


(6s) 
to baptize Inf2nts 3 but inftead of 
ſhewinp any, we think we have good 
reaſon toſay, we as ſuch infants, Go 
by a Jong Tenure an intereſt in the 
Coven?nt ; ſhew us a clear Goſpel 


"Writ of Ejection, if you think now to 


diſpoſſeſs vs. 

Q. But have you any good grourd in 
the New Teftament on which infants, 
& the natur:!l iſſue of belicuing Pa 
rents may claim an 4: tcreft in the 6 ove- 
nant? 

A. Yes, very much, when we con- 
fider little ſucking Babes brought in 
arms to be received by the Lord Je- 
Jus to b: blefled by him, to be decla- 
red members of the K:nzdom of hea- 
Yen, propounded as ſuch who ought 
ro be received in his name, as his diſ- 
Cciples, and not to be offended; all 
which are the bleſsings of the Cove- 
nant : and that the Apoſtleaffirms of 
the Gentiles ingrafted in, as well as 
the Fews cut f in Rem. 9. Thar if the 
fiſt-fruits,then the whole lump is ho- 
ly ; if the root, then the branches are 
holy; and the branches do partake 
of the fatneſs of the olive : we muſt 
caſt away our reaſons if we ſee not 

| , In- 
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Infanrs intereſt in the Covenant. 

Q. But hve you not yet ſome plai icy 
Scriptures to prove their 11ule ? 

A. Yes, the Apoſtle doth expreſly 
ſay the Infants of one Chriſtian Pa+ 
rent is holy, 1 Gor 7.14, of real boli- 
xeſs none underſtand it ; nuural bolt- 
n ſs raking away the blot of baſtardy, 
ſuppoſing Faith eſſential ro Marriage 
IS t0O ridiculous ro be received, and 
then ir muſt n2eds mean a fe1eral ho- . 
lineſs by the extent of the Covenant, 
and in the eſteem-of the Church; 
Andiin Aﬀs 2.38. the Apoſtle ſaith 
expreſly, The promiſe is ts you, and 30 
your children : This promiſe cannor 
be of extraordinary Gifts; becauſe it 
is extended to all thar ſhall be called; 
nor is it ro children when cuffed , for. ' 
that were not to them ascb:{4reax : the 
Hely Ghoſt doth not uſe co ſpeak 
non-ſenſe, and expreſs perſona! qualt- 
fications by terms of relation , bur 
tels the believer, his c'1ildren as his - 
children have a priviledge in the Co- 
venamt above other mens children ; 
ſo that it is plain ſuch Infants are 
within the Covenant, and accord- 
ing to their capacity to enjoy 
rhe 


(s) 
the Seals and Privitedges thereof, | 

'Q. Butthey are not capable of being. 
baptizcd, becauſe they can af notbing in | 
thc Ordi- ence, nor can they make 4pro- | 
feſrion of F.tich, and Repent mce. | 

A. Nor is ſuch capacity needfull ; 

= for profeſsion gives no right to Bap- 
tim. but as an evidence of Coye- 
nant Intereſt; and. their right to the 

Covenant,mantfeſted by their deſcent 
from ſuch-Parents: is as good a reaſon 
for rheir Baptiſm :.-and the ſubjects 
of the initiating Seal do not at any 
thing, asif God would thereby di- 
are, inability to action ſhall be no 
bar to Baptiſm. 

Q. But thoſe we read of in Scri- 
Fture 1h.t were baptixed were at grown. 
Years. | k 

A. So were thoſe who were firſt | 
c:rcamciſed z bur that was occafional 
and circumſtantial : The Church is 
founded in grown Trees, bur is to be 
edified by infant branches. 

Q. But there is no inflitution for in- 
fint Baptiſm. 

: nA. Thar Baptiſm is inſtituted, can- 
nor be denied. Age or Infancy are on- 
ly diretionsto whom to apply pe Gan 
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therein the qualification of Covendn ' 
Intereſt is according to Scripture the 
clear dire&jon. Moreover Infants 
may be Diſciples,bearing on them the 
name of Chriſt, and are Members of 
Nations, and ſo the Inſtitution, di- 
refing the baprizing of Diſcipled 
Nations,is to them exrended, 

Q.. 'But al you urge for infants bap- 
tiſm, is by way of inference and con- 
ſequence. 

A. Scripture-Inference is Gods | 
word, binding mans conſcience : it 
was the way of Chriſt his convincing 
the Sadduces of the ReſurreRion, and 
ot Pauls preaching ar Athens, and is 
your only way to warrant womens * 
Communion art the Lords Table, and 
ſhall :r not be of force to Infants Bap- 
tiſma 2 

Q. What. benefit do you receive by 
Jour Baptiſm ? | 

- A. Much, as I ambaprized, and 
enjoy that Ordinance of God ; and 
much a3 I was baptized in Infancy by 
the early enjoyment of ir. 

Q. What is your benefit received by 
the Ordinance it ſelf ? 

A,., A fit qualification to draw 

67.4 545 of nigh . 
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- nigh ro God with confidence. 

Q. What do you mean by drawing 
uighto God ? 

A. Nor only the poſſ ſion of bea- 
venly Glory when 1 die, which I deny 
not, bur ſuch may enjoy whom the 
providence of God cuts off before 
they can be baptized : Nor only the 
private and pcrſonal afs. of, the ſoul, 
which may, be preſented (though nor. 
with much confidence) acceptably to 
God before a man can be baprized' 
after his Converſion, he nor living in 
centempt or wilful negle& of Bap-- 
t:\m ;. but 1] mean @n epprozch-to God, 
in the Aſſemblies of bis prople, to wor- 
ſhip befo:e_ him, as a Member of his 
Church, and one of his peculiar peo+ 
ple, to .bear his name in the world, 
and of his Royal Prieſthood, to offer, 
up acceptable Sacrifice, and enjoying 
all his Ordinances ; all which 1 Fþ in 
aflurance , having my. body wafhed' 
with pure water, : 

Q. Is then Baptiſm the neceſſary qua- 
lification for «pproach to-God ? 

A. Yes, it is ſo necef{ary that the 
unbaptized , may not appear in the 


Aſcmblies.of bis people... The way of 
__ Chriſt: 
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Chriſt his appearance in his Church 
as the Meſsiah was prepared by Bap- 
riſm ; therefore Fobs the promiſed 
Elizs, is called Fobn the Baptiſt. Bap- 
tiſm prepared Chriſt for his work of 
Mcdiatorſhip ;. he-_ neither prayed 
(that we read of ) nor was tempred, 
nor preached, nor received the Teſti» 
mony from heaven till he was bapti+ 
zed; and if the head were-thus ſan+ - 
Qiked, much; more muſt the mem- 
bers: moreover Circumciſion did 
ſanR:fie ſuch as might come nigh to 
the SanRuary,.and Baptiſm hath ſuc- 
ceeded inthe room, fign;fies and ſeals 
the ſame Grace, and in all things 
ſcrve to the ſame end .;n the Chrifti- 
an Chureh, that Circumciſion did to - 
the Jews. 

Q What is the uſe of Baptiſm, 154at 
is fbould ſo qualifie with confidence in 
acceſs to.God ? 

f. By Baptiſm I am viſibly intereſt- 
ed in Jeſus Chriſt, Gal.3.27. incor- 
porated into hs Church. 1 Cor 12.134 
made a member of the houſhold of 
Faith , and. Common -ealth of I{- 
rael;conſecrated unio. God, Eth 5.26, 
having holineſs Ramped on my fleſh, 

beige. 
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being ſan&ified by the waſhing of 
water bythe werd: And in Covenant 
with God, having the ſeal of the pro- 
miſe, whereby God js become mine, 
and I am dedicated te be his in faith 
and obedience, to God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt : All which are clear 
grounds of Faith, to be improved un- 
ro my egcouragement in approach 
unto God. 8 k | 
-.Q. Are dll that ave baptized parta- 
Tr theſe priviledges ” Ek 

A. All that are baptized enjoy 
theſe Priviledges Vifibly and Sacrc- 
mentally in the judgement of the 
Church, by whoſe juſt cenſure they 
may be depfived of them , but not 
Sevingly- and Sincerely ; for ro ſome 
the inward Grace. is withheld from 
| Gods o:tvard Ordinance according 
| .to Gods holy purpoſe : And many nor 

ating Faith to claim, Joſe the Privi- 

ledges ſealed; Baptifmt is in its nature 

and efficacy the ſwm* roal!l , bur by 
_ reaſon of the inra»a*ity of ſom? it is 
 _notalvays a like effeXual, | 

Q. What principles or praftices are 
#9 be condemned as contrary to this uſe 


| Baptriln 
of wa : A. Ma- 
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A: Many, as 1. Such as dittatey : 
the unbaprizcd a liberty of accefs to 
God; teaching thar Baptiſm is not the - 
ground of Communion with the - 
Church viſible, . bur real Grace , the 
anſwer of. a geod -conſcience, - and 
- thereon do-t:nder all the Ordinances 
ro the unbaptized , which is dire&tly 
oppoſite to this uſe of the Ordinance, . 
and inverts the Ordinance of the Gg- 
ſpel, giving God cauſe to complain, 
as once in Iſral,: Ezek.44.7. Tc bite 
defiled my Sanfluary by admitting into + 
my Sanftuary the unbajtized in fieſh and -- 
in. ſpirit, 
Q. Who are further to be condemned 
45 contrary #0 ubis conſecrating nature of | 
Baptiſm ? - 
A. Such as diſovn their Baptiſm, . 
indrawing nighto God, as do ſome 
Femiliſts, who deny all outward'Or- 
dinances and pretend to ſerve God al- . 
together in Spirit, as if divided man - 
could draw nigh to God; or the Lord 
would nor be adered' by the. body he 
" hath rede&med; or true Grace conld : 
adm:r a contempt of any divine O's 
dinance : Or the Anabaptifts: who are 
ſo irrational as to xenouncetheir my 
, x ti Mmz 
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tiſmy, becauſe received in Infancy, as if 
a corruption in circumſtance of this 
--were ene) had dcſtroyed the eflence of 
the O,dinance; bur indeed they do 
it our of ignorance , or obſtinicy, 
de.ming Gods Inſtitution Supe: ſtiri- 
on, and ſo run into the ſin of Sacri- 

I.dge. ; 

Q. Is the denial of Infints Baptiſm 

the. fin of Sacriledge.? 
A. Whilſt it robs God ef the chil- 
dren to him begotrenz the Church of 
Mcmbers to her born, believing Pa- 


rents of a ground of Faith, and reaſon 


of hope, and the Infants of their un- 


doubred Intereſt in the Covy:nant, I 
cannot b!''r: deem ir facriledg. 

Q. #hoelſe are tobe blamed as re- 
pignant ro rhrs conſecr ating nature of 
Baztiſm e 

A. Sich as diſregard-Bapriſm in ins 
application to others, .as do Parents, 
who paſs ov-r their child:ens Baptiſm 
as a Civil Complement, and meer 
Formality to pleate Friends, bur never 
compole t1emſelves to it as an'aR of 
Religion , and Ordinance of God ; 
pray not for a bleising on ir,nor praiſe 
God forthe bleſsing of it; nor in- 

ſtruR 
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tru their baptized children in. the 
bencfit and uſe of it: and people who 
attend v ith ſome ſhew of reverence 
en other Ocdinances, bur rudely ruſh 
out of the Congregation when Baptiſm 
| is adminiſt:.cd, as if it were ſome idle 
ation; and as if the ſanifying of a 
ſoul to God, the ſcaling of the Cove- 
nant, and admiſſion of a Member 
into the Church were of no uſe to 
them, nor v orth their atrendance. 

Q. Who «lſe are 10 be blamed, « 
contrary t0 the nature of Bapiiſm ? 

A. Such as diſefteem their own 

Baptiſm, neither improving it againſt 
1 fin, norarguing to themſelves the du- 
y ty ordignity of their Baptiſm, ſo as 

ro make Baptiſm an Engagement 
apainft finto fol incſs and encourage- 
ment of their Spirits in holy duries, 

Q. Who alſo are 16 be blamed as con- 
: trary to the conſesrating nature of Bap». 
iſm ? 

A. Suchas deny the Baptized the 
liberty of acceſs ro God in the Afſ- 
ſemblies of his people, as do the Inde- 
pendents who gathcr Churches our of 
Churches rightly conſtituted, and 
call the Baptized into Church way, as 

if 


(16) 
if they were out, and preſcribe a Co« 
venant of their own, whereby to ad- 
mitChurchmembers,&affc& to diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves from others Baprti- 
zed, by the term of Saints, Brethren, 
Church, and the like , and deny to 
communicate with them, as if Baptiſm 
did not incorporate into Chriſt has 
Body , and prepare for cemmunien 
with him in Fit Ordinances, 

Q. To what courſe of life doth your 
Beptiſm bind yeu ? 

A. To depart from all iniquity, to 
devote my ſelf wholly ro the Faith 
and Service of one God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, ro whom I am dedi- 
cated, andall my days to-demean my 
ſelf as a member of Chriſt his Church, 
one in Covenant with God, on 
whomholineſs is ſtamped , and that 
is ſan&tified for approaches to him. 


Q. Tou ſpake of ſome benefit you. 


reaped by your being Baptized in Infqn- 
& 3 Is theevly enjoyment of this Ordi- 
nance of any advantage ? 

A. Yes, ve. y much in many things 
to be preferred before Baptiſm of 
grown perſons whercinit is more pro- 


&rable, 
Q. What 
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— 


Mn  anatlh  aos +. 4A — ws wa «+ 11 


(17) 

Q. What is the firſt benefit of In 
fant Baptiſun ? 

A. Infant Baptiſm expreſſes clear- 
ly the fin of nature, and engagerh 
2gainft it ; in that we are waſhed , it 
is evident we are unclean, þut being 
ſo ſoon baptized, doth wirneſs our very 
nature is defiled ; for infancy did ne- 
ver admir us to be ſtained with perſo- 
nil guilt as are men at years; and ſo 
Infant Baptiſm is awunanſwerable ar- 
gument of our inbred corruption a- 
gainſt which we are bound to fight, 
being baprized before it had ſpread ir 
ſclf Ro OTE by 

Q. What is the ſccond bends of -In- 
fant Baptiſm? © th 3 5 

A. It explainath the metbod, ahh -0#- 
der of wranſmitting the Covent {and 
affefeth us with the benefit of Relation 
ts a believing Phrend>-Thar we are 
baptized ſpeaks us in Covenant; bur 
that we are ſo ſoon baprized before 
we have in our ſelyes any qualificati- 
on for it, ſhews us as branches , we 
pa:talke of the fatneſs of the olive, 
and are of the ſame kinde with our 
Parent» : God hath gracionſly be- 
come-the God of the ma - 

is 
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his Seed, and made grace to rum 
th-ough natures channel, otherwiſe 
we had nzyer enjoyed this Pcivi- 
ledge. 

Q. Whatis4 bird benefit of Infant 
Baptiſm ? 

A. Ir enlargeth the bounds, and efta- 
bliſheth the being of the Church. Ba 
tiſm is the band of union, and Orcdi- 
nance of ingrafting into the Church ; 
Bur Infant _ doth ſ{catrer the 
holy ſecd , and ſend forth: ſprouting 
bran:hes, which ſucceeding into the 
room of old periſhing ſtecks, doth nor 
only increaſe the number of the Chur- 
ches Members, bur defend it from the 
waſting annihilating breaches of 
rune, 

Q Whit- is the fourth benefft of 
Baptiſm > 

A. Ir exciteth Repent ance,repreſent- 
ing fin in irs Root and O 1ginal , the 
pravity, of. nature; and its graci 
ous obje&,. the God of our Fathers, 
and the God of our youth , againſt 
whom we have offended. 

Q. What is the fifth benefit of. I'n- 
fant Baptiſm ? 

- A. Ile enforceth Faith, nov pp 
the 
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the ſealing, bur alſo the extending of 

the Covenant to the ſeed of Belie- 
vers , a ground of Parental Prayer 
for Poſterity, and an early ſeizure of 
our ſouls, before Satan could pofleſs 
us, or our Own cerrupt nature could 
betray us unto him. 

Q. If bat is the foxth benefit of In- 
fant Baptiſm ? 

A, It engageth duty ; Parents to 
Chriſtian education and inſtrution 
of thoſe, who by their Authority are 
dedicated to the ſervice of the true 
God, children to the obedience of the 
God of their Father, and of their 
youth, who extended to them the Cg- 
venant, and ſo ſoon ſer the ſeal of i 
intheir fleſh, 

Q. What is the ſeventh benefit of In- 
fant Bajtiſm 2 

A, Itencourageth under death; the 
knowledge of the Covenant,extended 
unto Belicyers and their ſeed , hath 
prepared young children unto Martyr- 
dom, and intereſt in the Covenant 
can be the only ground of hope tothe 
Parents under the death of their In- 
fants, whe are born the children of 
wrath , but by Baptiſm are pur _ 
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the ark of ſalvation; ſuch as ler go 
-this muſt chear themſelves by a dream 
of childrens immunity from all guilt, 
and fo cannot be damned ::Or a Po- 
piſh Limbs Infansnm, or ſome unuſu- 
al way of comfort the Scripture doth 
not warrant. 

-* Q.. Mey not theſe benefits redound tg 
ſuch as are baptized in grown ears ? 

' A, No, in no wiſe, for ſuch ſee nor 
the extent of the Covenant to Belie- 
pers and their ſeed , nor the ſervice- 
ableneſs of Relation natural in buſi- 
neſſes of ſalvation, nor do they enjoy 
the ſame; and therefore it is our great | 


happineſs, that we are not only Bap- 
tized, bur Baprized in Infancy, under 
all the advantages that cither Ordi- 
nance or ſcaſon can afford us, 
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Heb.1o. ver. 22, (the laſt words } 
— And our bodies Waſhed wit 
pore water. 


H E Author of this 
Epiſtle intending a 
SISz; Confirmation of the 

= Chriſtianized Jews in 
the Faith they bad r-.eived,and ad- 
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Value of Baptiſme, » 
2. Special Inference of Du'- 
ty,v. 22. 
In the Taference we are td 
note three things, 
1, The Duty Inferred, Let 
HS draW near. ; 
2. The Ditated Qualificati- 
ons of ſuch as muſt draw near, 
and they are two, The hears 
ſprink/ed from ane vil conſcience, 
the body waſhed with pure water, 
3. Thedireted manner of 
drawing nigh to God, With « 
true beart, in the full aſſurance 
of Faith, | 
I intend not a fill Confidera- 
tion and therefore ſhall not.in 
fiſt ona full Comment upon 
the whole verſe, but confine 
my ſelf only to the words pro- 
pounded; and we ſee th 
are the Dictated qualityof ſuch 
as are required t9 draw niph to 
God upon the account of the 
B 2 High 
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High Prieſt , and libertyof en- 
t.ance into the Holy place, and 
therefore is to beGrammartically 
Read, 'Eegayriouiyar xat Atas- 
(4hyor Trortg hula, We [prinkled 
and waſbed, let ns draw neer,&c, 
and herein there is among Ex- 
poſitors nodifference : bu t the 
difficulty is in the Interpreta- 
tion of the words; many of 
our modern Expoſitors Giffer- 
ing from the Antients in the 
ſame, the laſt underfianding 
the Sacrament if Baptiſme tO 
be the qualification here ſpo- 
ken of ; the former, Externall 
San ty, by way of alluſion 
unto Baptiſme :; the difference 
is not much, for if all Externall 
SanQtity be here intended,then 
Baptiſme , and if theorder of 
Sanity be to be obſerved, char 


| + firft, as 1t where External San- 


city mult begin ,yet my judge- 
- ment 
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ment leads me to the interpre- 
ration of the Antients, and 
ſuch later Expoſitors as fol- 
low their ſteps ; and ſol under- 
itand by the body waſhed with 
pure water, the Perſon Baptized 
or qualified by due ſubjeRtion 
to the Sacrament of Baptiſme, 
and herevnto I am guided 1. 
by the oppoſition of ir,to the heart 
ſprinkled,which intends the reall 
SanRification of the whole Man; 
and is ſo interpreted in the 
9 ch. 14.y, whilſt the waſhing of 
the body ſignified Fxternall 
SanRification, alwayes in uſe a. 
_—_ the Jewes,and is ſo uſed 
by the Apoſtle,, Eph. 5. 26, 
Santt fied by the waſhing of 
water ; as Expolitors do apree. 
So the oppoſition in this Text 
ſeems to me, to diftinguiſh the 
inward grace , and oucward 
ſigne in dittating the Goſpell 

B 3 order. 
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' order of acceſs to God, to be by 
Bapti/me of water on the body 
and blord, or Grace on the heart : 
and is the ſame with that in 
1 Petey 3.21, Baptiſme that now 
#, ſaves us, not the Waſhing of 
water , but the anſwer of a good 
Conſcience. | 

2. By the occaſion, which 
ſeemes to me to have beenthe 
preventing anſwer of an ob- 
jeRtion, that might well be 
propounded, by the Jewes 
* thus, You have puta period 
* to all holy Rites, and laid 
*.all the Adminiſtrations of 
* the Covenant according to 
© Moſer intheduſt , and tell us 
*poſitively that they which /erve 
* the T abernacle muſt not eat at 
* 12ur Altar, (Heb.13.10.) nor 
*enjoy with you the Priviledpes. 
* pf Grace; wc well know God i 
"# Holy God, and will be ſane 
ified 
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. Alified in ſuch as approach wn- 
© rohim ; and the wncircumcie 
[ed in heart er in fliſþ may 
*not come nigh unto him, 
* Exh 44.9. nor enter into his 
* Sanctuary ; what order or out- 
*ward ordinance of SanQikica- 
*tion is then preſcribed in our 
* approaches to God > To: 
which the Apoſtle anſwereth , 
in ead of Circumciſion of heart 
and, fieſh under the old, you 
mult according to the direction - 
of the New Covenant and the 
Goſpell worſhip , draw near 
to God with an hears ſprixk/ed 
. frow an evil Conſciece,and 4 bo- 
dy Waſhed with pure water gwhicly" 
. will.be to yon a ground of ful 
aſſurance, which all the Cere- 
- monies of the Law could not 
Create unto you...,So that the 
words ſeem ngt tq;me to be at 
all grained: but of their own : 
B 4 ſelves 


g The Vertue and 
| ſelves by a genuine Interpre- 
tation, thus to. ſpeak, that the- 
outward ſigne and inward Grace 
of ÞB aptiſme are the onely qua- 
lifications of ſuch as will in full 
aſſurance of Faith draw nigh: 
to God in Goſpell adminiſtra- 
tions, and the priviledpes of the- 
new Covenant; and: in this 
ſenſe and expoſition I ftand' 
not” alone, for eAretizs ſaith. 
expreſlely, Corpors Noſtra de- 
bent eſſe abluta aquapura , hoe 
et, Bapti/ms Chriſts debemus eſſe 
enitiati: Our bodies waſhed with © 
pure water, that is, we ought to 
be initsated. by the Baptiſme of 
Chrifts appointment, And Parexs: 
faith /nre/ligimns not intus ſan- 
guine & ſpirits Chriſts pargars, 
foris quod Baptiſmo ablui corpe- 
ribus; ad Sacramentum enim 
Baptiſms Apelo'us reſpicere vi- 
aerny : Par. in. Loc, We wnder- 
Sand. 
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ſtand an inward ſprinkling of 
the Conſcience with the Bloo# 
and Spirit of Chriſt ,. and a" 
outward waſhing the body by 
Baptiſme , for the Apoſtle loarkrs 
on Bapriſme, 

The words thus explained ,. 
do plainly preſent to our ob- 
ſervation, and conſideration , 
this point of DoRrine- 

Docr. B.pri/me, cr Waſhing 
of the Bidy with pure Water,is a 
[pecial qualification that fits us 
for confident approach to God, 

In the proſecution of 
this Doctrine, I ſhall explaine, 
confirme, and apply it with alt 
convenient brevity. 

In the. explication we are” 
to enquire what is Baptiſme? 

2. What *cis to approach to 
God with confidence? 

For the fieſt, I ſhall not ſtand 
upon the acceptations of . the 
Bs, word: 
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with the various ſenſes in 
which *tis uſed : but taking it 
in its vulgar acceptation, as 
it denominates a Goſpell or- 


dinance and eminent piece of 


Gods worſhip, you may. re- 
ceive of it this deſcription. 


Baptiſme 4s a Sole mn and Ree . 


ligious application of water by a 
lawfull Miniſter ts a fit Sub- 
jet; to the ſignifying of the 
Blord of Chriſt, and its clean- 
fiing property , and the Sealing 


of the Covenant of Grace. 


In this deſcription I will not . 


trouble you with a lopicall di- 
Nribution of it, into its parts : 


but propound theſe concluſi- 
ons as helpfull to your under-: 


ſanding of it, 


Concluſion 1,. #/.ter 5s the 
0 ward ſign and matter of Bap- 


word Baptifme,nor trouble you.. 


$3/me. 


£2. >=y A]h buk. a. — ES - 


Palae of Buptiſme.” - xt” 
tiſme z water and no other Ele- - 
ment ; pure water without Po- 
piſh mixture , or Compoſition ' 
with oyle, cteame, ſpittle, 
or the: like , for this and 
this only Element the Lord ' 
appointed , and- his appoim- 
ment ſtamps on the uſe of it, . 
Dipmity and eAnthority , and 
juſtly checks the - curioſity of 
ſuch as are ſubjeR to contemne 
the Gmplicity of the Element, - 
and advance the - dighity of * 
the Ordinance by cheir own 
dall, bat daring inventions : - 
and yet water being an Ele- 
ment , cooling heat, quench- * 
mg thirſt, of common uſe, and 
exfie _, and cleanſing : 
4ll- filthineſs'; doth firly repre--- 
ket utto our minds the edoling : 
atid refreſhing efficacy , the * 
plenty and eafie purchsſe, to- 
verher with the purifying pro- 
perty / 


F< ** 
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Perty of the Blood of Chriſt; 
Concluſ. 2. ef ſoJemne and” | 
Religious application of the wa- 
ter muſt be the form of Bap- | 
ts/me ; That water be applied 
co the SubjeR is- the eſſentiall. 
at of Baptiſme, the. manner 
of its application, by dipping or 
ſprinkling, is to be nite by 
iſcretion and conveniency-; 
though we deny not dipping 
to have been uſed. in the Pri- 
mitive Churches, in-the hot 
Eaſtern Countries, where witi- 
ſafety and. conveniency it might 
| be uſed; and we grant(all other- 
. things concurring) dipping to 
be a lawfull application of the 
water, yet it is-not. eſſentially 
and indiſpenſably- neceſſary, as 
the Anabaptiſts do too zealouſ- 
ly-contend ; - but it is both law- 
fyll and ſufficient that the wa- 


ter. be. ponreg or ſprinkled on 
c 
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the SubjeR& which hath been the 
allowed praQtiſe of the Church; 
and the word Baptize, fignify- 
ing any kind: of waſhing, by- 
ſprinkling, pouring on, or dip- 
ping : and the meature,or quan« 
on of water being no more - 
eflenciall to Baptiſme then of 
Bread and Wine to the Lords 
Supper, will allow it; and the. 
Holy Ghoſt mentiogeth the 
blood of- Chriſt as Cleanſing - 
by /prinkling 1 Pet. 1. 2: by 
way Of alluſion to this a in. 
Baptiſme , as the - analogie 
thereof: and-it is more then 
probable that Baptiſme in hou- 
ſes, as was that of the Jaylors, 
eAt; 16.33. was Adminiſtred 
by ſprinkling or-pouring-on , 
not. by dipping; and the weak- 
neſs of Children, and coldneſs . 
of our climate -is a juſt Rea- 
fon for this manner of Appli- 

catiop ; ; 
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cation ; ſo that either of theſe - 
may be uſed without Tontenth- 
on. 

Water what way ſoever,muſt 
be Solemnly and religionſly ap- 
plyed in the holy form, and 
with the holy Rites which God 
hath appointed ; for every com- 
mon waſhing or application is 
not Baptiſme : but water ron- 
ſerrated by the word of infli- 
tution and prayer ; and as an- 
at of worſhip to God, n1yd ar- 
gament of faith applied in the - 
name (that is by the appoint- 

- ment, -and to the dedication of - 
the perſon Baptized to fairh in, 
and holy profeſtion)of Father = 
Sou and Holy Gheſt; is the 
Sacrament of Baptiſim:; ſothat 
as. the Apoltie doth well check - 
the horrid prophateneſs of fiich - 
as deemed the common eating | 
of. bread, and drigking of wine 

to - 
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to be the Lords Supper, by de- 
claring The Cup of bleſſing 
which we bleſſe 1s the Com- 
munion of the blood of Chriſt, 
and the Bread which we break 
is: the Communion of the bo- 
dy of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 10, 16. 
thereby pointing unto the fo- 
temne and Religious Riteswhich - 
muſt diſtinguiſh the Lords Sup- 
per from common eating and 
drinking ; ſo the- Solemne and 
Religious Application of water 
diſtinguiſheth the Sacrament of- . 
Baptiſme from all other com» 
mon waſhing. 

Concluf. 3. Bapti/me maſt 
be adminiftred by a laWwfull ' 
Ainiſter , this water may not 
be applied by every or any pti- - 
vate hand . the Lord Jeſus bath 
joyned it in Commiſſion with 
reaching and di/cipling, ſothat - 
fuch only that .have the Aus - 

chority. / 
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thority of the one have the 


Authority of the. other ; Bap-* 
tiſme is on all hands agreed on 
to be an al? of office and Autho. 


rity, and not to be given by. 


men out of. office; it is 4 Sea/e 


which muſt be tamped (not by 
a childiſh impreſſion : - but ) 


with PoWwer and Authority , tO 
make it valid, gronnd of faith, 


pleadable in prayer ; ſo that the 
Baptiſme of women and private 


Perſons (on what pretended 
neceſlicy ſoerer it be) is wick- 
ed and.prophane , nay in my 


judgement is void and null, and. 


not to be falved with a quod 


ers non debuit fatlum valet, 


that unlawfull things are valid 
when paſt and done ,, thovghl 
cannot. with the - Donatiſts 
rant that the efficacy of the 
Ordinance Cepends on the dig- 


nity of the Adminiſtrator, yet - 
I 


_—- 
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F cannot but believe that the 
eAuthority of the inſtitmtor 1s 
eſſenttall to every Geſpell Or- 
dinance to the Church, and 
muſt be found in every Admi-- 
niſtrator; Ordained Miniſters 
muſt pive us Sacraments, I and 
preach the Word too if we 
wiltnot be cheated of Salvati- 
on, and content'our ſelves with 
mock Ordinances, my muddy 
brains could never yet conceive 
the God: of Order to- make 
Office and Authority eſlentiall 
to politicall tranſations in- 
Kingdomes and Common - 
weilths, and yet to leave his 
Churcti in ſuch confuſion, that 
the great Afﬀaires of Salyation 
ſhall be diſpenced by every 
common hand; as if his care 
" | were more for the world then 
' {the Church, which if itbe, I 
' will never go tothe — 
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God to behold;the beauty of his 
Holineſs, which f aig more 
== 4b in the wide Wilder- 


| le Bapti/me muſt 
be aiiaiend, auto fit ſub- 
5e&* : all Sybje&s fate not the 
Ordinance j, Creatures inſenſi- 
ble and irrationall are incapa- 
ble of the Grace of God, 
and theſe,boly Adminiftrati 
thereof; the. baptizing of Bek, 
Ghurches, Font, &-c; is a piece 
of Conlecration, neither pre- 
ſcribed nor allowed in the New 
Teſtament ; but to be damned 
As prophaae.: and ſuperſtitious; 
they muſt -be the ſubjeds gf 
Life and Reaſon that will. lie in 
the leaſt Capacity of Grace anc 
Holineſs, and ſach Ms 
of men. 
., Sons; of men are: Sub jefs 
capable of. Grace and Hes 
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neſſe: bur the ſpeciall diſpew- 
ſations thereof in the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and its Seales, 
calls for ſpeciall qualifications ; 
and therefore Baptiſme may 
not be given to men as men, 


and meerelytheſons of Adem, 


no ,. they muſt firſt be the ſeed 
of Abraham, Gen.17,13. for the 
Covenant of God muſt be in 
their fleſh, and by Preaching 
they mult be d3/cip/ed, into the 
Chriſtian Church, and ſee thac 
the Promiſe zs to them and-to- 
their Children before they be 
Baptized AF. 2, 38, 39. for 
Baptiſme muſt be rhe Seale of 
the Righteouſneſs of faith, Which 
we have being wot yet Baptizea, 
Rom. 4. 11. ſo that the fit 
SubjeRs for Baptiſme mult be 
not only men , but Federats, 
fuch as Covexant with God, ta 
whom the Promiſe may be 
judged. 
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Judged to belong: they muſt 
be made Chriſtians, and lay 
hold on che Covenant of God, 
and then be Baptiſed , I could. 
drive out of your common dif- 
courſe an ordinary terme rela» 
ring to Baptilme {viz /ucb 4 
one is Chriſtned ) if 1 did' not 
hope you well underſtand it :- 
Baptiſme may (briftianum di- 
cere, declare and pronounce 4 
man a Chriſtian : but it doth: 
not Chriſtianam facere, make 4 
Chriſtian , if your Children be: 
not made Chriſt ans by the ex- 
rent of the Covenant to beliey- 
ers and their feed, bring them 
not to me to be Baptized, moſt 
 eurſedly prophane was the cru- 
ety of the Spaniſh Papilts in 
America, who with whips and 
ſcourpes drave the unchr.ſtani- 
zed untaught 1naians to the 
Fonts to be Baptized , for that 
Bap- 
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Baptiſme belongs to none but 
Chriſts diſciples, and Covenant 
People. 

Baptiſme belongs to «ll 
Chriſfts Diſciples and Gods Co- 
venant People, fo that none 
of them may without ſin, nay 
ſacriledg be barred from Bap- 
tiſme , and theſe are reſolved 
into two ranks, and known by 
two names in the Church (viz) 
Infidclis converted to the faith, 
and the Infants of one or both 
Chriſtian Parents : Thele twa 
are the orders into which 
Gods fxderates have been 
Ranked, ever ſince Gods Co- 
venant was eſtabliſhed, and his 
Church was eftated in Abra- 
bam, [aac ard 7aceb, and their 
nd fed: as to the firſt of them, 
- hey areon all hands conſen- 
heſ-9 to as fit and proper Sub- 
warh*<s » Onely our over-pious age 
hath 
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hath ſtarted the query, How 
and when they muſt be judged 
converted to the faith ? which 
] muſt negds reſolve to be by « | 
profeſſion of ſaving faith, not 
the ſaving Profeſſion of faith, 
and poſſeflionof ſincere Grace 
which the Congregating Ana- 
baptiſts call for, ſincere grace 
and ſaving Profeſſion muſt be 
the ſoules care, and ground of 
Joy : but cannot: be the figne 
that ſhall guide the Church in 
giving the Sacrament of Bap» 
tiſme; aſſoon as they profeſſed 
to believe, Philip Preaching the 
things of Gud, and the name of 
Teſus Chriſt, they were Bapti- 
zed both men and Women, AQ, 
8. 12. Philip required no more 
of the Emnnach in v. 37. and 
when I hear Perer declared S# 
»0n the Sorcerer to be after his 
B2ptiſme in the Gall of —_ 

neſs, 
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nels, and: bond of iniqunty, as 


v. 24. I perceive they in whoſe 
company he was Baptized yieid» 


| ed no-more; and when [ re- 


member” A»»avias and Sephye 
74, Demas,and'other Baptrzed 
Perfons proved hypocrites and 
reprobates; I cannot believe 
they. pofſeſſed ſincere Grace, 
or made a faving Profaſſion , 
though they profcfied: [aving 
Fairh ; 1 cannot, yet turn _Ar> 
winiay and Believe true Grace, 
be finallyand rocally loſt, 
xo th man may be. child of 
God today, 'and a child of the 
Devill tg rtorrow;. I have not 
fairch - enough to believe that 
when God made me a Aini- 
fer , hemade mea God, and 
endowed me with the pro» 
perty of to fearching the heart: 
nor hwe ] wit enough to 
conceivethar God making mea 
"hs SJeW- 
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'Steward of his Mifteries, pre- 


ſcribes to my as my puide the 
qualification of ſubjeQs, which 
lies beyond my knowledg, I 
believe the groſſe enormities 
of many baptized Saints ( as 
they call themſelves) hath con- 
vinced them , that. true Grace 
i1s5not within their fight , bur 
they may and have baptized 
hypocrites : why then do they 
call for that qualification God 
hath not direted and the 
can not diſcern > God hat 
made the tongue the trumpet 
of the heart, and I can better 
hope men will not play the hy- 
pocrite and make that utter an 
uncertain ſound, then I can 
know the ſincerity of their 
Grace. 

Thovgh Infidels converted 
to the Faith be generally -re- 


folved within the Covenant , 
yet 


| 
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yet ſince the dayes of Ba/tha. 
zar Pacimentanxs, (who pre- 
tending to have derived his fan- 
cy from Lather, conſtrained 
Luther to write againk him in 
the year of our Lord, 1527.) 
The Right of Infants to the 
Covenant of God, and con- 
ſequently their capacity for 
Baptifme hath been called in 
queſtion , and of late yeares 
hath met with moſt high and 
violent (though irrational and 
unſcripturall oppolition)where- 
in I cannot but  admire_ax the 
erroneous induſtry of the 4x- 
tipedibeptifts ; tocurtail Gods 
Covenant , cut off their ſeed 
fromthe privitedgesof Grace, 
and caft away their own rea« 
ſons, blinding cheir eyes 'againlt 
plainecdemonſitrations of Scrip- 
ture, and: the Antient 'enjoy- 
ments of the Church ; where- 

C in 
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in we muſt ſee better. warrant 
before we ſtrike . hands with 
them, and be of their. unchari- 
table ' bzliefe,, | for if +1 ;know 
any thing "of the method of 
Gods Covenant;-or-intheleaſt 
how to Reafon from 'Scrip- 
tures, It is as cleare as the Sun 
that che Infants of believing 
Parents, Gods Covenant. PeG4 
ple, whilſt Tofants, and as their 
naturall ſeed avs. Gods fede- 
rates, and within his -Cove- 
nant, and ſo; fit Subjets of 
Baptſme. | 

'In' politicall: and all- \Civill 
tranſaRtions of men;, . we .find: 
all the world over that Cove- 
nants made from or tp parents; 
do- uſually include: children as 
their children, ſo that: (by thac 
very relation; without: any:new 
formall contraQ ; they ela 


Priviledges, ind ſtand. bound 
to 
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to duty, and 'when I conſider 
Gods way of dealing to be 
according to mans capacity 
and humane method, . 1. have 
no ground on which: to ima- 


gine that he hath inverted the 


order, and cutoff Relacion in 


the conveighing of che privi- 


ledges of Grace, and conftitu- 
ting a peculiar People to him- 


ſafe; for Gods, ſpeciall diſpen- 


ſations do ordinarily ren'in;the 
ſame Channell,though not with 


the ſame Latirude that his Ge- 


nerall Providences- do : and then 
when God after the manner of 


men aſſumes to himſelfe a King- 


dom, withour doubt he con- 
fers Honours on and looks for 
Loyalty from his ſubjects, and 
cheir ſced or off-ſpring, who 
as their ſeed are born heires of 
ſuch Honour and duty. 
Further in all the tranſaRi- 
C2 on 
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ons of Cod with man eyer ſince 
he had a being, the Covenanc 
hath extended to his ſeed, as 
his ſeed, without any perſonal! 
qualification, all that know a- 
ny thing of Gods dealing with 
Adam , know the Covenant 
of works was made to him for 
himſelfe, and his feed as they 
were his naturall ſeed, he re- 
ceived priviledges for himſelfe 
and them, and fo he loſt them , 
and by one mans diſobedience 
we were all made finners ; if this 
were Gods method. in the Co- 
venant of works, we mult have 
good reaſons to make us be- 
lieve it is altered in the extent 
and Admimftration of the Co- 
venant of Grace: but not to 
Rand on Generall equity and 
demonſtrations, the Scripture 
doth by plain and clear inſtan- 
.ces in doth Old and New Te- 
ſtament 
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ſtament evidence the children 
of men under the Covenant 
of Grace, to be alſo-in Co- 
I venant as they are their natu- 
rall iſſne; There is nothing 
| | plainer in Scripture then that 
| | when the Covenant of Grace 
f | was eſtabliſhed in Abraham, 
\ | 1ſascand Facch, it was extend- 
- | cd to their naturall feed; #heir 
e | children, as their children even 
» | an infancy, and before they at- 
e } tained to any Perſonall quali- 
's } fications were in Covenant, and 
- | the children of God ; This is 
re | expreſſed in the very form of 
& | the Covenant, Gen. 17.7. 17 
My will be aGod nnto thee, and to 
O- | thy ſeed after thee: This is 
ro 
nd 
re 
LN- 
e 
*n. 


evidenced by Circumciſton, the 
Seafe of the Covenant ſet in 
their ffefh on this very ground, 
an& that at eight . dayes 
old, whilſt infants, unable to 

C 3; any. 
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any perſonall aRts of brabamer 
faith, and it niuſt needs be. 
moſt groſſe ignorance to fey 
that Circumioa Sealed to the. 
ratura}l iilye of 4hbrabam , 7 
face and. F-cev the land of Ca» 
naan and Pronute thereof , but 
not the Covenant 0: Grace 
whilſt the matter ſealed, and 
very ground on which every 
feln alta eres yr 
is © cly declaredto be, 
I witl ety God, agd the God of 
thy ſeed ; whilſt the Holy 
boſt tells us Circumciſion 
was the /eate of the Righteas/«. 
neſs of faith, which is the Co« 
venant of Grace, Rea. 4. 11.. 
and Circumciſion was ſet on the. 
feſh of the Profeiyted Gen» 
tiles ,- who never claimed nor- 
poſſeffed by the vertye there- 
of, any portion of Canaan the 
land of Promiſe, ſo that .if 
this 
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this xyere the onely mater Sea- | 
led .by Circumciſion, it did to 
them. Seale a blank, and they 
had by it no denefit , again, 
God .doth. lay an eminent 
claime.to the paturall. iſſue of 
the Jewes,. in. their-very Apo- 
ſtaſies. from. him, when be calls 
them out of .Egype ; hedoth it 
with. an. eſpecial claime, lee 
my Peqple go, Exod. C<x. when 
he chargeth, them, with duty, 
he enforceth is with relation, ye 


are the .chi/dreu of ; the Lord your 


God, Neut, 14 1. when be.chides - 
their abogzjvable- 1dolatry , be 


"EO! 65.j& by «be, facriledg, 
onging 1s 9wn title; Ne 330% 
akgn, thy Jaxs. and Ll by, dew 


= which. thx haſt . bern wnto 


we, aud, ſacri ced, &c. Thou 


haftſlain my bildres, and dey 


liveged. .them.to cauſe them, to 


__ boovgh the fire ,, far 
C4 them 
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them in Ezck. 16.20,2L, When 
he chaſtiſech them, he comes to 
them as a Father, Ze children 
ef Tſracl you onely bave 1 
haown 4s mize, therefore I will 
viſit you for your iniquities, 
Amos. 3, 1, 2. and when he 
comes to deliver them from af- 
fictions, their fins provoke to 
contirme; the Covenant made 
with Abraham, 1/aac and facob 
s the onely cogent reaſon there- 
nnto;thisis pleadedas the preva- 
tent argument and: gronnd of 
faith in ptayer, Exod. 32. 14. 
Iſa. 64. 9. And afﬀed@ionate- 
ly refented by the Lord, Zevie. 
26. 42. Exechiel 16. $9, 60: 1 
might deal with thee as the 
haft done when thou didf# deſpiſe 
the Oath: in breaking the (« 8Ve- 


want, nevertbeleſſe 1 will ve- 
wemember my '({ ovenant mide 
with thee in thi dajes of thy 


youth : 
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youth; when I conſider this 


carriadge of God toward 
Ifraet according ts the ficſh, L 
carmot without blaſphemy bur 
think God to be more juſt then 
to lay fach a. fpeciall claime 
under the feries of his diſpenſa- 
tion towards Iſrael , if by his 
Covenant with' their Fathers he 
had not acleare and anquelti- 
onable title to the pofterity : 
andit is to me a moſt ſenſcleſle 
anddaltevafion,to ſay that Iſra-. 
el were Gods People by right. 
of Creation as wool, ayd bempe,, 
ti are his, whilff he him- 
ſelfe tells ws he fad choſen them 
ro br a precions People winto him-- 
ſelfe, above all prople that are 


wpon the earth | Deit. 14. 2. 


and you oxtly bave 1 known 
above all the {amvilies of the 
earth, Amos 3. 2. Where doth 
God fay of any Nation. they: 

C $ arg: 
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are.my people Iſrael excepted, 


and is not the. tranſmiſſion of 


the Covenant, to the Gentiles , 
that 'which makes them who 
were not a People, to be the 

People of the living God and, 
unto this it may further be ad- 
ded that our. Saviour in the ve- 
ry rejetion of the Jewes,when, 
he declares them to be of their 
father the devill. denieth them 
not to be the children of Abra- 
ham (7bn$) nay, declarerh_ 


them 't9 be Children in the. 


Right to the Grace he broughe, 
into the world, in. compariſon 
of wiiom the Gentiles are cal-. 
led dogs, Mat. 15.26. Nay, 
and ownes. them. as children of 
the Kingdome of Heaven, at. 
8:11. And St, Pan! lament-. 
ing the rejeRiqn. of his Kinſ- 
folke, ; *ggravates their preſent. 
miſeries by their paſt mercies , 
Reck- 
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reckoning up theit priviledges 
eAdoption, Glory, Covenan's, 
Oracle! the giving of the Law, 
the Service of God, the Promi- 
ſes, the Pans 2s the coming 
of Chriſt concerning the fliſh, 
(but not a word of .Canaan,the 
great' dreamed of Priviledge 
it Anuba a4 View ) and de- 
termines theſe bloc not to 
T/Facl '' heires - of Abrakams 
faith; but to Iſrael his kinſ- 
folk zccordingto the fleſh, even 
the natural iſſte of Abraham 
Iſaac ind” bob, ; 

alt this , and" much more 

that ath'been ſaid by others, 

zrid might be by me, it is more | 

ther manifeſt , that-during the 

difpenſations ofthe Covenant 

rtheLaw,;and'to the Jewes - 

the' children of Gods Covenant 

People, even ar their+ chilaren + 
and without  perſonall afts of 

faith 
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faith were in Covenant withGud, 
and [ſubjefts capable of the initia- 
ting Seale ey .and me thinks 
under the Golſpell if ( as un- 
doubtedly it is) the Covenant 
be ſubſtantially the ſame, 
though miniſterially different : 
men ſhould have more reaſon 
thea to releaſe ſuch a priviledge 
without a very plain and clear 
reverſall m the New Teſtament, 
and limitation of the Cove- 
nant to adult and aRuall be- 
fievers , which my dimme ſight 
could never yet read; nor dull 
brain conceive: and more ju- 
ſKice to themſelves and Pofte- 
ſerity then, if it be- at-cheir 
choice,to change a Fee-farm to 
themſelves and heires for ever , 
for a Leaſe for a terme'of life, 
and meere perſonal! title, fure 
I; am my little honeſty would 
a(t} me with ſack ny 
VE. 
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love : more regard tothe re. 
jeted Jew, who are yer the be- 
loved of God according to E- 


leftion for the Fathers ſake, 


Rom.1+. 28. And in hope to 
be Re-implanted into the Olive 
from which they were cut off; 
can we with any ' confidence 
coufr them toa new Covenant 
with ſraiter termes ? ſhall we 
not earneſtly emulate and high- 
ly provoke them to receive the 
Coſpell, by bidding them to. 
their loſſe> will nor > pnguuity | 
engage them thus to retort 
* why do you perſwade me to- 
* turn * Chriſtian ? asI am a Jew 
*] beget Children to the Lord', 
* and bring forth an Holy ſeed, 
* the Priviledges of the Cove- 
* nant is entailedon me, and on 
* my Naturall iſſue, and there- 
' fore the Covenant of God is 
* ſet on: the ieſh: of my chitd 


Yu, 
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* ſoon. as: born;. whereas: if 1- 
{cure Chriſtian, I bring forth 
« children of wrath and'b i 
© children to the God of x 
* world.; I have indeed 4 Perſo 
*nall right to the Covenant, ant 
* am provided for during m 
* own life, but my children are 
«© turned into. the wide world''t&- 
© fink or ſwim, & ſhift for thems” 
, ſelves, withou tany ſpeciall Dis 
© vine Pratetton ; is nota poor: 
© pittance with perpetuity bet- 
*ter then more large' enjoy 
* ments with ſoſhort.a teniire > 
© never tell me oha-berter Teſtx- 
* ment on ſuch tickle' termes : 
O- che hopes::the hopes of 
England to convert the lateine 
let Jewes : their; new /: inh1adi , 
tants! by ſuckt :narrow and 
Honourable treaty, and tenders 
of Grace and Salvation. - 
Lf ly, Me thinks men calling 
them- .- 
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themſelves Saints ſhould have 
more Religion then to reſtrain 
theGraceGcd hath-extended to 
themſetves and feed; and cur- 
taile the Covenant that by the 
New Teftament is. conferred 
on the Believer and his iſſue 
naturall , eyen as his child in 
infancy , + and : before he: as 
any. Perſonall faith : when: 1 
conſider 1/ittle infants Tuckin 
the brefts, and © brought in 
armes, not able to go , received 
by our Bord feſws Chriftby him 
Clifed and pronounced with On 
thers of the-.like kind to be of 
the Kingdome of Heaven, and 
proponnded not onely as: exame 
ples of meekneſs and humility; 
| but as 0bje Fr of .charity and cbs 
ſervation, nat to be eff-nded, but 
awfully received becauſe Chrifts 
name is plaeed on them, and th 
are made his diſciples, ſo as yy 

Tag - 
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the receiving fuch a little child 
muſt be deemed the receiving of 
Chrift ; and the offending one- 
of theſe little ones, a dolor 
more dangerous then a mil- 
ſtone hanged abour his neck. 
and being caſt into. the Sea; 
Anth.18.2,3, 4,5, 6. Mark. 
IO. 14. Luk: 18. 16. And 
when. I conſider the Apoftles 
poſition of the liticude of 
Sanity , not onely to the 
Jewes the natnrall branches, 
but the Chriſtianized Gentiles 
accidentall branches, wilde by 
nature, but ingtafted in, and 
partaking of the fatneſs of the- 
Olive ,. plainly | affirming of 
both,cf rhe fir & frnirs were buly 
ſo ts the whole uh of the yoo! 
be. boly fo 3s the brancher, 
Rom.1 1-16. And here by the 
way obſerve that. ſrom theſe 
priviledges the ndturali branch- 
ES$- 
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es were, and accidentally may 


de cut off, 
Laſtly, When I conſider the 


Apoſtles clear and ſerious re- 
ſolve to the caſe of Conſcience 
propounded by the Corinthi- 
ans concerning their children 
born of an Infidel (not adulte- 
rous parent) elſe were your chil- 
dren nnclean, but now are they 
holy, 1 Cor. 7. 14. The Ana- 
bapriſt will not let us under+ 
ſtand in this place Real holine/7, 
nor do we defire it; and until 
that they have made it to ap» 

ear that Faith is eſſential to 

arriage (which will pat mare 
riage in a good tendency to & 
Sacrament, and pleaſe the 


 Chureh of Howe) it is to0 ris 


diculous to underſtand a vatws+ 
ral holinefe , 1 mean Legiti- 
timacie and acquittance from 


the 'blot of Baſtardic, and 
then 
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then I am.conftrained to undere 
ſand « Foederal holineſs in the 
extent of the Covenant and 
citeem 0f the Church, Theſe 
things, I fay, conſidered , I 
mult pluck up my reaſon by the 
yery root if I do. not by unde- 
nyable conſequence conſtraine 
my conſcience to believe and 
preach this point of Dotrine, 
(viz )in New-Teftament times 
winder the Goſpel:adminiſtrati- 
ov. of. the Covenant. of Grace, 
the imatural ;ſ[ne, or-Sufants, of 
believing parents are in coves 
nant with God,' and under the 
promifer. of {alvation. And 
when I look upon, Peters, £a- 
equragement to the converts 

Jews to bcheve and be baptize 

for the promiſe is 16 you and rg 
your children, even, te all thee 
are 8 far off. a: epy-,05 the 


«1 eur God ul '$all, hy 4 
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I mult renounce my Gram- 
mar. and little $kill in reading 
plain Engliſh, with'the leaft of 
undertitanding, if I do not read, 
Believing Jews and their chil- 
dren, and alſe believing Gen- 
tiles and their children, bave 
that intereſt in the Promiſe that 
way be to thew a Ground of 
Faith, and confer on thew' «4 
Right te Baptiſm, And the A» 
ho iſt gloſſe that the pro» 
miſe was of extrgordinary gifts 
of the Hot Gh ft (for re bd 
no: extended to all chat are & 
far off when God doth call 
them , nor created they any 
right to: Baptiſm, for many 
time. they | follow this Sacra- 
ment ) . or that children, 
when called tothe faith of the 
Parent, ſhould have the right 
tothe Promiſe (for thatis to 
them as' called, nor. as _— 

An 
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And my mind is very foggie, 
1 am much oar if this terme 
of Relation do not diftate a 
Priviledge and Propriety by 
virtue of relation which -chil- 
dren of ſach parents as ch.|dren 
ſhould enjoy, above what chil- 
dren of other, parents did or 
could enjoy ) is too ſhort a 
Feſcue to make me read other- 
wile. 

Thus then it doth fully and 
plainly appear, that under Old 
and New Teftament admini- 
trations of the Covenant of 
Grace, the infants of heliev- 
mg parents are Foderars with- 
in the Covenant, and ſo fir and 
proper ſubjeRs of baptiſm to 
be baptized. Nor is their in» 
capacity of making a vocal pre- 
_ fefſionof Faith any bar to their 

baptiſm, for profeſſion fim- 
ply creates no right to _—_ 


\ 
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I never read the divil was bap- 
tized, and I believe the Dip- 
ping Saints will not now bap» 
tize him ; Yet he really beliey- 
ed. and more then once pro- 
feſſed, That Jeſus Chriſt was 
the Son of God. Profeſſion 
as an evidence of Covenant- 
intereſt, was the Churches 

ide to baptiſm, and the 

cripture giving another de- 
monſtration of Covenant-in- 
tereſt , iz. Deſcent from be- 
lieving parents ; that is alſo 
regarded, and the one to be 
no barto the other, but both 
in their place gives due direRi- 
on who are faederates,and to be 
baptized. 

Nor is the Argument of any 
more fofce becaule theScripture 
mentioneth vocal profeſſion 
and baptiſm upon it, but paſ- 
ſerh the other inſilence ; for 

OCCA« 
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occaſional and circumſtantial 
aQtions are no binding prece- 
dents, of univerſal direQion to 
the Church of God. The 
Church is founded in grown 
perſons, whoſe Covenant-in- 
tereſt can be known no other- 
wiſe but by vocal profeſlion, 
bux ir may be editied by infant 
Branches , who by a courſe of 
nature partake of the fatneſſe 
of the Olive, having the birth- 
right of the Covenant, Thus 
it was with Abraham and his 
ifſue,and ſo with us. 2. Where 
the general nature of the Co- 
venant}, with a long and par- 
ticular exerciſe thereof doth 
dicare, there needs no parti - 
cular expl cite directions. God 
in his wiſdome deſigning our 
Tight underſtanding and ratio- 
nal improvement of the Cove- 
nant, and our reverend eſteem 

0 
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of the old Teſtament, inits uſe 
and necellity to the Chriſtian 
Church, repreſenting unto ys 
the order of che adwiniſtrazgjion 
ofrtize Covenaiit "and-Circym- 
ction, refers usthither-far dis 
retion concerning * baptiſm; 
and we muſt needs incsealon 
ſee that the change of a mees 
Rite-or Ceremony under the 
continuation of the ſubſtance 
and {ame Covenant will never 
admit a change of the ſubjects 
to be ſealed. / 

,'Laſt of all, Infants inability 
to ation is-no bar to their bap- 
tiſm, becauſe it voids not their 
intereſt inthe Covenant : and 
the Sacrament is ſuch wherein 
they are-£0, be meerly Paſlive. 
When 1 obſerve Ged to have 
appointed the iniciating Sea) of 
initiating. grace -to be, ſuch 
where, men of the greateſt 

aRtivi- 
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aQivity are altogether Paſſive , 
he ſeemes to me to ſuggeſt 
theſe ſhall not a in-their ad- | 
miſfion into the Church , and 
receiving -6f my Covenant; 
that inability to ation may be 
no bar or hindrance to ſuch as 
have no leſſe intereſt in the Co- 
venant; and only Covenant- 
intereſt ſhall make capable of 
the Seal. 
Let not any Antipzdobaptiſt 
think to amaze us by crying , 
Why, Sir, on this ground in- 
fants may have a right tothe 
Lords Supper , for we ſay (0 
too; they have jus ad rew, 
though not jwur i» ve, their 
right is not denyed, though pre- 
ſent incapacity hinders their 
mjoyment. | 
Theſe things conſidered, 'we 
muſt tell the Anabapciſt , That 
| infants 
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infants right to the Covenant, 
and enjoyment of the iniciatie 
Seale, having been continue 
throughout the old world un- 
der the Law without the leaft 
controule, and alſo under the 
Goſpell for more then 1600 
yeares, without any Generall 
interruption or the leaſt di- 
ſturbance, untill within this 
200 yeares;, we mult find bet- 
ter warrant to diveſt us of it, 
before we part with it , and 
our antiquity (on ſo clear a 
title) in the enjoyment, me 
thinks ſhould be no meane ar- 
gument to ingenuity ; for we 
ſay in this caſe as 7ephr4:h to 
the King of Amm-:n , Judges 
11, 26. When Iſrael dwelr 5n 
Heſpbon and her towns, in » Arcs 
er Cher towns ,and in all the Ci- 
tier of Arnon,thrie hundrelyears 
Why did ye not then recover 
D thens 
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them in that ſpace? \o whilſt 
infant right to the Covenant, 
and initiating Seale dwelt in 
Zudea and her towns, in Aſia 
and her towns, and in all the 
Cities of the Church of God, 
and the borders thereof 2000 
yeares, why did you not reco0- 
yer them in that ſpace? ſurely 
now you may deſpair of ever 
doing it, how much ſoever you 
diſturb our peace, we will ne- 

ver part with this priviledge. 
Conclul, 5. The ſignifying of 
the blood of Chriſt with its ef- 
fſefts, and the ſealing of the 
Covenant of Grace is the end of 
Baptiſme ; Baptiſme is both a 
figne and Seale to excite our 
thoughts, and affe&t our mind 
with the blood of Jeſus,& afſure 
our hearts of a right unto the 
Priviledges of the Covenant, ſo 
as to argue them to our foule as 
Srounds 
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grounds of faith on which we 


are to urge God in Prayer: 
herein it agreeth with other 


| Sacrameats, and in ſpeciall cir- 


cumcifion, irito whoſe place 
and end it hath fucceeded, in 
that if is 4 ſipn and Seale of 
the righteon/neſs of faith, Rom, 
4-11. And ſo the analogy be- 
tween water in all its prop:r- 
ties, and the blood of Chriſt 
doth clearly hold, and the 
Scripture doth plainly attribute 
Remiſhon, SanRification Re- 
generation and Salvation to 
the outward (igne or a& of 
Baptiſme, as the Graces to 
be broughc to our minds, and 
made ſure to our Soules there- 
by; Mark 16. 16. eAds 2, 
38. Epb.5. 26, Titus 3.3. 
1 Per. 3.21, And it is not one 
ly 4 Seale from God to us as 
a ground of faith: but alſo from 

D 2 us 
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us to God as a reaſon of duty;lye 
our ſubjecion to it is an actu- 
all. confzxderation with God, 
that we will be called by his 
Name, live as his ſervants in all 
obedience to his will , fo that 
hereby we are bound to believe 
in Chriſt, and forſake, nay fight 
againſt ſin, this the Apoltle 
dictates when he demands 0 
the Corintiiansdirecting them 
to joynt adyancement of Chriſt, 
into whoſe name were ye Bap- 
tiztd? 1 Cor. 1.13, And Pe 
ter aggravates the Apoſtatie 0 
Chriſtians, nay non-proficiency 
in Grace with this, They have 
forgot they were waſbed from 
their old ſins, 2 Pet.1.9. Bap- 
tiſme will be a monument of 
perfidy againſt profane Chriſti 
ans toall Eternity, and aggra- 
vate their miſcry : ſo that al- 
though Baptiſme doe not cor- 

| veigh 
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J;lveigh Grace opere eperato,by the 
Ul meere work,or by any Phyſicall 
lf natural power thac is in it ſelfe , 

yet it is a morall inſtrument by 
contemplation to be rationally 
im;roved to the affeCting of our 
| hearts with our own uncleanneſs 
and the blood of Chriſt Gods 
mercy to us,and our duty to him: 
nor isit ##dum ſfignum a meer 
fizn to excite our thoughts, 
| but alſo a Reall Seale,Gods ho- 
fy Ordinance, Creating to all 
Baptiſed a Right to the Cove- 
nant, by rationall as of faith 
to be argued, to their own joy 
and duty, and pleaded to God 
in Prayer ; ſo that theſe privi- 
ledges being not poſſeſſed by all 
Baptized, ſprings not from any 
defeRts in the Ordinance, but 
negle&t in the ſubjeQs ; if men 
will not claime by a conferred 
title and viſible Seale, they de- 
ſeryedly 
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ſervecly loſe their intereſt. 

Here note that 1 have not. 
wit enough to conceive that 
the end of the Sacrament 
makes againſt infant Baptiſme, 
for infants are capable of Right 
thovgh not of claime and poſ- 
ſeſſion, and Baptiſme is givea 
as a ground, not effect of Chrt- 
ftian claime; I fee noe reaſon 
why infants may not be Sealed 


inthe cradle as well as Crown- | 


ed in the mothers belly, nor 
is there any force in the confe- 
deration of the Baptized un- 
leſle it muſt needs be aftively 
and cannot be paſlively done , 
] conceive parental] power in 
dedication to God, and the 
Soveraign nature of the Co- 
venant impoſing on the party 
Sealed, the condition to be by 
him performed as well as ſealing 
the comforts to be enjoyed, doth 


fully 


| 
( 
| 
| 
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fully enforce the confederation 
of ſuch as are at the preſent 
non-agents ; It will be. a hard 
matter to make me believe that 
Gods condeſcenſion hath loſt 
his authority any more in the 
Covenant of Grace then in the 
Covyennat of Works. or that in- 
fants are not as capable of con- 
fxderation by Baptiſme, as they 
were by Circumciſion. 

I have-Cone with the firſt 
thing to ſhew you what Bap- 
ti meis, and now come to the 
ſecond to. ſhew what is here 
meant by confident approach : 

Approach to Goa 4s the alt of a 
Baptized. ſoule , and it is done 
either by the perception of faith 
which is the evidence of things 
not ſeen, and ſubſtance of 
things hoped for : Heb. 11. 1. 
This is that perſonall and pri- 
yate a& of the ſoule. whereby 

D 4 4 
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it ſeeth and ſaluteth God at a di- 
fance wth ſighs and groans 
which cannot be uttered, and | 
receives an aſſent unto truth ap- 
prehended, which is or cannotbe | 
expreſſcd, and hereby we deny 
not the Baptiſed,in extraordi- | 
nary cauſes where the body 
cannot be waſhed by pure wa- 
ter; as inan /»adjan Countrey Þ 
remote from the Church, or þ 
in the Church under a Jimitted 
order and ſeaſon of Baptiſing , 
as it was in ſome Churches .in 
primitive times, When they 
Baptized but twice in a year, 
may draw nigh to God; no |! 
doubt but the Catechumeni, ' 
fuch as learned their Cate- | 
chiſme in order unto Baptiſme, | 
had ſweet communion with 
Cod alone whilſt they wanted 
Cor munion with the Church , 
otherwiſe they had never | 
been \ 


ralnt of Baptiſmee. + & 
Deen able to endure Martyr- 
dome. 


Or by the poſſsſſion of Glovy, 


, } when the Soule departing out 
| of the body returnes to God 
| whogave it, and is received in- 
 Þ to Abrahams boſome, or eter- 


nall blifſfe in the preſence of 
God for ever, and this I deny 


| not maybe, and doubt not is 
= enjoyed by many unbaptiſed ; 


I can neither with ſome «Ana- 
| baptiſts prant that all that dye 
in infancy, and before ftained 
with auall guilt are certainly 
ſaved; I ſee no warrant for it : 
nor yet with the Papiſts do [ 
! think all that die unbaptized 
| are damned , I believe Bap- 
J tiſme is neceſſary by reaſon of 
Gods command, and as the 
ordinary Ark or meanes of Sal- 
vation, and fo the (infull con- 
tempt or neglect of it to be 

Ds damnay 
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damnable(though I will not de- 
termine God will charge it on 
the helpeleſſe infant) yer I ſee 
not its neceſlicy to be ſo abſo- 
lute that providence ſuperce-. | 
ding the Ordinance by unſea- | 
ſonable death ſets the ſoule | 
under inevitable condemnati- | 
on ; I have confidence to meet. | 
many an uncircumciſed 1ſrael- 
tein Heaven, who died before. | 
the eighth day of his age;andif þ 
in any, in this caſe. God will. | 
hive mercy and not Sacti- | 
fice. 

Or by the preſentation of du- | 
ty : and performance of publick, | 
devoire in. the Tabernacle of 
the Lord, going up with his 
Scribes, worſhiping in his San» 
Quary, and in the Aſſemblies 
of his People in all the parts of 
Gods Worſhip, this is an ap- 
pearing before God in Zion, | 
| | and 
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and a drawing nigh untorhim in 
) | his Holy place, not to be admit» 
* | red to the uncircumciſed amongF' 
 } the Jews,nor unbaptized among 
| Chriftians ; this unto me ſeems 
' to be the drawing nigh intend- 
| ed in the Texc, and is that IT 
* intend in the DoQtrine (viz) 
| That the Leviticall Rites be- 
ing aboliſhed, and the way of 
accels to God is now by 
Goſpell Ordinances : they 
that, will uſe them muſt begin 
at Baptiſme , and firft have 
their bodies waſhed with pure 
Water, and be thereby made 
members of the body or Church 
of Chriſt, and be conſecrated 
unto God ;, withour which 
ſuch as have the charge of Gods 
Holy things mult keep them 
from intermedling with them. 

Confidence is the adjunct. 
quality of this at of approactr - 

t0-- 
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to God, and ſtands oppoſite 
un 0 the !remblings and deſpon- 
dency of the uncircumciſed Gen» 
1s/es who could expe no other 
but rejection and diſpleaſure in 
their approach to God, for that 
they were aliens and ſtrangers 
to the Common-wealth of If- 
rae], without God and with- 
out hope in the world, Eph. 3, 
II, 12, Poſitively forbidden 
approach to God and the uſe 
of his Holy thing, Ezek. 44. 
9. And 10 the terrors of the cir= 
cumciſed fewes , who though 
admitred into Gods preſence , 
were yet kept at a diſtance, and 
might not enter the Holy of Hoe 
lies in their own Perſons: but 
by their High Prieſt , but now 
ſuch was the priviledges of Be- 
lievers, and the advantage of 
Baptiſ.ne, that the Baprized 
might. not onely enter the ſan- 

Quary, 


| 
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Auary whence the uncircumei-= 
ſed were excluded , bur - alſo 
the Holy of Holirs , not made 
with bands, bur eternall inthe 
Heavens : fo that they who by 
Baptiſm have their body waſhed 
in the outward ſign, and their 
hearts ſprinkled from an evill 
Conſcience , the inward Grace 


of this Ordinance, are required 


to ſhake off all feares and 
doubts, and to encourage them- 
ſelves to the enjoyment of all 
Ordinances, and diſcharges of 
all duties whereby they may 
walke with God and hold com- 
munion with him : for that th 
are the perſons ſo qualified as. 
that the Church muſt rot one- 
ly admit them to outward aRs 
of Worſhip , but alſo a liberty 
of inward adoration ( by the 
neareſt approach they can poſ 
libly make. to God) is their 
Pti-. 
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priviledge to them is given full 
aſſurance of ready acceptance , 
for the way 1s open to. the Holi- 
eſt, the Valeis rent, the High 
Prieſt gone before, and the 1i- 
berty lett Common to all ſuch 
(chough none but ſuch) as ha- 
ving their hearts ſprinkled from 


an evill conſcience, and their: 


bodies waſhed with pure water 
do draw nigh to the ſame, both 
rtheſe are neceſſary qualificati- 
ons ; for, an approach to God 
without an heart ſprinkled muſt 
needs be diffident , and full of 
doubts, and without a body 


waſhed, dreadfall and full of | 


horrour. 


The Text anddoQtrine you 


have had expl:ined, and you ſee 
the point of doctrine plainely 
aſferting, That Baptiſme or the 


body waſhed with pure water - | 


is the eſpecial qualification that 


| 
| 
| 


muſt.. \ 
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muſt fit us for an approach to 
Ged. 

The next thing to be done 
is to prove- the doctrine, and it 
is init ſelfe a truth ſo plaine 
that none that underſtand any 
thing of the method of Golpell 
worſhip, and the neceſlitie of 
outward as and bode quali- 
fications in approachesto an 
holy God, but do ſubſcribe un- 
to the truth of it; indeed the 
late ſpiritual Chymiſts who 
have by our late overlarge liber- 
ty of conſcience,(I mean ſinful 
toleration,)had the boldneſs to 
blaſpheme all Gods holy Ordi- 
nances, and under a pretence 
of ſpirituality , to nullifie all 
outward as of worſhip gd 
qualifications to duty, have de- 
nied it:3 ndthe late Intruder 
into this place, hath openly de- 
cried the neceſſity of this qua- 
lification.. 
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lification in acceſs to God,offer- 
ing the liberty of Church Com- 
manion ard the priyiledges of 
the Covenant to ſuch as never 
paſſed under water Baptiſme, 
as if the order of the Goſpell 
were now inverted; and Gods 
Ordinances not capable of pro- 
fanation , or the anſwer of a 
good conſcience, reall grace, 
were obvious toevery eye that 
bach the charge of holy things, 
and is a Steward of the Miſte. 
ries of Salyation , I ſhall there- 
fore briefly enforce this plain 
and Generally acknowledged 
truth with theſe commonly 
known obſervations as, the rea- 
ſons thereof, 

Real. 1. Bapti/me prepared 
the Way of the Xefſab, or Chriſt 
bis apptarance in and approach 
ro the Church: the qualification 
that fits the Church for Chrilt 


his, 
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his approah to her, fits the 
Church for approach to Chriſt 
or God for theſe are recipro » 
call , the one goes not without 
areturncf the other, and the 
ſame qualification muſt be in 
both ; for that holy Majeſty is 
preſent, Holineſſe 1s in the Aſ+ 
ſembly of the Saints, when 
God comes to his peopleas well 
as in Heaven where his Peos- 
ple come to him: and all that 
will walk in this conſuming fire 
and meet this Meſſiah, and be 
made ft to enjoy him, muſt not 
onely have the heart ſprinkled 
but alſo the body waſhed with 
pure water ; Baptiſme is the 
SanRification of the People,di- 
rected to prepare them for 
Gods appearence in Mount Si- 
on: the voice of the Grand 
Herald crying in the wilderneſs 
prepare Je the way of the Lord, 

make 
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make bu paths ſtrait, Mat. 3. 
Repent and be Baptiſed :; The 
Mace of Majelty borne by the 
Meſſenger of the Meſliah to 
{trike awe. in, and require ſub- 


jection frum the expettants of | 


his con ing,was, the Bapriſme of 
amezament of lite; The le- 
velling Engine that pulled down 
and made plain all mountainy 
and proud hearts that withſtood 
the coming of Chriſt in his 
firſt appearance,was. Bapri/me , 
inſomuch that the Scribes and 
Phariſees who rejeted the 
counſell of God. againſt them- 
ſelves not being Baptized, are 
all along branded as- enemies, 
who would: not. have Chriſt 
reign over them: in.a word, 
the promiſed. and propheſied 
Elias, who was to come - before 
the Lord to prepare his way, is 
from his. preparative werk 


( which. 
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(which is plainly declared to 
have been Preaching and Bapti- 
zing) denominated fohx rhe 
Baptiſt, and the way of the 
Lord thus prepared is proclaims 
ed as a ground of Confidence 
tothe Church; 1/4.40.3.9.11. 
So that if the way of the Mef- 
ſiah his appearance muſt bethe. 
way of the Churches-approach 
to him: as it is. evident it muſt 
in that Baptiſme, did not onely 
precede , but alfo followes his 
2 ppearance, for Joby the Bap- 
tiſt did not onely prepare for 
his coming-, but ever ſince his 
aſcenſion his Miniſters do go 
reach and Baptize into the 
name of Father, Sonne and 
Holy Ghoſt; Baptiſme hath 
ever been the Diſcipling forme, 


method of matriculation in his 


Schoole, and incorporation in- 
to his body, and ſolemne con- 
ſecrati- 
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ſecration unto communion with 
him of all ſuch as were afarre 
off, but are now made nigh, 
even the people of the living 
God , their Baptiſme is the 
qualification that fits for a con- 
fident approach to God, with- 
out which we cannot be aſſured 
of acceptance. | 
Reaſ, 2. Bapts/me prepared 
Teſms Chriſt anto' the work of 
Hediatorſhip * The way of 
acceſs ro God is the ſame for 
the people as Prieft , for the 
Head as Members; for the 
Church as for Chriſt : the Me- 
diatour as Man muſt manifeft 
himſelfe Holy in all things; not 
onely in an immunity from all 
poſſtive atsof fin, but alfo a po- 
fitive performance of all duty 
he becomes in all things obedi- 
ent unto the Father; lives in 
Communion with.the _ 
an 


% 
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and is conforme to all holy Or- 
dinances; proclaiming himſelfe 
a Member of the Church be- 
fore he propoſe himſelfe a Me- 
diator for or to the Church , 
he is Baptized becauſe it thus 
became him to fulfill all Righ- 
teouſneſs, by his ſubjeRion 
to Ordinances, and thereby 
ſuiting himſelfe for his worke : 
he doth not only ſhew but ſan- 
Rifie them to be the way of 
acceſs to the Father ; for he as 
our High Prieſt hath lefr open 
the ſame way of approach,and 
as the Captain hath marched 
in the ſame ſteps of fGalvation 
in which we are to follow him , 
and we ſhall find kim Baptized, 
and ſo immediately entring on 
the exerciſe of his Mediator- 
ſhip: when(and not till then)he 
was Baptized, he is (c/rmmly in- 
angurated into his office, coming 

Out 
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out of the water the Spirit came 
viſibly on him, and the voice 
was heatd, Thi 5s my beloved 
Sen in whom [ am well pleaſed , 
hear him. We never read of 
his praying preaching and com- 
bate with the Divel cill he was 
Ba ptized, and no ſooner was he 
B aptized, but, as conſecrated to 
God, he Prayed, Luk.3.21. as 
confirmed to the Combate, he 
Was led immediately into the 
Wilderneſſe to be tempted. Mar. 
12. And as one now completely 
fitted to tranſact the buſineſs of 
mans ſalvation, he preached the 
Kingdim of God, Mat.4. By 
all which the Mediator dot 
plainly diate, That aRs of ho- 
linefſe muſt move in order , be- 
ginning at Baptiſm : and chat 
Baptiſm doth fit men to prayer, 
for temptation and all publick 
aQts of Religion; and if any 
will 
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will in confidence of acceptance 
follow the Mediator, they muſt 
have their body firſt waſhed 
with pure water, and be by 
Baptiſme thereunto prepared. 

Real. 3. Circumct [ron was the 
qualification of confident aproach 
to God under the old Covenant : 
And therefore Baptiſm having 
ſucceeded into the place, ſtand. 
ing in the ſtead, & ſerving to the 
end for whichCircumciſion ſery+ 
{ ed,muſt be ſo under the new Co- 
| venant. The adminiſtration of 
the Covenant may be altered, 
 butthe Covenant it ſelf abides 
| ſubſtancially, the ſame to the 
Church of God both in the 
Old and New Teſtament, Sa- 
craments are permanent and 
inſeparable ad junRts to the Co- 
yenant as grounds of Faith: and 
however the different admini- 
ſtration may cauſe a change 

in 
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inthe-Rite and outward Cere- 
mony, in the matter applyed , 
or form of application, yet is 
there no change in their uſe 
and (ignitication: but what 
was of old {ignified by the Seals 
of the Covenant , the ſame is 
now ſignified by ſuch as have 
ſucceeded into their place; thus 
the Lords Supper ſupplyeth the 
room of the PVaſſeover, an 
Baptiſm the room of Circum- | 
citon ; ſo that whatever Cir- 
cumciſiondid confer on its ſub- 
jects, the ſame priviledges are 
by Baptiſm conferred on its ' 
ſubjets. And Circumciſion 
was to the Jews the ds0r of ad- 
miſſion into the Church, the 
Ceremony of Conſecration ro 
fuch as approach to the Lord : '; 
and the Charatter of diſtinftion 
on the people of the living God, 


and ſo the qualification that was 
unto 
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unto them che ground of con 
tidence in approach to God ; 
hence Circumciſion. and Uncire 
\ £umcs/con are thediftingaiſhing 

terms 'þetween the Jewes (the 
only people related-unto God) 
and the Gentiles. ( that were 
afar eff , without God, and 
without bopein the world, Rows. 
2.26. Eph.2.11, 12.) and the 
approach of the uncircumciſed 
unco the Sanctuary of God, is 
declared to be a polluting and 
profaning of Gods SanRtuary, 
#z#k. 44 7, 9. therefore ſuch 
are-forbidden.the leaſt approach 
to God , they may not enter. 
the SagQuary nor obſerve the 
Lords Pafleover, E x04. 12.48. 
Nay, the uncircumciſed muſt be 
cut-off. from the Lord people , 

Ger.17.14. And if a fir 
will come nigh to God and 
havea place in his _— , 
E e 
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he muſt firſt lay hold on the 
Covenant of God and be Cir- 
cumciſed ; ſo that by Circum- 
ciſion Jews were acknowledged 
.and Gentiles proſelyted mem- 
bers of the Church, entituled 
to the Coverant, and entruſted 
with the liberty of acceſle to 
God in his SanRuary. 

That Baptiſm is the Ordi- 
dinance under the New Teſta- 
ment anſwering unto Circum- 
ciſionin the Od, can any that 
obſerve the order of Goſpel, the 
ceſſation of Circumciſion , the 
regular ſucceſſion of Baptiſm 
into its place, believe Tome 3+ 
fial Seal eſſential to Goſpel ad- 
winiſtration, and ſee none efta- 
bliſhed if Baptiſme be excluded? 


and find Bepriſen in all things 3 


fully þ 7 OI of what on 

franified by { srenmciffon, 

A bapcila i faccreded in 
c 
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the room , ſerves to the end 
that Circumciſion did ; and fo 
confers the ſame priviledge of 
confidence, and is Eſſentiall 
neceſſary to ſuch as approac 
to God in acts of worſhip. 
Uato fuch 1 would in ſhort ſay, 
D:d Circumeiſion incorporate 
imo the Church? are we not 
all Baptized into one Body, 
I Cor, 12.13 2 did Circumci- 
ſion pur the name of God on 


any? do not as many as are 


Baptized put on Jeſus Chriſt, 
Gal.3.27> Was Circumciſion 
a ſign of Regeneration, cal- 
led the Circumciſion of the 
heart > Are not the Baptized 
buryed with Chriſt in baptiſm ? 


Doth not the Apoſtle in this 
3 very reſpeQ note the a 


of theſe two diſtin, bur not 
different Seals, Col. 2.11,12 ? 
Did not Circumciſion ſeal the 

Ea Co- 
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Covenant of Grace, / will be 
vr God? 1s it not therefore cal» 
Jed the Seal of the righteouſneſs 
by Faith, Row 4 11 2 Isvot the 
propriety to the promiſe of 
Grace, Remiſhon andiSalvati» 
onthe very ground entituling 
and encouraging to Baptiſme 
as the Seal thereof, «18.2. 38, 
39? And is not this agree- 
ment ſufficient to demanſtrate, 
chac Baptiſm is now what. Cirs+ 
eumciſion "was of old to. the 
Church? What if in ſome 
things theſe ewo Seals do differ, 
is the difference ſo eſſential as 
to deny the facceſſion--bf the 
ohe to the other ? It is true, 
the one was by blood, the other 
by water, the one is to male 
an@femal, boch. fexes, the other | 
to malts only ; the one limitted 
tothe tighth day, the other left 
at liberty: but do theſe or = 
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like hinder cithex the one or 
other from being ordinances of 
Incorporation to the Church , 
Conſecration to God, or Con» 
firmation to. our confidence in 
drawing nigh to God > Will 
not the differences be found as 
many and great between the 
Paſſeover and the Lords Sup- 
per, yet the ſucceſſion of the 
one to the other will not be de- 
nyed > Circumſtantigl diffe- 
rences do ſhew they are not the 
ſame in ſubſtance and matter , 
bur they muſt be eſſential diſa« 
Sreements that ſhall deny a ſuc- 
ceſlion unto the ſame uſe and 
end, And if Baptiſm be. not- 
the Ordinance that ſupplyeth 
the room of Circumciſion, what 
doth > How isit called > when 
and where was it inſtit: e:d? 
and who were ever conſecrated 
by it ſa as to have the holgopls 

E 3. 
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of acceſſe ro God ? Or is the | 
Church defeRive under the New 
Teſtan.ert as to an initiating 
Seal, ſo that the holy things 
of God lie common, no viſible 
badge of holineſle is now to de- 
fcride them- that may with 
freedome uſe them. 

Moſt rude and ridiculous is 
that objeRed bar to this ſuc- 
ceſlion that ſome Antipzdoba 
tiſts have urged and talked of 
among you, viz. Circumciſion | 
was a National priviledg, and 
enly ſealed the promiſe of Ca- 
raan to the children of [(ra0l, 
If ſo, how then came it to be 
uſed before Iſrael was a Nati- 
on ? and how came it to beuſed 
after the land was poſſeſſed and 
the promiſe accompliſhed ? 
Why doth Aſoſes mention the 
Covenant of Grace, 7 wil! be 
your Gd, as the ground and 

reaſon 
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rea'on of Circumciſion > To 
what doth the Circumciſion of 
heart ſo frequently mentioned 
in Scripture allude? it is often 
joyned with the Circumciſion of 
fleſh; What was the benefit 
of C:rcamcifion ro the proſe- 
tyted Gentiles? We nevefread 
thac by the virtne of it they de- 
manded, or the Jews divided 
to them any portion of the 
Land of Canaan, And it will 
be an hard matter to make me 
believe it did to them Seal a 
Blank, for that I find it in Scri- 
pturecalled, 4 /aying hold on 
the Covenant of God , and the 
Uncircumciſion are declared 
ſtrangers to the Covenant, and 
withour God, and without 
hope in the world. Why doth 
the Apoſtle define Circumci- 
ſion to be the Seal of the righ- 
. teouſneſſe of Faith? I find 
E 4 this- 
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this phraſe to. denominate. the | 
C ovenant of Crace ard its Spi- | 
ritual priviſedges , but that it | 
ever denominated Canaan, Or 
any National priviledges, ] am 
yet to be informed. And the 
limitation of it unto the perſg- 
nal faith of Abraham is ſo. ins 
conſiſtent to the ſcope of the 
Text, ablurde in it ſelf, and 
ſmells ſo much of Popiſh B«/- 
larmine, tht I cannot but 
avoid ( I had almoſt ſaid ab- 
hor) it, Bur laſtly, 1 wou'd 
Query whether the adverſaries 
of Circumciſion ſealing the 
Covenant of Grace , did ever 
yet obſerve adjuntts ſeparable 
from a Covenent to bear the 
w#ame of 4 Covenant? or did 
ever yet diſcern that the Land 
of Canaan Was an «ppendent On 
the Covenant, . but not of the 


4 ſexce of the Corenagc, _ 
| i 
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if they well ſtudy, I doubt not 
but they witl corre their ig- 
norance and the errors thence 
arifing, and ſo with us con- 
clude, That Circumciſion ſealed 
Spiricual priviledges to the- 
Jews as Baptiſm doth to Chri-- 
ltians ; and Baptiſm ſucceeding 
to its uſe and ends, muſt have 
the ſame ſubjects, and is now 
the ſpecial ground of confident 
approach to God. | 

Reaſ, 4. The nature and or- 
ger of Baptiſm doth diſpoſe wms 
a confident" approach to God:. 
Baptiſm is a Seal and rhe firſt 
Seal to rhe Covenant of Grace 
and Salvation, and ſo is a 
ground of Faith, and an n- 
couragement in accefſe to God. 
Butin the Nature of © Bapti/m 
three things do diſpoſe unto 
confidence in approach to the- 
Lord; 

E 5. I, It- 
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1. It is an Ordinance of : 
Conjuncion to the Church. 

2, Conſeeration to God. 

3. Confcederation with God, 
And every one of theſe are 
Reaſons of boldneſſe in Acceſs 
and aſſurance of Acceptance. 

I. Baptiſm is an Ordinance of 
coojuuction to the Church, 
The Church is. Chriſts Body , 
and every individual Chriftian 
is the members thereof, unic= 
ed by Boptiſm as by Nerves 
and Sinews: None but the 
Church may come- nigh unto 
God, in Zion every. one muſt 
appear before God :. Chriſt is | 
only converſant with hisSpouſe, | 
if the Gentiles will drew nign 
ro the God of Faceb, they muſt 
zoyn themſelves to- Iſrael the 
people of the- Lord : and all ' 
believers that will come nigh | 
to God, muſt be added tothe | 
Chorch; all the promiſes of 

God: 


—_ 
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God are made to the Chnrcs ; 
and all the adminiſtraffons of 
the Covenant. are in and tO 
the Chareb,, Ex. Eccleſia nul- 
la Salus, out of the Church no 
Salvation. They that will come 
nigh to- God. as his: children, 
muſt be the daughters of. S;on , 
of the houſhold of Faith, and 
Commonwealth of. Iſrael. To 
be caſt out of the- Church, is 
to be debarred all priviledges of 
grace, & delivered over toSatan: .. 
for that relation to the Church 
is the only reaſon of every indi- 
vidual believers claim of pro» 
miſes and priviledges, & ground 
of confidence in all worſhip un» 
. to God; and this relation is 
conferred by Baptiſm, 1 Cor. 
| I2.13., We are all Baptized in- 
| to one Body , whether we bs 
| Fews or Greeks, bond or fres. 
| Baptiſmis the only badg of di- 
ſtinion to the Lords people; 
ky - the: 


my ome; 


% 
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the very door of admiſſion id- 
ro the houſhold of Faith; the 
yery method of matriculation 
co Chriſt , his Diſclples ; 'and 
manner ofadding to the Church 
ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, «FZ.2. 
41. Ina word, Baptiſm is the 
band of union to all- Gods fer 
yants, binding ther to a con+ 
ftant 2dherencre to- his Name, 
and joynt attendance on his 
Worſhip, and is the bar of di- 
viſion from all others that are 
yet ftrangers to the Covenant, 
fo as that until baptized they 
may not commuhicate of the 
holy things of God with the 
Church , nor come nigh with 
them to'the Lord. In the Pri- 
mitive times of the Church che 
Catechumeniſts, who were pre- 
paring for Baptiſm, not having 
been yet Baptized, were ſent 
ſrom Chyrch Communion and. 
holy 
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holy priviledges with the pro- 
fane and pxnitentiaries by the 
ay of Sacra Sacris, boly things 
for hely men: but when by 
Baptiſme they were incorpora- 
ted into the Church then they 
continued in prayer, breaking of 
bread and every att of Worſhip 
ro God with confidence : ſo that 
till the Church appear «xr 
mother we ſee no warrant to 
call Ged Father, his children are 
no vagrants in the hjgh way 
and hedges, and when begotten 
by uncorruptiblte ſeed *of the 
Word were by Baptiſme,placed 
in the lap, and laid to the breſts 
of the Church, then as her chil- 
dren we claim all the Priviledg- 
es of the Covenant and come 
to the throne of Grace with 
confidence, nor may any with- 
out a forfeiture of Baptiſme 
be. judiciatly exacted by the- 

| Ch urch; 
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Church deny our relation and 
liberty of acceſle to God, 1 ne- 
ver yet could conceive any 
warrantable. reaſon to deny the 
liberty of acceſſe to the Lords 


table to ſuch Baptized ſoules 


whoſe horrid profaneneſs and 
obſtinate ſpirits did not make 
them obnoxious to the cenſures 
of the Church in order to their 
excommunications and diſmem- 
bring from the body, and cer- 
tainly Circumciſion did. not 
more firmly incorporate un- 
to the Church under the Law, 
and conferre a liberty. of ap- 
proach untothe SanRuary,then 
Baptiſme doth ugder the Goſ- 
Il, 

wh 2. Baptiſme 5, a» Ordinance 
of Conſecration unts God, God 
is a Cod of Holineſs and will 
be ſanQified in ſuch- as come 
unto him ;. none may appear 

before. 
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before him in their propbane- 
neſſe; the Maſle of Mankind 
is ſo prophaned with fin that 
men in common may not a 

pear before God, ſuch as ſhall 
adorebim muſt be adorc.ed for 
him, and if they will ho!d com» 
munior with him they muſt be 
conſecrated to him ; God 
never comes nigh to Iſrael: but 
he firſt calls to have 1he people 
Santhified , nor comes the 
Meſſiab before his Meſſenger 
had prepared ki way; Iſrael 
the onely Nation that Holds 
communion with and comes 
to God arecalled pg» holy Na- 
t5on beeauſe corffecrated b 

Circumciſion; hence Circumct- 
ſion is the terme and title of 
a Sant: fied people , but uncir- 
cumciſion the title and terme 
that denominates the propha- 
xations that might not come 


nigh 
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nigh to Ged: Itis Gods com- 
mand that ſuch as were not firſt 
ſanRified by Circumciſion muſt 
not touch the Paſleover , and 
it is given incharge to the keep- 
ers of the SanRtuary that the 
uncircumciſed enter not into it 
to pollute it ; unhaJlowed things 
much leſle unhallowed perſons, 
might not come nigh to God 
under the Law; the holinefſe 
of God is the ſame under the 
Goſpeli, and therefore ſuch as 
will come nigh unto him meſt 
be conſecrated, for he will have 
acceptable Sacrifice to be offer- 
ed by « choſen Gener ation, a Roy« 
all PrieſtboM, an holy Nation , 
1 Pet. 2. 5. 9. Men muſt be 
brought out of the bigh wayes 
and hedges and in his houle be 
cloathed with a wedding gar- 
ment, that with any confidence 
willex peRt a welcome to 17 

wel- 


| 
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wedding Super, at. 22. And 
the only Ordinance of Conſe- 
crationto God is Baptiſme:T his 
is the badg of diſtinRion and bar 
of diviſion between the holy and 
prophane; if the Lord Jeſus 
will preſent his Church to God 
he Santtifieth it by the vo_y 
of water through the Wor 
Epheſ. 5.26. Ard if ever we- 
will enter irito the Kingdom of 
Heaven we muſt be born of the 
Water and ſpirit ; by Baptilme 
Weare purified from the corrup= 
tions that are in the world 
through Iaft,and ſolemnly dedi- 
cated unto the name of Father 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, hereby 
we are ſeparated from ,the 
world and added totheChurch ; 
and the Baptized continue to- 
gether in the Apoſtles dotrine 
in prayer and breaking of bread, 
and all afts of worfosp, ſothac 

being 
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being thus conſecrated, called 
out of the maſſe of mankind 
and confticuted & peculiar and 
holy people to the Lord: Let 
us draw nigh in full aſſurance 
having our bodies waſhed with 
pure water. 

3. Baptifme is as Ordinance 
of Confederation with God ; 
two cannot walke together ex- 
cept they be agreed, God isa 
conſuming fire to man if he 
condeſcend not a Coyenant, as 
a ſhreene to prevent its ſcorch- 
ing heat; / will be your God 
' and ye frall be my people is the 
onely argument of encourage- 
ment to Abrabam to walk with 
God and aſſurance of Believers 
acceptance with God , puilty 
man cannot come nigh offended 
God without ſome aſſurance 
that wrath is appeaſed and God 
Reconciled : none ſince _— 
all. 
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fall can come nigh to God as 
a Creator, and Redemption 
muſt be tranſmitted by a Cove- 
nant, and the Adminiſtrations 
of the Covenant mult be the 
onely pledge of aſſurance and . 
encouragement uato acceſs to 
God; the Covenant of God 
with Levi is the onely liberty 
of the Prieſts entrance in the 
Sanitum Santtorum, the Cove- 
yant of Mediatorſhip is the con- 
fidence of Jeſus Chriſt, his inter- 
ceſſion, and the Covenant of 
Circumciſion the Iſrgelites title 
to the Paſſeover and freedom 
of the SanQuuary , and the 
Covenant of Baptiſme Chriſti» 
ans Right to the Lords Table 
and freedome of drawing nigh 
to God; the Baptized do con- 
fxderate with God, you have 
heard, before that they muſt be 


federati , in Covenantthat are 
ſubjects 
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ſubjeRts of Baptiſme, rhe pro- 
wile is to you, is the ground 
and reaſon why any is Baptized; 
Baptiſme is the mucuall aR 
of ſealing the Covenant be- 
tween God and the foule, by 
this outward ſign and pledge 
God aſſareth us he wil/ be oxn 
Ged , pardon our fin, ſubdue 
our Corruption by the blood 
of Chriſt, and we anſwerable 
ipulate wich God, that we 
W/l. accept him ta be our God it 
Evrif , we will be called by 
is name and become his ſer« 
vants; ſo that Baptiſme isan ar« 
gument pleadable in prayer for 
the remiſſion of fin and Santi» 
fication, and an engagement, 
unto duty againſt all impiety 
co be urged under all temptati- 
ON, as$it is a Sacrament it is a 
reciprocall boad between God 
and the foule : when: Pax 


would 
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would check the Corinthians 
ſchiſme he doth ir by 'this 
quzry, were ye Baptized tte 
the name of Paul? importing 
2p are to call your ſelves by 

is name with whom yougen- 
fxderated in Baptiſme : fo that 
the Baptized being Gods fede. 
rates, #he Covenant being- in 
theic fleſh, they muſt needs be 
qualified with confidence 10 
come.-nigh .to God, having 
ſuch a ground of faith 'where- 
to.claime the promiſes as 
is the Seales of the Covenant, 
the moſt efticonragi - argu- 
ment that ever Gods people 
urged: in -aceeſs to God is, Lord 
remember thy Covenant , weare 
thy people, | 

We fee then, that if we will 
be guided in our drawing vigh, 
God by the, way-of Chriſt, 
his apy carance t0 his 'Church, 

or 


94 TheVerine and 


or approach to his Father-as a 
Mediator, or if we obſerve the 
ſucceſſion of Baprtiſme to Cir- 
cumcifion, or nature: of Bap- 
tiſme as an Ordinance of con- 
fxderation with God, conſe- 
cra'ioh ro God, conjunCtion to 
the Church of God , we mult 
needs be convinced that Bap- 
tiſme.or the body waſhed with 
pure water is an eſpeciall quali- 
fication that firs us for acceſſe 
to God. And now we proceed 
to the application of the Do- 
wx 

The firſÞ wſe then that we 
ſhould make of this point is 
of informatinn, and that teach- 
eth us this Leſſon, Bepriſme 5s 
an Ordinance of cn dige 
n@y ard abſolute neceſſity to be 
purſued and hiphly prized by 
the people of God that will 
draw nigh unto bim ; for - is 

. the 
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the eſpeciall qualification that 
firs us with confidence to draw 
nigh unto him, as it isan Orz 
dinance of God, it is the obje& 
of reverence and eſteem and 
indiſpenſably "neceſſary by rea- 
ſon of Divine command 070 
be ſleighted by fuch as pr-teſſe 
fubje&ion to bim : but of much 
more value when conſidered as 
the Ordinance of incorpordti- 
on into Chriſts body, mactricu- 
lation into the houſhold of 
faith, and confecration unto an 
holy God, and ſoic doth not 
onely call for affetion, eſteem 
honour and reverence : but a 
ſo it preſents it felfe unto our 
reaſon,and impoſerh it ſelfe on 
our conſcience as uſefull and in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary, whilſt it 
appeares not onely as a». a of 
worſhip, but Organ of G#ace and 
inltrument of much good _ 

eae 
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the ſoule, the which though 

it doth doth not conterre, opere 

operato by meer application as 
y any Phyſiciall power in it 

ſelfe, yet it is a morall inftru- 


ment offering matter to the ra- F 


tionall argumentations and diſ- 


courſes of a believing ſoule, | 


either to the encouragement 


of his faith or enforcement of | 


duty, ardis by divine inſtituti- 
on Gods method and inſtru- 
ment whereby he hath graci- 
ouſly confirmed theſe priviledg- 
es,and (0 it is neceſſary not one» 
ly ratione precepti, 4 command» 
ed duty : but alſo medis. as 4 
worall meanes to be managed 
by meditation and Divine me- 
thed preſcribed by the Lord, as 
that whereby we may claime 
his promiſe and conclude a re- 
latidn toand firneſſe for Com- 
munion with him, asd without 
which 
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which we cannot ordinarily ex- 
pe his bleſſing, and be accoun- 
ted his people; and what he 
doth in extraordinary cales 
where he providentially ſuper- 
ſedeth an Ordinance, as by un- 
timely de:th, and the like, doth 
no way abate the dignity or ab- 
ſtrat from the neceſſity of 
waſhing the body wich pure 
water by the Sacrament of 
Baptiſme, the conviction of 
this truth will call tor a conſtant 
an! reverent attendance on 
Bapciſine and conſcientions uſe 
of it in all covenient opportu- 
niti* thic Gol! till give us, and 
check che contempt and profane 
neglett tliercot chatis not a lite 
tle abou; Ted. » our ſhame and 
with gr::{ of heart be it ſp>ken) 
in th? mtdik «f ns; were men 
bur rigatly affeted w.th the 
nature of Baptiſme, they would 

; ſee 
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ſee in it beauty, and of it a 
great neceilicy. Was not waſh. 
ing of the fleſh neceſſary and 
the holy. Garment glorious in 
Iſrael becauſe they ficred for 
approach to God and entrance 
irto the holy place? if men 
were but really convinced that 
the body waſhed with pure wa- 
ter was a ground of aſſurance, 
becauſe a qualification of acceſs 
to God, that B ptiſme is the 
onely band of union and dooe 
of admiſſion into the Church , 
the formall conſecrati-n to th e 
ſervice of the living God, what 
an elteem of Paptiſme muſt 
needs poſleſſe their hearts, 
and make them not content 
without, but carefull to purſue 
it,as ſeeing into Gods preſence 
there is no approach to ſuch 
as are not ſanifted by the 
waſhing of water chrough the 
Word ? but a preſling unto 

Gods 
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Gods Ordinances, not thus 
prepared, muſt be a preſumptt- 
on no leſs then damnable; nay 
how would the ſence of Bap- 
tiſme affe& the hearr with joy , 
whilſt thereby we are made 
Members of Gods Church (an 
higher priviledg then che Co- 
ronation of aKing C.)and made 
fir for the worſhip of an holy 
God, the ground of all ala- 
crity and boldnefle in the uſe of 
his Ordinances > How muſt ſuch 
a ſoule ſay what a happy con» 
dicion am I nowin,who through 
Gr-ce have my body waſhed 
with pure water, and joyned to 
the houſhold of faith, and ſan- 
Rited for the ſervice of that 
conſuming fire and Holy God, 
whom to a»proach unto, it's 
the greateſt happinefſe man can 
enjoy? whilſt others are a far 
off , debarred the Holy things 

F 2 of 
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of Grace, and dare not inter- 
medd'e with the Holy things of 
God , nor draw nigh unto his 
Holy place, | come with free- 
dome into his SanRuary , and 
claim the liberty and priviledg- 
es thereof by virtue of Bap- 
tiſm, that Covenant of God 
which is upon my fleſh, in this 
there fore I will rejoyce before 
the Lord. Nay, the ſenſe of 
Bapriſme as a qualification for 
acceſſeto God would ſet our 
hearts into a reverent uſe and 
dreadfull attendance on the 
adminiſtration of it to orhets , 
whileſt the Elemeat is weak and 
ſimple, its uſe and end muſt 
make it glorious and powerful, 
whilſt commnn waſhing is 
contemptible, a bathing the 
fleſh at the door of the 
Tabernacle in order to an 
entrauce into the Holy place, 
and 
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and appeararte Þefore God is 
dreadful; fhawugh Wax and 
tis pe a2Ix p6ar,and vile,& 

aſe,and common Commodities 
moſt Shops afford Commodities 
much higher prized , yet theſe 
conjoyned by the band of Ma- 
jelty to makea Patent, Deed or 
Magna Charratolecure ſome 
Granr,priviledge or great reve- 
nue, is of-much more worth 
and value, and received with 
more reverence ard eſteem ; if 
we look on water, we lee itis an 
Ele:nent as low as comm on; as 
me:wyrrour eſteem, as ordinary 
in me; uſe; and this is ready to 
raiſe in our hearts contemptible 
thoughes, and make us fay, 
what a bergerly Element and 
baſe Adminiſtration is th's 2 
What profit can be in the 
Application of an handſull of 


waicr? But when we ſhall cona 
© ſider 
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(:4er that water is applyed by 
yertue of Gods Command. , as 
8g m«.{t ſacred Ordirance, to ſig- 


r:ihe the blood of Chriſt where» ; 


by we are cleanſed from all 
ſn, to ſeale unto us the Cove» 
nant of Grace and all its pri- 


viiedges of Salvation, to et | 


us in union with the Church 
to the enjoyment of all Goſpel 
Ordinances , and SanRtihe us 
as a peculiar people, that may. 
and muſt draw nigh toGCod in 
aſſurance of faith ; what luſtre 
doth there appear in the Or- 
dinance ? what reverence doth. 
then raiſe our Spirits > what 
high and honourable regard 
doe we then ſee we ow unto this 
common and contemptible at 


of Baptiſme ? oh what prayers 
for efficacy ? what prayſes for | 


enjoyment, what pleaſure in 


a4miniſtration ? muſt the con- | 


ſecrating- 


| 


| 
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ſecrating, qualifying and ſoule- 
encouraging aſſuring nature of 
Baptiſme . effeRt in all ſuch as 
are ſeriouſly affeRed with Gods 
Holineſs and the order of ap- 
proach co: him 2 unto all ſuch 
Baptiſme is no carnall begpar- 
ly and unproficable Element, 
but a Glorious Spirituall Evan- 
Selicall Adminiſtration of ex- 
ceeding dignity ; no Church 
complement and matrer of in- 
differency that may or may not 
be uſed without any damage, 
but a compleat duty by reaſon 
of Divine command. and its 
own due nature, diſpoſing. man 
into ſuch. a devout relation to 
God, and ſo:of indiſpenlable- 
necellity. 

UV/e 2. Is of reproofe, juſt- 
ly to blame that diſeſtreme and 
diſregard of Baptiſme that is 
to be found "—P Ks 5 ONT. Age 

4. 
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of liberty hath ſet us ſo looſe 
to Goſpell Ordinances that 
many can be not onely content 
wichout them, but alſo readily 
run into thecontempt of them, 
how few in the midit of us 
underſtand the nature and ſeek 
the uſz of Baptiſme as a ground 
of iaith and Ordinance of Con. 
ſecration, and ſo of confident 
acceſs to God ; mens princi- 
ples and practiſe doth proclaim 
their palpable ignorance of 
fuch priviledges poſſeſſed 5y 
the boy waſhed with pu-e was 
ter : How many (to our ſhame 
and with griefe be ic ſpoken ) 
do uſe Baptiſme as a meere 
Coney complement and 0295 
ve-ent Ceremony ? to the con- 
tent of their wives, kinsfylke, 
friends or neighbours, bring 
their children to be Baptiſed 
Without any awe of an Ordi- 

| narce 
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nance of God ufon their ſpirit 
or apprehenilon of advantage 
to be by Baptiſme conferred , 
or delign and intention of ſo- 
lemne dedicarion of their ch1!- 
drea to God and his ſervice, 
and ſo to have Gods name and4 
Covenant ſtamped ufon their 
fleſh, and them fi ted for ac- 
celle to God in the Aſſembles 
of his people; and hence it is 
that they are at colt and care 
for the ctrilities that attend the 
Baptiime of their children , 
but as for re Solemne praiſes 
of God, for the blcling of the 
Covenant, prayers for a blel- 
ſing on an Orcdinar ce, and care- 
full inftrution of, their Baptt- 
zed children in the c »nſecrating 
nature of Baztiſme . che bold- 
nefle it creates, ard the duty of 
accels to God it impoleth,tt ele 
come not into his thoughts, col} 

4 lum 
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him no care or pains, his friends 
Zone, and work done, he thinks 
himſelfe well rid of a pieceof 
trouble, and purſues that dayes 
enjoyments to no more ad- 
vantage : nay how many fit ſo 
luke-warme in minds and af- 
feRions to Baptiſme that they 
think it to be a meer Ceremony, 
and matter of indifferency, :f 
their body be waſhid they are- 
content, but they know no- 
good it hath done them : and 
if it be ot waſded they are as- 
well pleaſed, they ſee no loſſe | 
they undergoe by the want of } 
it, and they can accompany | 
with the Baptized or unbaptized. 
in the Aſſemblies of Geds 
people and Adminiltrations of 

Grace, they matter not an out- { 
ward Ceremony , but look after 
the inward and hidden Man of: | 
ee heart; trueand reall Grace | 


without 
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without any outward Ordi- 
nance, ſhall be the ground of 
their communion; but ſay 
Circumciſion or Uncircumciſion 
avails not to them; muſt it not 
be concluded that theſe men 
yet need to be informed in the 
firſt rudiments of the Dodtrine 
of God, even the Doctrine of 
Baptiſmes ? and to be convinc- 
ed, thatthe body waſhed with 
pure water , is the qualification 
preſcribed by a glorious God, 
co conſecrate ſuch as with con- 
fidence approach before him ? 
and ſo the contempt of ic muſt 
needs be prophane and da:ge- 
rous; nay,coo many in the midſt 
of us, open their black mouths 
and give their blaſphemous 
tongues the liberty of decty- 
ing and vilifying this Holy Oc- 
dinance, envying againlt it as a 
caraal, ba'e, beggarly Elemene, 
an 
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an Excrementious Ordinance , 
and Antichriſtian Idol, and 
piece of abomination ; ſo hor- 
ribly profane and impudent do 
impoſtors grow by liberty, thar 
they will outface God, tand 
ſpeak blaſphemouſly of Divine 
in:t.cucion, and the appointed 
ordr of acceſle to God in the 
aſſemblies of Is peopls. Nay, 
wait ſhall we ſay to the rude 
r2cellion of pzople from the 
apolication of Baptiſm to 0- 
thers > or their irreverent at- 
tendance 0n it, asSif it concern- 
ed not them, or were no part of 
Gods worſhip; and of choſe 
emineat pretenders unto Saints 
ſhip, who diſown the relation 
of men Baptiz2d to God, and 
tt emſelves ( aSFthe people of 
God ) ſtarding. a: a diſtance 
from the conſecrated to the 
Lord; fcvice, as if profane and 
all. 
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alcogether ſtrangers to the 
Covenant, and many other 
profane carriages that are in- 
ſuitable to ſo holy an Ordi- 
nance : But Generalia non pun- 


gunt ; not to confine my elf 


to Generals, which will hardly 
reach the heart and conſciences, 
Give me leave to take notice 
of thoſe principles and practi- 
ſes thar are inconſiſtent with 
this holy uſe and nature of Bap- 
tiſme, and do irdeed profanely 
militate againſt this deftriue 
that teacheth you, That Bap. 
tiim, or the body waſhed with 
pure water, is the eſpecial qua- 
Iification of confidence in ap- 
prozch to God in the aſſemblies 
of his people : and I ſhall Rank 
them into tifSorder , and 
make them known by theſe 
names : 
They are ſuch who, 

| I. Di- 
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1, DiRate to the unbapti- | 
zed a liberty of acceſſe to 
God. 

2. Diſown and decline their 4 
Baptiſm in their approaches to 
God. 

3. Diſregard Baptiſm admi- | 
niſtred to others, | 

4. Diſeſteeme the priviledges 
conferred by Baptiſm, 

5. Declare not to theirs Bap- 
tized the dignity and duty of | 
Baptiſm. | 

6. Deny the Baptized the li- | 
berty of acceſſe to God in the | 
aſſemblies of his people and uſe | 
of his Ordinances. | 

Unto each of thefe this Do- | 
Arine doth ſpeak Reproof and | 
Blame, as we ſhall nore in the | 
particular QWbnſideration of 
them. And | 

Firſt, If the waſhing of the* 
body with pure water or ow 

ttm 
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tiſm be the eſpecial qualification: 
of confident approach ro God: 
in the aſſemblies of his people, 
then Generally are they too- 
blame,. who do: Di&are to the 
unbaptized « liberty of _—_ ts 
Ged. Many in this Remiſle age: 
of ours, can make Baptiſm a 
matter of no moment in their 
Communion ;. they can hold: 


' Communion with baptized or 


unbaptiſed , and cry out, Cir- 
cumciſion or uncircumciſion is- 
to them nothiag , as ifthis Or- 
d:\nance of Baptiſm were ren- 
dred indifferent as the nullified 
Ordinance of Circumciſion, 
And they themſelves complain 
of rigor and — in ſuch 
as impoſe Bapr:ſq as the ground 
of Communion in the Church, 
and decline the adminiſtration 
cf holy things to the unbap- 
tized ; theſe call for inward. 


grace, 
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grace, the anſwer of a good 
conſcience, Real love to Je- 
ſus Chrilt, and then they care 
not whether they ever paſſe 
under the outward Ordinance 
or-be Baptized. And herein 
the Lukewarmneſle of private 
men isnot ſo mich to be bla» 
med, for that che leaders of 
the people cauſe them co erre, 
ſome char ſtand in che m:dit of 
you as guides, and proteſls 
themſelves Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriit, and teachers of the 
truth, have not been aff ail 
(if I miy nat fay aſhaned ) 
poſitively co affirm, and (intins 
Pulpit) plainly co t21ch as chez 
very mind of Gud, Tia Bip- 
tim 1 nat the ground of Conren 
Communion, Fr real Frace,the 


aniwer of a g19d4 Conſcience, by 
the Reſurreitinr of Chrift from 
the dead; and thereture did 
offer 
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offer and afhrm , That al- 


though 4 man weve altegether 
$2 Hordnt of the Diltrize of 
Baptiſm, and hid never paſſed 
unaer that ont ward Ordinance, 
yet be conld own him as 4 men- 
ber of the Church, hild Com- 
munion with him , and admit 
bim 19 all the Ordinances of fe* 
ſus (+riſt, and much to this 
purpoſe, which itands in a di- 
ret contradiction to this truth, 
and declared uſe of Baptiſm. 
For if 1t be the qualification of 
acceſſe to God, the door of 
admiſlion into the aſſemblies of 
Gods people, and way of con- 
ſecration unto Communion in 
the holy chings of God : muſt 
itnot needs be profanenefle to 
adminiſter the holy things of 
God to ſuch as are not thus 
qualited 2 and preſumption to 
invite ſuch unto the participa* 

tion 
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tion of them > But alittle to 
expoſtulate with the aſſerrers of 
tis Baptiim-ſubverting notion :; 
Will God be worſhipped 
by owward Ordinaces ? 
and muſt cheſe Ordinan- 
ces be enjoyed in order, ſome 
preparing for participation to- 


others? Is Bapeiſm the firſt 


Ordinance of the Goſpel 2 Jni- 
tiating Seal of che Covenant? 


Door of admiſſion into the | 
Church > and method of Ma- : 
triculation into the houſhold: | 


of Faith> and way of conſe- 
cration unto Communion wit 


God and his people ? Is it not | 
reckoned among the firſt prin» | 


ciples of the Word of God, to 
be learned by all Diſciples en» 
tred into Chriſt's School? And 
if ſo, muſt it not be horrid 
profaneneſs to decry the know- 


ledge of Baptiſm and its Do- | 


QArine 


| 
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Qrine?- To exyoſe communion 
with God and his people to- 
common hands never ſancified, 
and by body waſhing ſeparated 
from the heap of mankind, on 
whom Baptiſm never ſtamped 
holineſſe > and groſle impt 

to fling open the door of Gods. 
houſe that dogs and ſwine may 
enter at pleaſure, there being 
no baptiſmal badge of diſtin- 
Rion between them and: the- 
children of God? Is ir not 
preat prod'pality to offer the 
priviledges of the Covenant to: 
every hand, not having any 
Sealed intereſt whereon to- 
claim? Ts it not grievous pre- 
ſymption to decline the dire&ted 
order of the Goſpel , and dil- 
pence the boly things of Ged 
in a way and method contrary 
to that whereby Chrift and 
his Apoſtles either injoyned - 
CU. 


worſhip, a 
 diretions, and runnirg from 
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adminiſtred them? Muſt not © 


this needs be Superltition, Will- 
laying waſte Divine 


the Rule of Scripture , and due 


method of holy chings > Muſt 


not God in his Jealoufie needs 
ariſe and ſay to ſuch Minitters 
as to the keepers of the Sanctu- 
ary, Ex'h.44.7. Tu kate e= 
newgh of all abcminations, ſec< 
ing ye have brought into my 
houſe the unbaptizedin fl:ſb and 
11 ſpirit. To what end do theſe 
men Baptize any, or urge any 
to be Baptized ? In this aſler- 

tion Baptiſme is proclaimed a 
matter of indifferency, nay, a 
meer nullity, an ation of no 
advantage, adminiſtred to ro 
end: for if ic confet not out- 
ward Priviledges , it will never 
conveigh inward Grace. And 
thus the inſticutions of the Lord 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus ſtands charged with folly 
and vanity, and the Ordinan- 
ces of the Goſpel are made 
Complements, and bootleſle 
Ceremonies , but rather the 
Spirit of ſeduction is evidenced 
to be prophane., notoriouſly 
wicked, willingly withſtanding 
Divine order, and inthe name 
of God expoſing the holy God 
to irreverent, rude approaches, 
and His Seals and ſanQtifying 
Ordinance to ſcorn and cone 
rempr. ; 

Nor 1s this guile thus 
charged in the leaſt extenuated 
by the quilifica:ion required 
and propounded as the grovnd 
of Communion ; viz. K-al 
Grace, the anſtve» of a pn1d fone » 
ſcirrce by the Reſurrift on of 
Chriſt. from the de 4 ; for 1 
never yet found this propound- 
ed in S<'ipture as the grouad 
of Church commuuion , not is 
it 
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it diſcernable by every eye of 
every-common believer, who 
are to ſee ſuch ſanRiſied unto 
God to whom they do joyn 
themlelves. Nay, the' very 
Stewards of the myſteries of 
God have not chat Spirit of in- 
fallible diſcerning the truth of 
Srace. Grofle hypocrites have 
been by the very Apoſtles of 
Jeſus Chr.it Baprized and ad- 
mitted into the Church : and 
ſo will be by all chat admini- 
ſter holy things, for Hypo- 
crites void of true Grace, muſt 
be found in the Church when 
the Lord Jefns Chriſt ſhall 
come to Judgment. And if it 
could be known, yet by what 
authority is inward Grace dt- 
vided from the outward Ordi- 
nance and oppoſed thereunto? 
Thoſe things which God hath 
zoyned together, ſhall any _ 

c 
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dare to divide aſunder > and 
can true Grace conſiſt with 1g- 
norance ot the DoArine of Bap- 
tim, and neglect and conrem 
ot the leaſt Ordinance of Jeſus 
Chritt, and inverſion of tie or + 
der of the Goſpel? But 1s 
not this moſt graceleſſe Chy- 
miltry ſo ro ſpiritualize Goſpel 
diſpenſation as to Deific every 
Miuniter that hath the charge 
of the Sanftuary> Nay, eve«- 
ry believer that maſt hold com- 
munion in the Ordinances of 
the Goſpel , by making them 
Se:xchers of the heart, and in- 
falible diſcerners of Real 
Grace, the ground of Church 
Communion, ard to juſtit e the 
waſhing ofthe body which God 
hath made the grour.d of confi- 
dence in accefſe to him 1n 
= aſſemblies of his peo2 
ple. 


& + 
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Secondly, The ſecond ſort to 
bs reproved as contradictorie 
to this conſecrating, faith en- 
couraging Ord'narce of waſh- 
ing the body wich pure water , 
are ſuch as Dilown and F 
Bpti m in their drawing nigh 
to God in the aſſemllies of Lis 
perple ; Like Prieſt like People; 
if men that (all themſelves Mi- 
niſters 1d Teachers ſhall with 
black mouths blaſpheme Bap- 
tiſme, it cannot but meet with 
people that ſhall pr: fone con- 
remin, and caſt off chat holy Or- 
dinance. If Teachers ſhall 
dare in theNime of the Lord. 
ro declare, Ts. water-bapti m 
# nat t'e griund of eemmuni'n 
with the Church viſible, no 
marvel if men do fl ghc Bap- 
tiſme in ſeeking ſich COMMU» 
nion ; nay, it were a marvel if 


ſeme ſhould not liwfuily r.jeR 
and 
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and renounce it ; for he is a 
mean man that draweth not 
ſome Clients afrer him, Ae 
there not many in the midſt of 
us that make their way to God 
by renouncig their Baptiſm, 
when once their fancy doth but 
dictate to them a vanity in that 
outward Ordi-ance, and their 
tongues are filled with vilify- 
ing inveaives, calling it beg- 
* pgarly Element, carnal Ordi- 
* nance, outward and groundleſs 
* Ceremony, badg of Antichriſt, 
* Superſtitious adminiſtration ; 
their hearts are as full of joy 
as they can hold, now they are 
full of courage, can come with 
freedom and full aſſurance to 
God, being : as they pretend 
baptized with the Spirit and 
fire; now they boldly joyn 
themſelves to that aſſembly 
they call che Church of God, 

G and 
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and deſpiſing all outward Ordi- | 


nances, their formal admiſlion 
muſt be by a full renunciation 


of cheir Baptiſm znJd all carnal | 
as of worſhip (as they phraſe f 
it) that they may ſerve God | 


1n Spit 

This generation of men 
muſt needs appear moſt groſlely 
ignorant or greatly deluded as 


tothe method of approach to |} 
God, ard manner of worſhip | 


to be done unto him. Unto 
them I would demand, If they 
be guided by Scripture direfti- 
ons(n»t Enthuſiaſmes, and pre- 
tended Inſpirations) whether 
Scripture doth not de:lare, 
Thar divided man mult make 
no apr roach to God ? the Spi- 
rit of all fleſh will be 2dored 
with ontward as of worſh p 
wh.ch h himſelf hath an :omnt- 
ed. Hath God comm*'nd:d 


Lap- 
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Baptiſm to no uſe or end? May 
bolies nor 'conſecrated come 
nigh to holy Preſence? Muſt 


not the Lords immediate at- 


rendants be diſtingmſhed from 
the reſt of the world by ſome 
Livery thac :s obvious and to 
be ſeen by everyeye? Can the 
Spirit and Sacred O:dinances of 
God (tand ovpolite one to the 
other, and not conſiſtent each 
vith other> And mult ſincere 
Grace ſhare ſtakes with God , 
giving min the Body and God 
the Spirit > The Divel may be 
content with the halt of man, 
for he well knows by t':at means 
h- doth p->ſſeſſe the whole for 
God will have all or none: 
they that will draw nigh to his 
SanRuary muRt /ove him with 
a!! their mig), he wt, ſonal and 
ſtrenoth ; they that will wait 
0n-him, muſt worſhip him in 

G 2 Boay 
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Body and Spirit: They that | 
walk as the redeemed of Chriſt, Þ 
muſt glcr7 fie him with Soul and * 
Boay , Which u their reaſonable 
ſacrifice, Rom.12.1. For beth 
were bought with a price, 1 C Or. 
6.20. Godwill part with no 
part of his purchaſe , and hath 
therefore preſcribed outward 
aQts of adoration to be bodily 
performed in the fincerity of | 
Spirit, and appointed the waſh- | 
ing of the body with pure wa- 
ter to conſecrate and ftamp 
holineſle on the ovtward man, 
as well as the ſprinkling of the 
heart for the inward : the ex- 
Erciſe of the body :n the out- 
ward as of worſhip without 
the <pirit, is plain hypocriſie 
and the exerciſe of the Spirit 
without the Bodics ſubjeRion 
to outward Ordinances, is po- 
tye profancncfle; ſuch is the 

Souls 
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* Souls influence on the Body , 


that if it awfully apprehend 
Majeſty it will make the bodily 
members to expreſle it. In vain 
is heart Subj:Rion pretended 
where the yoke of outward 
Ordinances is broken from the 
neck: What likelyhood of 
Loyalty from ſuch as ſcorne 
the Livery? Sad is that San- 
ity that ſets atenmicy Gods 
Spiric and Sacred Ord:nances ; 
Curſed is that cry of holineſs 
that cryzth down Dtvine order 
and Ordinances : Rebellious is 
thit Aſſembly whoſe Incorpo- 
ration 15 a renunciaticn of the 
marter and method of Gods 
Worſhip : Dreidful mutt needs 
be Gods approach toth:r pen- 
ple that draw nigh unto ſim 
not duly conſecrared to that 
end by Baptiſm, and touch ihe 
holy things of God in his Af- 
G 3 lem-_ 


126 TheP/ertneand 


ſembly, not having the body: 


wathed with pure water I] have 
loit my little $Kill in Scripture- 
Calcuiation, if ſuch periſh not 
in the ga:n ſaying of Korah, 
and occa{ion not a P.r2-v22.4h 
in1frael | 
Whileſt ſome diſown Bap- 
t ſme asan outward Ordinance, 
by the Spirit of Familiſm diſ- 
ow.1nS all outward adminiſtra- 
tions; There are others that 
w.ll joyn wich us in condemning 
them, and conſent that God 
mutt be w -r/hipped by bodily 
acts of Religion. yet they find 
no way of acceſle to God , but 
by receding from the baptiſm 
they had received , and diiown- 
ing the confecrating, Faith- 
enc. uragins uſe of the waſh- 
ing of their bodies in pure 
water to which they have been 
ſubject, Theie are our Anti- 


pxdos. 
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pedrbaptiſt become actual A- 


j vahaptt; ts, who quarrelling at 
| Infants intereſt unto Baptiſm 


; and the Adminiſtrators thereof, 


| do diſown all r: lation they have 


had to the Church, and tle 
priviledges they injoyed by 
their Baptiſm, and diſavowing 
the holinefle thereby corferred, 
they deciare themſelves ro have 
been cozened when Chriſtned : 


* and alchou;h they have ſome- 


time deemed themſelves the 
people of God, ianRtified by 
the waſhing of w:ter , in Co- 
yenant with God, and ſwect 
Communion with his people; 
Now they declare themſelves to 
be aliens and ſtrargers to the 
Commonwealth of ]fracl.with- 
out hope, withour God, and 
without Chritt in the world, 
and therefore renouncing this 
d.pciſm they ſeek another way 

G 4 of 
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of acceſſe to God, and by an 
1mapined Baptiim of their own 
creation, they encourage their 
ſpirits and ſtamp hol:neſſe upon 
themſelves, and pretend to 
joyn themſelves to the aſſem- 
blies of the Lords per ple, des 
cl:ring all ot; ers to be dogs, 
and only ihemſelves the chil- 
dren of th: Kingdom;all others 
to be in the high-wayes and 
hedges, and themſelves the 
only {. hurch of C h:1{t co whom 
men muſt be joyned on piin of 
Ecernal Damraticn., When 
] conf{ider theſe men, I cannot: 
but conſider the impetnous vio- 
le ce of an Erroneous jedgrent 
in hurrying toirregolar practiſe, 
and the giddy pre; ofterous zeal 
that 1s produced by Reaſon- 
darkning fancy : this carriage 
doth plainly beſpeak theſe men 
0. 
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to be preatly irrational andq 
groſſely ignorant. 

Firlt,7 ey appear to be great« 
ly Irrational, and that becauſe 
\ | they mnullifie Gods Ordinances 
| by miſtak»n"y» miſcarried Cir= 
. cumſtances, which no way de- 
ftroy their eſſence: Their 
- # ground is, [»fants oug?t not to 
s | be Baptized, and they were 
1 & Baptized in th:ir infancy; their 
e } ignorant parents in their ig0- 
n_ | rince did ſuperſtitiouſly cauſe 
f | them tobe ſprinkled by ſome 
n | unworthy Sir 7-4» or other, 
t | and hereby they were cozen- 
z- | ed, but now they thank God 
\t | theyſee the ſuperſtition ofBaby - 
e, | ſprinkling, and therefore will 
al Þ bave their bodies waſhed , and 
1- | Joyn themſelves to the Baptiz- 
ve | <d Saints, Unto this Plea of 
en | tlcirs, I wiſh they had reaſon 
ro. | enough to ſee the irrationality 
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of it ; for preſuppoſe ( which 
1+ not true) that infants have no 
right to Baptiſm, it w.ll not 
th-nce follow chat Infant-bap- 
tiſin is ſuperit tious, void and 
null. For Bap.wn is Gods 
Ordinance, Chriſts own Inſti- 
tucioa; Age or Infancy are but 
Circu nſt1aces direting the ſub- 
jet co whom it is applyed, and 
:5 not eſſential ro theOrdinance: 
if Baptiſm be a worihip accord- 
ing to the mind of Chriſt, then 
Infant baptiſme is out of all 
danger or poſlib:lty of will- 
worſhip, in caſe infants were 
not (as undoubcedly they are) 
within the Verge, yet their 
baptiſm can b2 noWill-worſhip, 
for we ſet not up the Ordinance 
we apoly to them, but make 
a7Pp.ication of the Ordinance 
Chriit inſtituced; ſo that our 
utvlt guilt is —— 

0 
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of worſhip intticuted by God 

not deviliing any worthip 0 
our own heads; fo that they 
do irractonal'y charge the cor- 
ruption of an Ordinance and 
milappl:cation of an Intticution 
with Superſtition z ard. tus 
co ruption 1n a circumltan-e 
they imagine to nullite the 
Ord:n:nce, and improve to a 
n»nentite of their Baptiſm ; 


| molt irrationally miking the 
| Ape efſent al to the Ordinance, 


which God never did fo ap- 


| point in either Old or New 


Teſtament-times, either in the 


| initiating Seal of Circumciſion 


or Baptiim: God did indeed 
dire& Circumciſion to be ap- 


| plyed at the Eighth day,bur the 


direfion of the Age 1s diltie.ct 
from the inftirution of the Oc« 
dinarnce, and not of the Eſſence 
thereof, otherwiſe none m1 ox 

e 
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be Circumcized after the eighth 
day to have their Circumcition 


valid and of force : under the | 


New Teſtament we have 


neither inſtitution of the Age, | 


nor ſub'eqnent dire$#ion forit, 


ſave only the qualification of F 


the ſubjet, as being made 
Niſciples, brought into a pro- 
priety to the Promiſe, and the 


like, of what age ſcever, un- | 


leſſe our Anabaptiſts will make } 


Chriſt's Baptiſm the inſtitution | 
of the Ordinance and age to | 


which it is to be apply:d ; and 
then I do believe their latter 
Baptiſm will be as void as the 
former , for 1 believe they are 
yonger or eider, very few of 
the juſt dire& age of the Lord 
Jeſus when Baptized . ſo that 
the Age can no way be made 
eſſential to the Crdinance : the 
corruption circumſtantial will 
nol 
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not bring upon 1: an nonentitie 
and neceſlity of rebaptization , 
though they might have cauſe 
to bewail the fin of their pa- 
rents in corruptly miſapplying 
Gods Seal; but what neceſlity 
is there of plucking it eff, and 
Cancelling the Covenant of 
God to them confirmed> TI 
cannot believe that if a Jew had 
been Circumciſed before the 
Eighth day, that he would have 
renounced the Circumciſion be- 
cauſe miſapplyed in point of 
time by his negleRive parents: 
deviations from order ma 
be profaneneſle to be rebuked , 
but canno: be deſtructive to the 
Ordinance thst the. priviledges. 
thereof ſhould be loſt, and it be 
reiterated: I do not bolieve 
that theſe men will Disfranchiſe 
themſelves of the priviledges of 
a Free-man of London though 


they 
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they were incorporated before 
the ave direted by the Rules 
of the Chanber for admitcing 
Free-mea . Methink- their Rea- 
ſon ihould be a Chancery of 
more equity they to. cut them« 
ſelves off from the Covpgrega- 
tion of Gods people _ and caſt 
off che liber y of accelle, becauſe 
of their unſealon:ble and roo 
early Baptiim If the Church 
on ſuch a miſcarryed circum« 
ſtance ſhould disfranchize them, 
or deny their relation to the 
houſhold of Faich, ſhe were 
deſervedly cenſured tor cruel 
ſeverity, and h r /ummum jus 
muſt nezds be deemed /umm.s 
inju"ii: the greatelt wrong is 
to puniſh failed circumſtances 
with che highe.t ſeverity due 
to the greateſt crimes. Only 
blind zeal and irrational folly is 
cealgrigus to themlelves to dif- 
own 


other rus 
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own their own intereſt on ſuch 
a ground as will not warrant 
the Church to deprive them of 
it, Self-execution under the 
oreatelt guilr, differs lictle from 
wurcher, but muſt needs be (in- 
tully violent when extended in 
meaſure beyond the nature of 
the fault. Self-excommunicat.« 
on on ſo {,12ht a ground cannot 
but be the ſting of an a wakened 
conſcience apprehenſive of t: e 
pr.viledges lo't : the out cry of 
ſuch a con'icience muſt needs be 
this, Oh wretch ! my parents 
miſapplyed the *e:1, and there- 
fore I have calt off theCovenant 
by my own w:ll, and depriv« 
ed my {elf of thoſe bleſſed en- 
joyments the hand of juſtice r.e- 
ver demanded from me, Oh 
crueity! felf cruelty, How 
ju ily might God fay Amen co 
thy ſelf, cenſure and blind chee 
under. 
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under thy loſle for ever. 

But to extenuate this irra- | 
tionallity in the rejeRion of ? 
their Baptiſm received in infan- 
cy they (endeavouring to ma- |: 
ſter by number of exceptions |, 
under the want of faith ) further 
plead, Why, but we were Bap- 
tized by ſome unworthy Mints 
fter, andio a ſuperſtitions man- 
ner , with the Ceremynies of 
the Charch and fign of the 
Croſs, and therefore we can- 
not make that baptiſm a ground 
of Faith in the approach to 
God. And hereby they do 
but a& their irrationality the 
furcher, for ſuppoſe ye were 
Baptized by an unworthy Mi- 
niſter, yet he was a Miniſter : 


8 though the Eſſence of che Or- 


dinance may depend on the 
* eAuthority , yet not on the 
Dignity of the Adminiſtrator; 

The. 
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The wickedneſle of an Embaſ- 
ſador maketh not his Emb:ſlie 
concluded to be void and vain ; 
the impreſſion of a lawfully 
Com m:ſ{ionared Judge though 
he be unjuſt , is valid andof 
force; the Grant of a crael 
King and profane Prince will 


| be by theſe men admitted as 
; the ſubſtantiz] binding Charter 


of the peoples "riviledges : we 
read often of the proaneneſle 
of the Prieſts of Ifracl , but ne» 


| ver of a nonentitie brought up- 
| on Gods Ordinances in their 


hand: If they be in Moſes 
Chair, though we muſt not, 
dn as they do, we are bound to 
the attention and obedi:uce of 
what they ſay, Tt is pot im- 
poſſible for a may ro preach 
tr ethers, and himſelf be a caſt 
awiy., I nrver read that the 
Ba;tiſm of thoſe Baptized by 
the 
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the unworthy hand of 71s 
was ever pronounced void or 
null. A pure Ord:nance is un- 
handſome in a profane hand, 
but yer its effence is not im- 
paired: it is Gods Ordinance 
effeRual to its end. So that 
if they were Baptized by Mini- 
ſters though unwo: thy (where- 
in I w ſh charity be not vio- 
lated, for chat many know not 
who they were they do cen- 
ſure as unworthy ; nay, ſome 
worthy men to themſelves, ſo 
known, they now cail unwore 
thy) it is a corrup :0n conſt. 
| ſent wich the efſeace of the 
Ordinance, not any way de- 
ſtructive ro its being. The 
ſame is to bz ſid for the an- 
nexed Ceremonies that they 
were profanely adJed , but yet 
did not nallitie th Ordnance, 
bur it ſtands ia full force as a 
grounnd 


r 
- 
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ground of confidence in acceſs 
to God. 

But ſecondly, As they ap*« 
pear greatly irrational in infer - 
ring more then their premiſes 
will allow , ſo they areGreſly 


ignorant ; nay, I fear many 


wilfully ſhutting their eyes 
may be charged to be greſly - 


| obſtinate : 1 hey renounce their 
* Bip'iſm under the notion of 
* Superſtition , not conſidering 


they run into the ſin of Sacri= 
ledge ; charity muſt perſwade 
us theſe men underſtand not 
the method and miniſtration 
of the Covenint of Grace , 
otherwiſe they could never 
charge Infant Baptiſm with 


| ſuperſtition, which is the very 


application of Gods Ordinance 
to its proper ſubjeRts, and ſo 
Sacrilegionſly rob God , hu 
Church, believing parents, and 

ther 
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their children of thoſe holy du* 
ties and Dignities that belong 
unto them Have we not be- | 
fore noted, thac they whoare : 
in Covenin: with God ought | 
to be Baptized > and is not || 
this the principle where'n ive all | 
agree? Andifcheſe me 1 know 
any thing of the method and 
and miniſtration of the Cove- 
nant, mult chey not needs co1- 
feſle, Thar che nitural ifſue of Þ 
one or both b:)ieving Parents 
are in Covenant? as we have 
before proved + and fo fit ſub- 
jects for Baptiſm, that may and 
muſt b: made partikers of the 
firſt initiating Seal , of which 
God hath male them capable Þ 
in their Paſlive age and eſtate. 

Can any ſtand convinced that 

ſuch infants are as ſoon a5} 
born the Lords Heritage, Pal, 

127.3. The Las ſer vant! , 
| Lev. 


þ* 
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| Lev :5.42. Children beg: ten 


to hin ,Ezek.16.:0,21, Holy 


* ones, Rom.11.16, 1 Cor.7.14. 


Children of the Covenant, At. 


4 4.25. To whim biloygs ihe 
| promiſe, AQ.2.28, Interreſſid 
* inthe pr:wviledges of the people 
> of G:4, Mar,10 14, and with- 
| hold the keeper of the Santu- 


| ary and Stewards of Gods 


* houſhold from ſertirg ot Gods 
mark in their fleſh . or with- 


ſtand their dedication unto 
God ? Muſt not we gire Ca- 
far the things that are C «- 
ſars, and God the thirgs that 
sre Gods? Will not God ac+ 
count it a R: Þbery t' at they 


which are lis ſhall be with- 
| held from him? Apain, c*n 
| any conſider the 1ſſue of be- 


lieving Parerits to be the 


| Churches Children, begotten 


tothe Lord Extik 14 20. an 
boly ſeed {ſcattered fur her in- 
2 creaſe 
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creaſe, and yet ſnatch chem out 
of her armes, and calt them 
out of her boſlome into the 
wide w.!\derneſle of the world. 
Shallnot the Church lament 
and refule to be comforted | 
whileſt ſhe 1s bereaved of | 
her babes, and as a Bear rob- 
ed of her whelps Will rot 
ſuch robbery prove her ruire, 
and the drying up her feed | 
hinder her incteale ard make }; 
her þ rren and fruitleſſc> As þ 
Sain, ſhall che children of ſuch 
bel:-ving parents Fe borne 
mes bers into th- hot ſhold of 
F.1'h. and 10t be ir co: poraced 
by Bap'tim ? Shall Leyalcy be 
their horn Jury and not Goncs Þ 
Livery t&eir dignity? Sha'l N 
the C ovenant of Grace be the # 
Chi rter of rh ett priviledge and 
the Sezl- not be apflyed to 
them as £. ey are capable of 
hs 
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receiving them 2 Shall they be 
holy in their kind . and che badp 
of diltinftior. be denyed them 2 
If any thing would make a 
new boru babe to ſpeak, ſure 
this S-cri/edge would do it; 
there is reaſon for the real de- 
mand that is fabled of one 
Rumball , Son to an Engliſh 
King, at Brack-ly in Nurth= 
hamntonſhire , that as ſoon 
as he was born he reqne- 
 ſted ro be Baptized for that he 
was a Chriſtian, I- it not a cru- 
el Sacriledge to ſ1:ut out of the 
Ark of *alvation ſich whoſe tis 
tle to entrance cannot be de- 
nyed? Yet fur:her, is Paps- 
| ti:m the only viſible ev dence 
| Cod hath given to parents 
| of the extent of tlie Co- 
| ven*nt to their chi'Jren , 
and ſhall any deprive them of 
this reaſon of :.0,e, cxiu'e of 
JvY » 
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Joy, gro:nd of Faith in prayer 


and' ſpur to duty in dedication, | 
to God, and education of their | 


children for God > So that 
theſe-things conſidered, ſuch as 
on this ground of being Bap- 
tzed in infincy do renounce 
th ir Baptiſm , do out of ig- 
norance of Gods Covenant 
commit m-:{t horrid Sacriledge 


by robbiny Gd of kit Heritage, Þ 
the Church of Children, and & 


the be-firs of the adminiſtre- 
$1020! Bap:i/m toinfanrs (which 
by Gods grace I ſhall ſhew to 
te preir.) the children of be. 
lieving parents of their Seal of 
the Cov nant of Which they art 
capatle, and their Parents of 
traty r:und of Faith the admi- 
nitration of the Covenant doth 
awa'd them, And fo they 
g ve us cauſe not only to charge 
them wich irrationality in fan- 


cying 
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crying Gods holy Ordinance to 
be ſuperſtition, bur in the 
language of the Apoltle to ſay, 
Trou that abhirre ft Taols ar fÞ 
c:mmit Sacriledze, Rom.2 22, 
Sohat not only Groundleſly, 
but even contrary to Divine 
method and order , thzy dif- 
owning the regular waſhing of 
ther boiy in pure water, do 
| diveſt rh-mfelves of that Seal 
| of SanRtity and ve:ture cf ho-+ 
lineſſe by which they were fit- 
ted for a confident approach 


: toG2d, and decline the aſſzm- 
| bles of Gods people,in which 
& Þ alonethe Lord is co be adored, 
of and joyn themſelves to f-{/e af- 
" ſ-mblics , where chey arecon” 
® Þ ſecrated to, and come before 
'h God in 4 way that « nt of hs 


appointment, nor can expett bu 

approvement . how high ſoever 

falle hopes and joyes may Ccar- 
H 
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ry their \.irics. For thoſe to 
whom they joyn are divided |} 
trom th- Church of « hritt and | 
void of all conimillion to ad- 

miniſter the holy things of þ 
Cod: if you look at their 
conſtitution, YOU ſhall find it is 
no other tl en /» f-corgreg ation, 
with the cry of al ihe Lv7dg 
people are holy, and inveQtives 
againſt Aaron ard Moſes as Þþ 
they wkich take too mu. h upn Þ 
them ; the which 1 could never 

yet find warranted in Scripture, 

but 1s remarkably condemned 
in the company of K->ah that 
were thus conſtituted : Mini- 
fterial authority 1s no leſle ef- 
ſential to Conſticute a C hurch 
of Chritt, then Mag'iſtratical co 
conſtitute a C orporation or 
Company : my litte «kill in 
Politicks conld never fe that 
ſelf -6orgregation could Conſt 1* 
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tune an) body, but that which 
F] (editions or Schs matira > And 
35 Korah ſeems to have been 


# the Counſcller of their Con- 


Kitution, ſo Jerobram leems to 
» be of their C:»; ecration , for 
he that will ma) make himſelf 
a Priiſt , even 'he loweſt of the 
pe:ple are Miniſters ro the Lord, 


uncalled and unqualified they 


preſume to adminiſter holy 


| chings; which is a ſhidow and 


appearance of Divine worſhip, 
but a real builling of »41tars 
biſbdes tie Altar of the L rd; 
and pives jult cauſe co the nee 
ple of God (truly piou. and 
purſu.ng the truth of his Or- 
dina: c- »)co pray as the Church 
in 7--»bo m« dayes, Tel! me,O 
thou wh m my Soul loverh. where 
thou fee 1eſt thy fl ck, wiere 
thu mikeſt t-em to veſt at 
noon, for why ſh la I wy as 
H 2 ſfias 
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fide by the flocks of thy Com Pants 
ons? ( ſo ſeem and pretend to 
be) Cart.1.7. So that ther 
exchange of the Bapt:\m they 
renounce for that they now 
receive, isa profaning of them- 
ſelves, who once were an holy 
people to the Lord , and by 
falſe wayes of ſan ty to ſet 
themſelves at a greater diſtance 
from God, ard to ſhake, nay 
to rake up the Found: t1+5is of 
their Faith ; and excharge their 
aſſrrance rightly * grounded 
on their Baptiſm, for a fond 
preiumption fl-wing froin Sa- 
crilegious rotions and falſe 
worſhip, which muſt at the 
1:f fall into che h nds of the 
living God, and be foynd as 
ftubble b: fore a coniunuing hire, 
b:caiſe unconſeccated in the 
preſence 0! an holv God: for 
never to be fantified and after 

co 
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to be profa-ed is all one in its 
event and iſſue, they thar con- 
temn and t'ey that caſt off 
Gods holy Ordinince ſhall 
fill into the ſame coendemnatt- 


on, _ 
The ſefond-fort to bes rerro- 


ved as carrying Corntrad:&tua 


| rily to this qualification to 


confide t appioach to God, 
are \uch as ariregard t he admi « 
ſt-a'ion of Bapti(m vato others : 
Theſe ackuowledge the uſe ard 
be ent of having the body 
wa hed with pure water . but 
by the rudeneſle of the r be- 
haviour do declare themſelves 
i820rant or inſenlible ct its: 
h-ly nature and confecrating: 
uſe. Theſe are fſ:ch as drive 
th. Sarrament , In its admi: 1- 
{tration #-to corners and contie 
nue nt in the C-noregation in 
the adm;niſtration of it, they 

H3. think; 
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think it is conv: nient children 
be bapiized , buc the ſolemmt- 
ty thereof 1 is to them ſtrange 
a' d reed'eſs, they will c: |. ſome 
few friends together, & call in to 
baprize it any Miniſter that ſlub- 
bersover the a& as ealily as they 
dei.re, and ina way of comple- 
KNeat get the work done,never 
conlidering it is a+ hn'ch Or. 
dinar.ce, and of due belongs 
to the. whole afſen bly , not 
particular families or pertons, 
nor with any reverence Con- 
poſing themielves er a ſolemn 
and Rel:vious aR of ded cation 
to God, many in this cafe carry 
toward the Ordinance as a meer 
Complemint ;, ro p'eale wate, 
kinsfolk or ne:rhbours they 
will have their Children Bap- 
tized, and the civilities there- 
unto bel. ongins beins paſt they 
think chemiclves well rid of a 
piece 
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piece of trouble , and never 


devote them{elves to any Re- 
1016n in the application of chis 
Ordina ce. Incorporation into 
the hoaſhold of Faith , Dedi- 
cation to an holy God is not in 
their thoughts, the.c prayſes 
proclaim not any ſenſe of a 
Covenant prr iledge , nor doth 
their Prayers purſus God for 
his bletli :s on h's own Ordi- 
nance, they bre.k not through 
ay d Aculti-s to pre-eot their 
ch1|dren to God in the Aﬀem. 
blies of bis peovle, they think. 
not the ſilent ſuffrages of the 
S.ciety of any moment in the 
incorporation of a Member, or 
ſ.-p>licat ons «f any virtue to 
an Ordinance of fanRtitication, 
but as unaff-Red with theſe 
things . they get the work 
done, thechild Baptized, they 
neicher caie where, how, or by 
H 4 whom,, 
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wh-m, for when its done they 
have done, 

And others are in this re- 
ſpect no lefle blame-worthy , 3 
who turn their backs rwudely | 
and irreverently when Baptiim 
is adiniftied, wh leſt the 
Word, Pr:yer and other Or- 
d nances are in hard, they 
fit compoſedly in the Convre- 
gation , but when Baptiſme 
comes in hand they poſt out of | 
the Church . as if this were 
nr worth their attendince g  0F** 
tended any way to their ad vans 
tage. Unto theſe I would ſay, 
Is not B pti m an Oradtrawe of 
God & alt of worſhip to his pes 
ple Is it not an Orlinance of 
[r cerporation into the b:dy of 
th. Church of God, of which 
thou art a member ? opghteft 
not thou to take them irto 
ſociety, and by thy preſence to 
6 witnels 
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witneſſe their relation ; thong 
oivelt them little honour wi.o 
batt no: patience to attend their 
ſolemn admiſlion into the ſoci-« 
ery of the Satn's, Is not: Bap- 
tim ie Seal of rhe Covenant , 
the Santtifyirg Oratnance of 
acriſſe to Ged? Acm riſtrech 
it not matter of Media:ion- 
concerning Mans Guilt, Gids 
G ace, tre Covenant of Sxlvug» 
tion berween God ard mas. 
whereby thou mayelt be edifi- 

ed? Is not tre Baptiſm O' a 

C hriſtian of high conce-nwe Bd * 
Doth it not tye the Baptized 

tO grear andm.ny engagem nts? 

Are they nOt ob»6x1304s to Ms 

ny t: m7 ations, 00 violare tlie 
Covenart? Is not Bapr ſme © 
the Ord nance of holin-ſle ? 
Gods bleſling needful ro n ak? 
it holy an4 pravers «f the 
Church te way co obtain 
Gods b.eſlivg, tia. tiou tu n4 
H 5 ext 
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et amay and fol'oweſt not tht 
Qr.1ra"ce with thy praye: ? 
Can a conſcience awed by the 
ſa:.Qity of any Ordinance and 7 
aficted with rhe holineſſe of F 
God to be adored , dijpenſe 
witch the negleRt and contempt | 
cf. other Ordinances equally 
holy, nay, in order the fit of, þ 
and that without which other | 
Ordirances muſt not be uſed > | 
The fourth forr of ſuch 
whoſe practiſe doth militate 
with the confecrating nature of 
Mptiſme, are ſuch w#o as; 'tſt:em 
their own Baptiſme owned and 
adhered uito:; many have had 
their bodyes waſhed with pure 
water,and would not be withour 
their Baptiſm for all che world, 
bur yer as fer-ary great bene- 
fic they ever received by it they 
kr ow- no reaſon they have to 
elteem it at ſo high a rate: 
The; never read any thing. 0f' 
D, yuh 
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Divine favour in cheir Bap* 
tim , nor from it reaped et- 
ther counſel or comfort ; the 
refleions'of duty aad dignity 
are to them ſtrange and unuſu- 
all , Baptiſm having once paſ*- 
ſed on che r bodies come; no 
more into their mi: ds, It is 
not to them engagement to, or 
encouragement in duty or 
drawing nigh to God; the 
which as ic expuſerh the O-dt- 
#n.4%c" tocontemptnit im iginable, 
ſo it beſpeaks ſuch ſouls to be 
1p akably ign:- ant or in'en- 
fible of the nature, ule and evd 
of the w.ſhing of the beay with 
Prire ww'en ; For can any foul 
that undertands and believes 
Biptiſm to be a pledge of Di- 
v.ne aff-tFian , live under it 
without o'ſ{-rvat.on of Gods 
peculiar love t> them above * 
0chers wao want it? Can any 


ſtand 
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fiznd convinced, Thar the Seal 
oft God is in cheir fleſh, and 
not lay claim co God by fo 
vilible a ground ot claim? Can. 
any ſay that by Bapt:ſm hey 
are purg d from the corrup- 
tions that are in the world 
through luſt, and1.vein (in ? 
Can any conſider hereby t ey 
are called out of the world and 
conſecrated to the worſhip of 
one Cod Father, Son, and: } 
Holy Ghoft , and neglet di- 
reted ats of Adoration, the 
holy ſervice thit is aſſigned. 
by their Lo-'d and* King ?- 
much leſſe ſh uld ſuch A- 
poſtatize fron the Profeſſion 
of thac Nimz, and run into 
open Rebellion againt lim, 
with whom they (tand confe- 
deraced , bound in (ovenant ? 


. Can any think >a»vſme to be 


the bond of univa aad nerve of. 
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incorporation with the Church 
of Chriſt, ard not Sympat*-1ze 
with her under all the changes 
of her condition> much leſle 
cn ſuch make Schiſms in, or 
ſeparation from her body, and: . 
forlake the allembliag of chem- 
ſeſves together as the manner of 
ſome is. Much is the advan» 
tage Baptiſm once. received. 
may adminiſter to a f: ul all his 
dayes if by 74 nal atits of 
faith it were impreved, either 
as a moral i» ſir» ment or Outs - 
ward ſign exhib ting matter of” 
meditation, Or a> a Dyvine 
Ordinance and Seal of ther gh. 
teouſneſſe by Faith, eftabl:ſh- 
ed to aſſure of the promiſes of 
Grace and +al-at on, And yet 
{ (to our ſh:me be it ſpoken) 

how little thereot ts reaped by 
regardleſſe we > Bapciſm is @ 
meniorial 01 our miſcry , and 


Gods 
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Gods mercy; a manifeſt ex+ 
preflion of thar naturil un- 
cieannefſe which ſets us at a 
ciſtance from God and emi- þ 
nent at 'of ſan:tying unto | 
an acceſſe to God, and yet | 
how many make no u'e of it, | 
nor find matter of meditation | 
by ic? God hath appointed F 
it an inſtrument of Regenera- | 
tion and Salvation, how few | 
find cheſe effet, produced by {þ 
it ? nay, improve it thereunto, | 
It is that Seal chat aſſures of 
intereſt in all the promiſes of 
Grace, yet when do men pro- 
pound it to theralelves as 4a 
ground of Faich or plead it 
in prayer? How many live 
in (ſuch profaneneſſe thac tie 
C' urch may charge them to 
have forgotten that rhey were 
purged from their old fin ; and 
God may complain that they 

have 
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have broken their Baptiſmal 
Oath: yet Baptiſin 1s ro them 
a niean ard weak argument of 
conviction, W..en I conſid:r 
the duineſſe of profane Chri- 
ſtians under the enfo' cements 
cf their Baptiſm, even mini- 
ſterially urged, 1 could wiſh 
accord ng the ſometime cus. 
{tome uied in the Primitive 
times of the Church , when 
men are Baptized they might 
leave bebind them a white gar- 
ment, as 4 Wwitneſle of their 
Baptiſm , that ſo we might up- 
braid wicked 'men, as the Dea« 
con of the Church did Elvi- 
d-phoru;when revolced fre m the. 
Faith, ſaying , 0, Elpidopho- 
rus, { will ke p this white par- 
m nt 45 a monument 4941. ft thee 
to al Eternity, When I con« 
lider the Scripture aggravating. 
eule with this Circumſtance, 


thy 
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they have forgotten char they 
were purged; it ditaies co iny 
mind that che condemnation of 
Chriſtians will be inorc {riev- | 
ous becauſe of -cheir Bapulm 
If tnu water quency ni Laſt , 
it will make Wrath burn mye 
vehemently : Though I cannot 
conſent to the Novatians cruel 
and groundlelſe concluſion , 
T nat (in aftir Bipi'm # ur= 
pardonable . I dare affirm, That ) 
every ſinn-trefiſt dby Bpri'm | 
wilbe more then erdimn.y' J dans 
mable to the Bep ized. What 
ananſwer toevery teiptation 
unto (in 1s the foul furniſhed 
withal , that is appre. en\ive 
that in Bapriſm he did renou ce 
the fleſh' the world. and the 
divel, and devote hu1.ſelf co a 
conformity to the deach of 
Chriit, and ſtands ded cated to 
wa holy Gud, in whoſe pre- 
: | lence 
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ſence he may not preſume .de- 
filed with (in. . This Argument 
if -mproved by a Rational act 
of Faith is of more advantage, 
becauſe it is plaire and com- 
mon, ready at hand tor«fl-& , 
and eaſle to be under(tood, and 
cbv'ous to the eye of men with- 
out and within the Church, 
by which we. are lvable to be 
upbraided by the very enemies 
of Chriſt: That we are Ba7- 
tized the whole Church will 
wroeſſe, and ſhail not we have- 
rec urſ- unto our Baptiſn as a 
bir to our profaneneſle >. Shall 
Circumciſed Iſrael live in the 
vileneſfe and: vanit». of the un- 
circumciſed Gentiles > And 
hach God made Bapciſm a badg: 
of diſt-n@ion between the holy 
ind prophane, and ſh-ll we 
not make it a bar of divi on te- 
tween their unclean Luſts and. 
QUE. 
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our holy Lives? to live with" 
out morrification of fin , and 
quickning to all holy duties , 
do h clearly declare w- have 
never yet underſt501 r\e nicure 
of Baptiſm, nor uſed it to its | 
end. 

As this Deadneſle in fin, | 
th: D-ſp»» den y of the Sp: it in 
N-ty, to hich even the belt 
of men ar2 ſubj:&, doth wit- Þ 
neſs a dileiteem and difre ard of þ 
their: Bapti ſin, of wh'c? they | 
cin ſometime boalt thous) 1n | 
ic they cannor rej»yc2. Arig th 
apprehenſion an41 real ſenſe of 
Bapriſme as the qual fication of 
contident approwh to Gol 
would diffvlve many Conbts, 
if but duely urged by Faith, 
Ordin:nces of God are vive" 
for aur encourapements , bt 
rational ats of Faith r uſt pals 

rom us to enforce them to _ 
eng : 
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end; What is faid of the 
Word is true of Baptiſm, it 
prolits not beca'i'e not ming- 
led with Faith in them that hear 
it: many a fd foul comes 
tren'blingly in-o Gods preſence 
and goes more trovhled out, 
ard the reaſon 's. they do not 
righ:y hushand Gods Ordman- 
c23 to the ſeul;, they paſſe 
fr-m O G%inerc? to Orilinance, 
but never conh1:ter t' e one en» 
ticles to and br fur che enjye 
ment of aroiher. They fuck 
no (weetreffe t'om ali Sacred 
adnun'{trations, ſometi es rhey 
abltzin from , ard ofre times 
epproach to God in lis Ordi- 
nances and the diſcharge of ho- 
ly duries, as afraid they have 
ro righe to nor fitneſle for 
theſe friviledges . yet are /an- 
& fret by the w hing 'f Waters 
they complain they ſee no in- 
terrelt 
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tereſt in the Covenan: , and 
yet the Seal of the Covenant 


% in theer fleſp; they cry out | 
they are aliens and ſtrangers to: | 
the Commonwealth of 1irael, | 
and yet are Baptiz'd into one | 
bedy , a:d incorporated into | 
the Congregation ef the Saints; | 
they dare not ca | God Father, | 


yet were ch {dren beg-tten unto 
him , bear his marke, and as 


ſooa as born were by him ewn- ) 
ed ind pl:'cedin the boſome of | 
his Church, and do wear the | 
coat he p:epared for his 7./-pb. Þ 


They 'ee many g1od things 


promiſed in the Covenant but | 


know not how to-cli.m any of 
themin Prayer, and they have 
the Broa1-y al of be «ven tn [t- 
cure th ir rutl-, Unto theſe 
fouls let me freely lay , $h.ll 
God g've you a ground of en» 
couragement? wall you not uſe 

it. 
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ic? Shall he cali for an a » 
proach in full affurance,for er». © 
the b.dy ws waſhed with pare was 
ter, and will you not yield it ? 
D.d God mock. you, when he 
gave you the dignity of Baj+ 
ti:me, Or 1sit not your madneſs 
that makes ir not a check to 
your 8 iefs, and curb co your 
fears2 - Shall your pr- ice pro 
cl im the croch of thac which 
t' e Papiſty h v- endeavoured ro 
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EG, viz 7haet bry make Bue 
tiſm 4 nudum vgnum , a ame 
emity fgn of ».0 uſe or adv 1xe 
tage tothe S;!, Ts Gods ſeal 


| in vain, ard ſin ification by 


the wiſh ng of water tv no 
pur:oſe>2 and rarriculation 
into his houſhold a matter of 
no moment? that thou makeſt 
them no ground of Faith, nor 
encouragrment tO thy foul ? 

Was 
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Was not Cicumcifion of great 
benehic to the Jewes?> d d not 
God claim them by it when 
gon?e-afſtriv' from him? ard 
th2y claim God when deferting 
them? 1s chat an engagement 
to divine faichfulneſſe, and 
may not thy Faith makeitthy 
encouragement t6 appear be- 
fore him > did God comple- 
ment when he annexed Bap- 
tiſm ro the Covenant, and cal- 
ledit The Seal of the righte« 
o#.ne([e of Farth> or doſt not 


thu rather coz?n thy ſelf of | 


the comforts the Ordinance 
do really and accordin» to di- 
vine d«{:pnment exhibit? jt is 
indeed true, Salvation is not 
conſerred +p re oper..to, by the 
att done ard meer application 
of the water, yer it is thereby 
aſurel to rhe Soul , that by 
acts of Faich ſhall duly argue 
ts 
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itsinterelt. 1 tie Privy-Seal 15 the 
clearcit oken otaftectiou&Tto be 
pu vcd, but is che Broad-vcal of 
no authurity Or advantage tote 
retained and improved? lhe 


| outward Oriinance 1s not. with- 
out inward Gr-ce to be de- 
| pended on as luthicient to Sal- 


vation , but inward grace duly 
reflet« the cutward Ordinance 
as Gods great mercy and the 
ground of Faith and encourage- 
ment to it ſelf, lhe Moral 
ſwalion of any Ordinance is 
too ſhort to ſar Athe or ſolace 


any Spirit without ſuperraiural 


Grace. but ſujernatural Crace 
comes not into any ſoul to cone 
vince or con.fort but by a mo- 
ral Improvement of every Or- 
divarce by rat;onal meditation 
of its nature, uſe and end Ma- 
ny fit under Gods Ordinances 
agd make n.oſt fad cumplaints 

they 
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they find no profit . in chem, 
when the reaſon is in them- 
ſelves; they cry out Gd muſt 
do all, work jv them to will 
a«.d ro do at his own pleaſure, 
which is indeed true, but they 
conſider not Gods method of 
workirg grace or comfort in 
any fouls , he alwayes dea's 
with ne Ike themſelves as 
they are Tr. aſonable creatures, 
and havea power of diſc« urſe, 
and t'erefore 15 Ordinances 
ane moral inſtruments by due 
di(courſes ro erforce their end, 
We have reaſon to check ſome 
under the Ord:nances as the 
Diſcip'e: wee checked from 
beaven tor thei- pnfture inthe 
Lord his aſcenſivn, Ye men of 
Galile:, w'y [tardye gazing ? 
thu Pe(us that 4 taken fro 
y'n ſhall ſo Crt As yu have 
ſen kim fo into heave »,AQ 4.11 
AS 
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As if the voice had ſaid, Conſe- 
derations of his return better 
become you , than ſilent ob[er- 
vations of his preſent going. So I 
ſay, Why doe many enjoy Gods 
Ocdinances, and not goe home 
and conſider them 2 muſt we 
run ſo far from free will, as to 
run ont of our wits ? Let ſuch 
men, as make not their Baptiſm 
a moral engagement to, and cn- 
couragement in their acceſs to 
God, know, that they appear 
ignorant or ſinfully inſenſible. 
of its nature; and expoſe. it to 
great contempt. Canany thing 
more eaſily caſt a ſoul into con- 
tempt of an Ordinance, than its 
noprofitableneſs and unuſefull- 
neſs? The grand cauſe of all the 
blaſphemie that our age. doth 
belch our againſt Baptiſm, is che 
little benefic men finde it brings 
them ; notby reaſon of any de- 

I feR 
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fect in-the- Ocdinance, buttheir 
own neglee to improve it as2 
Sround of faith, guard againit 
{in, and ſpecial: qualification: of 
acceſsto God, 
The fife ſort, that, carrie con. 
tradiftorily to this conſecrating: 
nature- of Baptiſme, are ſuch, 
Who declare not to their 1 baptized, 
the dignity and-amty of their, Bap» 
t5/ſmpe, Men: doe with much. 
zeal preſent their children to 
Baptiſm, but-never mindeto ac-, 
quaint them. of their priviledge, 
orin{tru&themin the nature of 
{5 holyan Ordinance: : they are 
carefull- to- bring them up to 
ſom?2- Trade or-Calling.; to ac- 
quaint: them- with. all. external 
rights and: priviſedges, andthe 
paſdgroynd oftiaim, to- all fus. 
cure --injoyments-in. the world; 
but education 5: the. fear and' 
nurture-of the Lord, is.to them 
unuſual ; 
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vavſual ; andthe xffeRting thenw 
with' bapts/moal priviledgess and 
Church Rites, or theacquaint” 
ing.them with CoUrnmtintereſp 
and ground of claim}. av to- ſpiri- 
tus] mercies and. ſoul: effjoy- 
ments, is the laſt and- lealt: of 
their endeavors. Well nizy-we 
obſerve, the men of this worl# 
are wiſer in their gextr ations,thuw 
the children of the Kinpdomt. 
Common prudente, if Sci 
were ſilent, would dire& a'more* 
ſerious inftruRion. of our chil- 
dren, in the nature of their Baps' 
time : Shall they be! begotten! 
tothe Lord, and not be:made to: 
know whoſe children they” are-?* 
and how they: came bythat' re- 
lation? Shall they: be int orpec- 
rated intothe body of the:Church;. 
and - not: know' che family> and' 
bouſrold to which' they-belong'd' 
Shall holyneſs be. ſtamped 'wpon- 

I 2 them 
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them, and they not be made to 
know -that they are ont of the 
common lump and maſs of man« 
kind ? Shall the Covenant of God 
be in their fiſh, and they not 
know the Charter ſealed, and 
Conditions to be performed?In | 
2 word, Shall they be ſan#ified 
by the waſhing of water, and 
not made ſenſible, thie they 
ſiand conſecrated unto holy [er- 
vice, and dedicated to the wor- 
ſhip of an holy God, Father, 
Sonne,and Holy Ghoſt; and there- 
fore ought not to ſtain them- 
ſelves: with guile, but cartie as 
an holy people peculiar to the 
Lord ? that muft wait on him, 
becauſethey wear his livery; and 
may. worſhip in his preſence 
with, confidence, becauſe: their 
bodies have been; waſhed with 
pure water. ' I did in the lalt 
braach of this Uſe, blame them 
| chat 
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that diſeſteem and diſregard their 
own B apti/me, and that was but 
the effect of this ſin, Oar proge- 
nitors neglected us, and we neg- 
|:& our poſterity, as to their in» 
ſtruſtion in the natore of divine 
Ordinances, How ſhall they 
eſteem that, wherein they ſee no 
excellencie ; or improve that pri- 
viledge, of whoſe nature they 
are ignorant. How ſhall they 
claime the promiſes, who neither 
underſtand what they are, or on 
what ground to be claimed? 
What conſcience can they 'make 
of dutie who doe not know 
themſelves under ſacred obliga- 
tion > What confidence ean 
they have in acceſſe to God, 
who know not themſelves con- 
ſecrated > If men'have in them 
parental affe&ion to their chil- 
dren, and doe care for their fu- 
ture good, we muſt needs con- 

| Is clude 


194 Tye Ferive and 
Ge aboy ſought no more in- 
thcir Baptifme, than friends {a- 
t62fttjov, nnd .« Formal Religi- 
844 complement ; 20d fo not any 
Ipecial Soul ſaving priviledges 
thereby confersed ? for charity 
#orbids:-ys co thinke they would 
bring up4their children'in the ig- 
Rorance and incapacity of claim- 
ing ſuch kighproviledges, and ra- 
tionally improving fo holy mm- 

ements, if themfielves wers 
aft:Rted with them, or they had 
any ſenſe of duty as to ſach Re- 
digjaus edjication, which ſhould 
indeed ſpur theic netwral affes 
Zion to the diſcharge thereof. 
Liztle doe men confider that che 
Jaoie Grod 'that gave babes the 
right to the initiating ſeales of 
the Covenant, did provide cate- 
chifing, as the way to make them 
know their priviledge. He to 
whoin they arebero, hath pro» 


vided 
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vided ilk. for dheir nouryhe 
meat, no 4th that +pne for 
ſtronger men, and hath com- 
mitted them 24 his hands, co the 
care of his Charch, and-charged 
it, as the daty of their Parents, 
to rawoxte them im the foare and 
nurmredfbe Lord : bo that ſuch 
Parents whe doe not ſertoully 
m(tru& theit Red in the ſolemn 
Bond -of their relatioh to God 
and his Church;the ſuithble que- 
lification by which theyart fireed 
for divine communion, 6'the feal 
of the Covtnant, that aſfurtth 
them of the high privitedges of 
Salvation, doe not only ſlight 
ttisholy Qrdinance of Bapriith, 
but alſo finfully tranſgrefs Gods 
command, fhety eheir aacfftal 
affection to be diverted from its 
righ: channel, care for be chiefeſf 
goed, and fer cheir elnjdren un- 
der an inevitable necdfifiie of 
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fleighting th:O:dirance,& ſtart. 
ing afide from God, to whom 
they know no relation. We finde 
it our grief, that our children are 
prophane, when it is. no other 
than the produQion of owr own 
nepleft: Wecan eaſily complain 
of their impictie ; but where is 
the man, that as (oon as his child 
is ſenſible, doth ſeaſon him wich 
the knowledge of his miſerie by 
ſin, Gods mercy in the Cove. 
nant of Grace, and his ſpecial 
engagement to holineſs, for that 
he beares on him the name of 
God from his very birth, and 
that imprinted by his Bapriſme, 
when his body was waſhed with 

pure water. | 
The fixth and laſt ſort, whoſe 
principles and praiſe ' doe 
plainly millicate againſt the nz- 
ture of Baptiſme,and cleerly doe 
contradidt the ſame,are ſuch, who 
deny 
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deny the baptized the libertie of 
acceſ; to God in the aſſemblies of 
his people. This I well know to re- 
late nnto the moſt eminent pro» 
frllurs of Goſpel order.and pre- 
tenders unto pietie, that are a- 
mong us; and-therefore the moſt 
tender rebuke will ſeem to be 
railing vi!lence and bitterneſs : 
Bur be it whar it will, fin againſt 
Gods Ocdinances muſt not paſs 
without a z:alous and ſerious 
reproof; Such among. us as 
affeRt the term of Congregati® 
onal Brethren, in the gathering. 
of their Churches, run into an 
extreme as farre wide on the 
one hand, as the looſe levelling 
Familiſts and Anabaptifts are 
on the other : Theſe diQtate a 
liberty of acceſs ro che wnbapti- 
zed,and thoſe denie it to the bap- 
tized, We muſt needs imagine 
they zgree bothin one principle, . 
| Is that 
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that Bapti/we i not the ground of 
communion With the Church vi- 
þble , nor qualification of acceſs 
co God ; Forif it be otherwiſe, 
a5 we have noted,ic muſt be pro- 
phaneneſs to admit without it ; 
and they havenced of good war- 
rant that will acquit themſelves 
from impietie, in excluding the 
baptiz:d from theſe p:iviledges, 
That ſuch are among ns, who 
debarre the baptized from theic 
priviledges, is ſo obvious to eve- 
ry obſervant eye of the now on- 
Iy cryed up Church Way, that ] 
need pot much urge demonltrs- 
tions thereof. I well know ſome 
whoſc practice proclaim it, in 
their principles will diſown it ; 
bur it is the property of that 
£ongreeating way, £0 couch 
their principles until their pra- 
Aice bave proved their gruth apd 
goodaebs, and procjuncd GS 
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to others. But if io the termes 
charged any (hall devy this to be 
Red among us, I (hall deſire to 
uaderſtand why they declare 
privatly and publiquely er 


baptiz.ed,to be (trangers ro God 
and his Covenant? why doe 
they decline communion with, 
and a care of baptized ſoules, as 
members of the Church?- and 
diRate a neceſſitie of their com+ 
ing. into Church. way and fel 
lowſhip 2 and why dog they dir 
re& other wayes for admiſſion 
of Church membars ?- is there 
any terms more ordinarie in ths 
mouthes of the congregared ſaints 
towards thoſe whom they live 
amongſt, than deggs, withewts 
wwbeleevers, not in. a Church 
way 2. Doe not the paſtors af 
theſe private (it may offend if I 
lay ſeparate) afſemblies in their 
pabliqus miniſtrie, ſpeak —_ 

cir 
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their baptized hearers as alters, 
ſtrangers, to the Covenant and 
Common- wealth of 1ſrael,men 
in the High- wayes and Hcdpges ? 
Doe th:y not call them into 
their ſelf congregated and con- 
ſtiruted Churches, as the only 
Charches of jeſus Chriſt > Doe 
not the particular members of 
theſe aſſemblies appropriate to 
themſelves the title of ſarnts, be- 
leevers, the people of Ged, the bre- 
thren ? If they know or deale 
with a man profefſing the ſame 
God and Chriſt, baptized, and 
of a Godly converſation , but 
not in their Church-way, they 
cannot know him in any Chri- 
ſtian relation ; but cat oppoſe to 
him a member of cheir private 
aembly, by the name of brother 
ſauch an one —, as if the other 
were no brother. Nay further, 


do not they decline communion 
2 Oey Et CO tel 
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with the baptized even ſuch 
whom they cannot charge with 
any viſible prophanenefle, and 
22ainſt whom the ( hurch never 
proceeded in cenſure? Hence 
they withdraw themſelves from 
publique aſlemblics in their ſpe. 
ciall adminiltration of Charch 
priviledges, denominate them- 
ſlves the Church, and decline 
all Church attions towards ſuch 
as come not into their {hurch- 
wayes 3 though their Paſtors 
will poſiefle the places, and 
make a ſhife to compell the(lats 
cried down) parochial main- 
tenance , yet of the people in 
common they take no charge: 
Brethren will. not own them as 
objes of f(t or ſecond admo- 
nition ; Paſtors will neither adS 
mit to the Lords table the un- 
blameable parents, nor baptize 
or catechize their Children, nor 


WW 
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ex:rciſe any a of dilcipline t0- 
wards the diſorderly, in order 
to their conviction andl{\{a]vati- 
on ; but in all chings ſo demeane 
themſelves cowards the baptized 
as men without the pale of the 
Church, meere heathen, for 
Church miniftrations are as 
much reſerved from them , us 
from ſuch who never yet had 
nolinefic tawnped on them : And 
if any doe incline to aſſociate 
with them io the holy things of 
God, they muſt bee adwirzed 
Atembers, and enter at the door 
of a Church-Covenant or myty- 
all agreement among themſelves 
2nd declaration of the worke of 
Grace upon their hearts, and 
their experierces of God, which 
eheſe Congregational.men have 
ſet up. If this dialeRt and de- 
portment doe not declare that 
liberty. of accefle to God , b. 


w_—_ 
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the aſſemblies of his people is 
denied to the baptiz:d, I know 
not how to judge it : And how 
chis will conGſt with the nature, 
uſe and end of Baptiſme, I can- 
not diſcern, If by the waſhing 
of water, we were lan&ihed, 
how were we prophaned and a- 
gain laid common 7 I never yet 
could underſtand any divine re- 
jection ; I am ſure it is much 
contrarie to Gods wonted me- 
thod and patience, to cait oft a 
people adherjrg to him, though 
{ubjeRt co maoy aberrations and 
vile ations towards bim ; and 
the extraordinarie pleaſure of 
God is yet to be manifeRed;And 
if God count us holy, and con- 
tinge the libertie of our accefs 
to him in his Ordiaance, they. 
mult produce a good commilſli- 
on that (hall caſt 1 out,- 45 pro- 
phave and wwslean, if they 7 

pe 
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pe& we ſhould be therewithall 
contented. If Baptiſme doe in- 
corporate- into the Charch of 
God, doth it not intitle to all 
the priviledges of the Church, 
and binde us to uſe them, and 
the Church to allow us the uſe 
of chem, according to our capa- 
Citie? If we are baptized into 
one bodie, have we not the ſame 
relation to them that others 
have? Are we not all of one 
familie, members of one bodie, 
and brethren,ſonnes of the ſame 
father > Oaght not all the 
Church to be the Paſtors charpe? 
Ts not the rebuke of the diſor- 
derly his duty, as well as his en- 
couragement of the orderly ? 
Doth not Baptiſme ſo knit us 
one unto- another, that we are 
bound-to watch over one ano- 
ther, and doe all brotherly du- 
ties ? Why elſe doth the nw 

8. 
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ſtle make it an argument, there 
is one Bapriſme, Epheſ. 4. we 
are all baptized into one bodie. 1 
would fain know of what uſe 
Baptiſme is to them: is it not the 
ſame to others baptized ? To 
count the baptized dogges, men 
without, to diſown their brother- 
hood, and the like, muſt needs 
denie that Baptiſme is the dore 
of admiflion into the Church, 
and'yet this in terms they will 
not fay,: though they carrie t0- 
wards them as without, and call 
them. to be members of the 

rch, who are members of 
th&Church on as good a ground 
and as cleer a method as them- 
ſelves : If this be not a ſoleciſme 
in Chriſtianitie, I know not how 
to make any. As for their ad- 
miſſion into the Church by Co- 
venant, Agreement, or profeſſion, 
It is cleerly without Scrip- 

ture 
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ture, preſcription, or primiteve 
preſident, that ever I conld yet 
finde : and { can deemitino 0- 
ther than an mhaman invention 
{if 1 may not call ſaperitition, 
the countenance of whichitbears 
in my eye, whileft jt ftnads-m 
the place of Baptifane, & vs aadc 
the only way 'of conſecration 
untoChurch communion,;where 
by it plainly ſupplants Gods Ov 
dinance.) . Theſe things I moos, 
but cannotflind to debave, : in» 
tending a reproef,..not dilpure, 
and tolct men ſce the faofuinels 
of this ſacred way of mdepen 
ce, and gathering of Char 
_ Churches,wehiteſt itſtands 
guilty of x ronreapt of Gods way 
of accels unto him, _ admifſi- 
on into his Church of ceaſoriow 
wncharitablemſi townrds their 
brethren inveſted with the rev» 
loaf celation to the Lotds wr 
Pie, 
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ple, and conftirution of Church 
memberſhip, in a way of meer 
humane invention. Icorfefle'I 
have heard it often noted, that 
the difference between Ingdepen- 
dents and others, 1s not fo much 
as to maintainan irreconciteable 
diſtance : and I fayilotoo : 1 
could wiſh they were more 
friendliely norted. As to the 
ſingle point of Diſcipline, they 
{b2i{ bave my-confent for a bro- 
therly toteration of its£xercile, 
till they are weary ofit. But as 
for their ſeparation from the 
Churches of Jeſus Chriſt , ſelf 
codpregation into a Church,and 
feclufion of ba prized fonls, from 
kcred Ordinances, and the tike, 
they faem to me ſo xepupnant to 
truth and order, and ruinons to 
Gods Church and Ordinances, 
that I cannor, withont ſfinge, bur 
ftand a profiled enemic there- 

anteo 
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unto, Let not men think that] 
allow the prophanenels of Chri 


| 
ſtians,becauſe I alledge their in-F 
rercft inthe comon adminiſtra-ft 
_ tion of the Covenant ; or thatic 
I think their enjoyment may not 
be interrupted, becauſe I cannotYr 
canſent their intereſt be deniedFt 
them. I have learned to diſtin-Ya 
guiſh between right axd poſſeſſin 
on ; and where the one is cleer, ſt 
the other may be jultly ſome-flp 
times with- held. I well know{|: 
prophaneChriſtians are wnſeemby{t 
Saints,yet Saints, ſcandalous Di-Þ/ 
ſciples, yet Diſciples ; yu 
Brethren, yet Brethren; veſſelY/; 
of diſhanour, yet veſlels in theFti 
ſame houſe to the Mafters uſe. 
That Church members be fora 
time ſuſpended from particulat Pl 
priviledges, may be admitted; 
bur at private brethrens pleaſure 
to be ſleighted, as no members,sÞ, 
| not 
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not to be endured. That obſti- 
nate incurable members be cur 
of, is the Church her duty ; bur 
that the Church be caſt off, is the 
congregational impietie?Is there 
baptized perſons in works, de- 
rying the God they profeſs ? Is 
there a brother, a drunkard, an 
idulcerer, and. the like? Doth 
not Baptiſme appropriate them 
to the private admonition of 
particular brethren, and pub- 
que infp:Ction of Church of- 
whyficers ? Is not the delivering 
When to Satan, for the buffeting 
f the fleſh, that the ſoul may be 
aved, their priviledge by Bap- 
ime? If theſe holy men would 
alk of correfting, caſting out, 


ri fentting off diſorderly baptized 
lat Pouls, ir would ſound well in my 
ed; Fares; but to talk of gathering 
urt Churches, coming into Church- 


r$, pay, admiſſion of members, and 
not the 


199 ThcVertne and 


the like., among(t thoſe that 
bears.holineſs. in.their fleſh; and 
have on them the. qualification 
of acceſs to God, ſounds: {9 
harſhly: in: my eares, that I can. 
not but auhor it, as.inconhiſtent; 
with the nature of Baptiſme, ex- 
poſing it.to.contemprt, making it 
of. no cfte&t,. endangering the 
ſabverſion of the Church, and 
the uſhering, in of Paganiſme, 
whileſtthe baptized finde them. 
ſelves rejeRed,, and not. looked 
after, as of aoy relationto God; 
they cannot but- refigne up 
themlelves: to. their own luſts, 
& run into aq ignorance of, and 
eltrangedneſs to God. It ſeems 
to me a. moſt. juſt plea, thatis 
made by.Chriſtians.in common. 
* Were we baptized 2” whiy are} © 
* we diſowned, as to.relation to- 
*God and his Church, and caſt * 
* out of all. the —— , 


Value-of- Baptiſme. 1.91. 


| © Church, avif we-were.therenn=- 


'to ſicangers ? If the ſeal- of 
{| © God .be on, us, why: doe qur 
© bre. thren- life up; themſelves 3- 
| © bove-ug, and -engroſs. to.them=- 
' ſelves: the titles, termes, privi-- 
ledges, that belang:in common: 
' to. all baptized. ſouls? If we 
walk; unwarthy, our. relatzon,. 
' we are willing to.be corre&ed ;: 
but moſt we-needs loſe our in- 
'tereſt and be thruſt out of our 
| fathers inheritance by our bre- 
'thren; our forfarure-never be-- 
| (ing: judicially. exaRted, . Gods 
'Ordinances we. could. bear, 
"though. never. ſo croſs: to. our 
"nature, becauſe thereunto we 
'are bayad by our. Baptiſm ;but 
'the new .wayes: purſued by.Qur 

"brethren, and. to.us Pr 
*Are:grievans£0.us, hecanſe we 
I 'finde them . not. in the. grand 
84* Charter of. our, priviledge;; 
* willingly 
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ewillingly we would walk wich 
* God in duty, and draw-nigh 
* ro him; in the aſſemblies of his 
* people, for that we are there. 
*unto conſecrated ; bur herein 
*we are debarred, and driven at 
* a diſtance, as if Dog gy,»ot C hil- 
* dren, Heathens, not Chriſtians, 
* Aliens te the (ovenant, not 
« Heirs of Grace. If we goe aſtray, 
* we think thoſe that are ſer over 
* ought to ſeek us as (heep, nol 
* ſuffer us to wander as goats, 
© We have cauſe to complain, 
* that our Shepheards feed them» 
* {elves, not the flock ; they feed 
* the flock, and clothe them with 
* the Woell , kil the fat, but feta 
* wot the ſheep : The weak tht) 
* have not ftrengthned , the fick 
* thry have not healed, no have 
* they ſought that which was left, 
* nor brought again, that which 
* 745 driven aWvay ; but With " 
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* eltie and rigor have they ruled 
© us : We were ſcattered without 
© a ſhepheard ; and when we were 
* diſperſed, every beaſt of the fiuld 
* devoured 14 : We were ſheep, 
* though wandring upon every 
high bill and mountain : Gods 
* flick, thowgh ſcattered through 
' the earth, and none ſought after 
* 24. If the Lord Jeſus ſubſcribe 
and accept- not this complaint 
as juſt and good, I know no- 

thing of Goſpel method or 
"| order. 

Thus then I have noted: the 
vanitie and vileneſs of thoſe, 
whoſe carriage contradifts- the 
nature of Baptiſme,and beſpeaks 
them inſenſible of it, as an eſpe= 
cial qualification for confidence 
inaccels to God in the afſem- 
dlies of his people. 

The third and laft uſe of this 
Do&rine, is by way of exhorra- 

tion 
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tion unto two eſpecial duties. 

Firlt, Acquaint we our ſelves 
with the holy nature of Bap- 
tiſme, 

Secondly, AR we the courſe 
of our lives and carriage,as thoſe 
whoſe dodics aie wathed with 
pure water. : 

- Of cheſe give” me leave to 
ſpe:ke a word 1n their order,and 
fir of the firſt. 

Acquaint we our ſelves with 
the holy nature of Bapriſme Un- 
decſtand its end, uſc.,acd © ffs; 
Labour we to know the holineſs 
it ſtamps on any, the priviledges 
; je confers ; and how it cons 
fers them, {.e the divine inftitu- 
tion enforcing the duty of ſub- 
Jection to it, and the dipnitie re- 
cerifed by 1c, Ignorance is the 
Nuucſeiie of Error, and Guard 
of all Prophineneſs : All thoſt 
O.dinance degrading, and vilt- 


fying 
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fying notions that are conceived 
in ctaens mindes, blaſphemies 
beichcd out of their mouthes, 
and contemPptible carriage under 
and towards Baptiſme and the 
baptized, which we have before 
taxed,arc no other than the miſts 
and filthie fogs of a blinde mind, 
to be diſperſed by a right appre- 
henfion of the holy nature there» 
of. Ignorance is noted in Scrip- 
ture as the ground of If: acls im. 
piety : very often doth God 
complain, they knew not me, and 
are a people who will not under= 
ſtand ; my people periſh for lack 
of knowledge. Knowledge is the 
propounded cure of all pro- 
phanenc(s and contempt of ho- 
I ly things : it is the principle of 
Regencration.co be rerrWed 5n 
the ſpirit of the minde. Our Sa- 
4 viour corrects the p: ophznation 
"1 ofthe Temple by an,it is written, 
XK 2 my 


© Eupland, ot x Freeman of \Lon- 
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'#y henſe ſhall bt called, an houſe 
of prayer, and diſpels all rude 
efadirions, which made the Law 
of God of none effe, by xn ex. 

fition of the'Law : And the 
'Apoftle correAts the prophane 
uſe of the Lords Supper, by ex- 
plaining the nature, form, and 
uſe thereof ; telling theni fome- 
time, this & not to eat the Lords 
Supper ; and other titpespoint- 
ing tothe Ordinance, by a, The 
Cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, # 
the Communion ; and an,*1 re- 
ceived from the. Lord, What 1 de- 
livered unto you. The lame is to 
be the cure of the prophatienels 
of every Orginance of God, 
(viz.) rhe underſtanding.of is 
uſe and rature. They ther Kriow 
not the begefic of a. Deniſon of 
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don; muſt'needs dilefteem, dil 
regard, and deſpiſe cis 'privl- 
jd ledge 
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ledges thereof. Is.it any marvel 
to hear men. ſpeak, and {ce men 
carry..contemptibly towards a. 
ſealed parchment, whoſe uſe and 
nature he doth not underſtand ; 
but ſuch as know thereofthe uſe 
and valus, will purchaſe them at 
a deax gate, and priſechem above 
many things fimpſy,and in them- 
ſelves more conſiderable. In a 
word, F muſt ſay, if men knew 
thar Gods image and authority 
was ſe on Baptiſme,they would 


not dare 40 defpiſe.irs amplici 

and meangels : If they DOE 
ſtood it to be the dore of admiſ- 
fon into the Church, incorpo» * 
ution into Chrilts body , and 
method -of maciiguhation into 


te hoyſhaj@ of faichghey could 
dever ſcorn itz, or lit indifferent 
. | Wit; but muſk ſec, us over they: 
© | Will put-on Chriſt Jeſus and bs 
4, | Wnited to-higbedy, they mult be, 

| K 3. bap- 
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baptized; nay further,ſach #s are 
ſenſibly aff:Qtcd with it as a'ſeal 
of the Covenant of Grace;aniſo 
ground of faith, as 2 ſacred qua- 
liication of 2pproach to God, 
without which we may - not 
comenigh unto'him ; and- as the' 
ordained Ark of Suiyation, 
wherby we ſtand ſeprated from 
the world unto ſo great advan- 
tapes, he conld not bur fet on it 
an high cſteem, rejoycing in his 
Bapriſme,blefling'God for ſach 
diſtir anther race, #hd thank- 
fully improve” the' nie" to his 
encourzg ment in, and ingage- 
mect unto duty, Let it there- 
fore be your care- with alt dili- 
gence, to ſtydie the \natur@' of 
the Ocdinance, and: underſtand 
by uſe, vertue and- value ; that 
norance you loſe not its 

-A $3 s, or be led-into erronious 
notions luke-warm: affcRions 
£0 
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to,and prophane expreſſions to» 
wards ſo holy and necellary an 
Ordinance. 

The ſecond exhortation is, 
To alt our converſation, as ſenſs- 
ble, that the body waſhed With 
pre Water, maſt qualifie us with 
confidence in acceſs to God, Let 
your knowledge of the right uſe 
and nacure of Baptiſme appear 
in your lives and carriage under 
and towards ſo holy an Ord. 
nance: Take heed of prophaning 
holy things , -diſeſteeming| high 
priviledgrs,and contemning ſpe- 
cial grounds of faith and privi- 
ledges of grace : and more 2a 
ticularly, 

1. Dire, - Admit not men 
into communion With the Church 
in arhe# Ordinances and atts of 
wo ſhip, that have nat been bap« 
tized, Ler them enter at the 
right dore, that receive Gods. 

K 4 aims: 
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alms : Call not them the Lords 
people,who weare not the Lords 
livery:communicate net the pri- 
viicdges of the Saints, with them 
who itand Aliens & Strangers £0 
the Common- wealth of Iſrae]: 
Let not them approach the pre- 
fence of an ho'y God, who were 
never {anctified by the waſhing 
of water by the word : And-in 
2 word, take heed of running in- 
to the abhomination of bring» 
ing into Gods SanQuary, the 
unbaptized io feſh :; Invent nog 
Gods order and the Goſpel me- 
thod of approach to God. Theſe 
might have ſeemed needles ex- 
hortations heretofore, but now 
doe-not ; for that many in the 
midit of as doe not. onely dil- 
own' their own baptifſme, but 
bring up their Iſſue nnbaprized ; 
And preat is the preſent, and 
Sreater will be the future _— 
0 


* 
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of admitting to fit ut the Lords 
table , ſuch 4» never were 
baptized. I could heartily with 
we cond keep a Regiſter of the 
unbaptized, as we doe' of the 
baptiz,2d : However, let the ad- 
miniftrators of holy things, make 
it their firſt enquiry, Were you 
baptized ? and take heed they 
pollate not Gods SanRtnarie, by 
admitting thereunto the men 
whoſe bodies were not waſhed 
with pure water. Be not de- 
ctived with a pretence of reall 
grace ; for 'grace muſt needs be 
pretended, where any of Gods 
Ordinances are deſpiſed and 
Chriſts -preſcribed order is neg- 
Red ; bot if it were reall, it is 
not the Churches guide, who 
cannot know it: Outward quz- 
lifications muſd be their direRi- 
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d | on, an4 Goſpel order in peo- 
ze | ples approach ro God, is their 
of 7: chargs. 


202 The Yertucand 


charge, and muſt be their care. 
2. Direct. Attend With reve» 
rence and affettion, the admini- 
ſfration of Baptiſme unto others, 
Tyrn not your backs on lo holy 
ao O:dinance and eminent aRi- 
on ; but confider it is an a& of 
worlhip,andOrdinanre of God, 
as well as preaching or prayer; 
and our aitendance va all acts 
of Religion, -is duty ;. it is a fo- 
lema and ſacred action, lepart- 
ting perſons uato God, ſandti- 
fy.ing th:m for Gud, {tampivg 
vpon men. holinels.to, the Loid, 
ſecting them as membess of 
Church, the body ot, Chriſt, and 
ſolemnly dedicating them to the 
ſervice of Faiher Sunne,and ho- 
ly Gholt, Aud doth not this 
call for the attendarce of all the 
Lords people ?- Shali. not - the 
worth of union with Chrith 
Church, and conſecration t0 
God, 
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God, be witneſſed to be of 
weight by the reverent atten» 
dance of the afſemblie ? Are not 
al conceined in, and to be edi» 


y | ficd by the Ocdinance, and (hall 
- | ehes floight ir, and turn. back on 
fi it? Conſider the reproof of the 
| | 2uilt of ſuch neglect : let it 


quicken you to duty : let your 
p:eſence at, and reverence in the. 
ad..iviftration of Bzptilme, be= 
{pcak your ſenſe of ics facred 
nature and ſanfifying uſe ; ma* 
king a Church Ordinance privat 
by comneng it tv your houſes, 
or running from its a-'miniſtia-» 
tion. in the pubique place, mult 
needs be the refule of low 
th-ughts. Cland- line Baptiſm, 
is the cloud of Bapriſme ; and 
the rude vut-cmnanng, that Oc- 
dinance, runs it into cont. mpt ; 
be witnefles of their incorpoin- 
tion with whom you mull live 

$93. + 
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tn communion in Gods Ordi. 
Kxnces. 

3. Diretion. Argue your 
Baptiſme to your engagement to, 
ard excouragement in draWving 
nigh to God. Your bodies are 
waſhed with pure water, pro- 
voke your ſpirits to draw nigh 
in the aſfurance of faith ; Cons 
Ader that by your baptiſme, you 
are ſingled out of the world,and 
ſer in a capacity of Salvation : 
You are placed in the Ark; 
will you periſh in the commgn 
deluge of mankinde? You a 
fan&ified onto God by o 

{ [3] 
2 


waſhing of water , will 
Rand at a diftance from God, as 
ſirargers to him? You are i 
the order of his own appoint. - Ft 
ment, ſuited for divine ſociety ; 
will you live as without God, 
without hope m the world? You 
are the fealed ſonnes and ſub« 
: :* - _ 


[OO 
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jets of the covenant ; and will 
you paſs away your time as 
Bankrupts,that poſſeſs nothing? 
You have put on Jeſus Chriſt 
his livery ; will you not doe him 
homage with all cheerfol} loyal- 
ty? You are entred into the 
houſhold of Faith and Church 
of God ; ſball not their com- 
munion be to you comfortable? 
Is not Baptiſme a ground of 
faith, and encouragement; why 
are you then ſo diſpondent in 
appearing before God? Is it 
not yonr ſolemn Bond unto di. 
vine ſervice; why are you then 
ſo dull and backward nnto du- 
ty? Was your baptiſme 4 weey 
complement , that you doe not 


. .Ffninde it or make uſe of it now 


itis peſt? Is it not a moral in- 
firument to be improved by me- 
ditation,, affording matter of 
rounſel and comfors ? Niy is it 

| loſe 4 


C. 
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not Gods Ordinance, a ground of 
faith, pledge of love, baage of re- 
Litsor, to be a1 gur'd into the awe 
and encouragem 'nt of our ac- 
cels to G99 3, Is nut Baptiſme 
an vitiating ſeal, aſſuring us 
of 114riating graces? hach it; not 
planted us to the Olive, that 
we might, excract 1ap and juyce 
to the bringi'g forth fruits of. 
R:ipghreorſacis ?> In a word, 
Lai time is greatly 3dvantagi» 
0us Lo hope and ho/yne/s, if but 
duly ;mpreved by atts of Faith, 
We had no profit in it, becauſe 
we look for none fr: mit. If 
righ? aſſured, be never claimed, 
huw ihill:t be poſſcliet ? If han 
mort:fving engines be never Us 
ſed. ſhi muſt needs have domit- 
ni-5n ove: the foul. I wourd co 
God, I cou'd but periwade 
Ch-iltizos. to fir dowa, and (erl- 


uuſly cuntetwpiate their Bap- 
Lime 


_ 
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tilme tm order to their holynels, 
and thus reflet it, © I ambap- 
* 11244 3+ Surely then I am under 
' ſome .mgre thav ordinary.en- 
* pxperment+,; Thereby I Wa 
; waſbedfrom n my old fins; (hall I 
*chen live in them, or fo far fore 
* pet my ſcif,as not to /et verrue, 
knowledge, temperance brothers 
' ly hinaxeſs, patience, gealineſs, 
' ai the graces of God ta abownd in 
*me«? Ta not Baptiſme the dew 
' of Heaven, that waters the 
' Gaiden of God 7? Hathit been 
* diſtilled ©n me, and ſhill I be 
' found” jdle and wnſruit/ull, 
'2 Pet. 1-5, 6,7, 8,9. I have 
* been baptiz'd into the death of 
* Chriſt, buried with bim in Bap- 
* tiſme, planted into the fimili- 
' tude of his. death, zhac. my old 
* man- Pight ; be crucified; and 
'the body, of Gn deli yed, that 
'1{hvuld not ſerve fhune ; but 
as 
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*as he was raiſed up from the 
«dead, I ſhould walk in newneſs 
* of life : and foal in reign in m 

* mortal _ 1 fbonld obe 

* the Iuſts thereof ; or Jhall' I'givi 
* my members a4 Wrapons of wn- 
* 19 htrouſneſs.unto fiuns, Rows. 6, 
* ] have by Baptiſme, been conſe- 
* crated wyto God; 2nd ſhall 1 
* not Core nigh hin} 3x awry ? I am 
' 1ncorporated into the” Church; 
* ovght I not then, to be conver. 
' fant in the aſſembly of the firſt 
* born ? I have ſtricken Covenant 
* with God; will not-my nes- 

* le of dnty, and tourſe of im- 

* piety be'charged on me, as che 

* breach of the oath of God ? All 
* the promiſes of grace are t0 

* me ſealed; (hail not I then 
* cleanſe 9 ſelf from: all filthi- 
© neſs of fleſh and ſpirit, and 'per- 
*fe& holineſs ? In a word, Bap* 
* tiſme is this ſeal of the Cove-J 
| * nant 


-_ —_ —=—Y 48 


-_ 
CCC 
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'nant /er in my fleſh, and the 
' canſing me to ſee the evil of my 
' wayes and doings, and to be a- 
t himed and forſaks them ; the 
' taking eway the ſtony heart, and 
' $14ng an heart of fleſh ; the put- 
' ring Goal ſpirit within me, that 
' I may walk in hes wayes, are the 
' promiſes of the Covenant;why 
'then doe =_ graceleſs I chim 
'them, 2nd by prayer plead my 
' Baptiſme for he obs 
'of them ? For he « faithful 
' that bath promiſed, but wil not 
' perform, until they be asked in 
'faith, And as our Baptiſmeis 
thus a moral argument of holi- 
Uneſs to our ſelves, it is the more 
belpfull hereunto, becauſe it 
miwers all temptations unto 
in, When weare ſaluted with 
he pollations that are in the 
\Forld chrough loft, we may an- 
, We are Waſhed in pure was 
ter, 
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ter, and may not be apain de- 
fhied : The cogenc'e of caſtome 


mult give place ro the Covent 
we have mide in B:;tiſme :; The 
violent temptatiors G@f Satan 
recoile upnn the rerurns of Bp- 
tiſme : I am bapt'z.d, filenceth 
all ſuggeltions to ſinne : lam 
b-ptized into the Name of Fa-ff 
th.r, Sonne, and holy Gh-(t, i 
the on'y Spel (to {peak with re. 
verence) that charrns the D« vil. 
For it imports thus much : Shallf] 
the children of God cor verſe 
with his enemies ? the confede-ſ* 
rates of God break-his. com-[® 
mands ? the feparared out offf/ 
the world,” be ſu>j:& ro the 
P:ince of the world ? Or dothf 
malicious Satan thick the ſealed 
of the 'Lord, (hill be ſo mu:bF 
f1-igtircd by thers Lord, as to bi" 
taken captive at his wil! ? Ohl 
play che man ia a rational :nanF®' 
2g.menl | 
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-. 22ement of your Boptiſme, it 
will much advance your Chri- 
» |} ſtiavity 2fl your dayes. 
hel A+ Baptiſme is a» he/p to ho- 
anft lineſle, fo allo ro hope ; tobe im- 
p- proved by due acts -of Faith, as 
th} it is an Ocdinance of God, for 
*m_ 007 encouragement in accefle to 
24. hm : many ſoules ſtand ata 
af diltance from divine Ordinan- 
re.jccs, or draw nigh with much 
vil orembling, which would be dif- 
allÞelled-by due apprehenfions of 
.r{eÞ2ptiſme : ' Lee ſuch! therefore 
a.yconſider, that 'under the want 
.m-(of ſpeciall, they ought to re- 
offijoyce in generall expreſſions of 
ods love, and arguments of 
ochÞope'; and immediate afſurances 
1 4FÞf divine favour. are not to bee 
n.4Þ2p:Rted, whileft we have me- 
, y#iate Ordinances on which to 
1" i our Faith. Our Hope muſt 
Fore into the Soulein the tame 


nenty way, 
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way, With holyneſſe . by a morall 
improvement of Gods Grace, 
in his Ordinances to' us extents 
ded ; let therefore the deſpon. 
ding Chriſtian, that trembles tg 
converſe with Gods people, tg 
come nigh Gods table, or claim 
any of Gods promiſes, fix down 
and ſeriouſly diſcourſe his Baps 
tiſme. *©I am Baptizad ; Was 
* this an emhptic Ordinance # 
* Shall my nnbeleeving heart 6 
* magine any divine Ioftitutiog 
*to be emptie and in vain -impo4 
* fed? No, Allthe ayes of God 
* xre T rath, hee never ſubjcRed 
*Sonles to any falacie, nor cail 
*doe : Why: then art thow 
©/ad Oh my Souls ? Truft ſhi 
*Ged, inhim'Will:F bepe, fork}: 
© hath eftabbſhed a Covenantalf 
< peace extended to my Parents 
* and through them to-mee, a85F: 
* ft the Seals abercof Bapo/a 
| c if 
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*in my fleſh; and is not Bapriſm 
*a pledg of his affeXion to mee, 
"a badge of my relation to him ? 
* Why then doe T fay he knowes 
*mee not, or I belong not to 
'him ? Doe all the Sons of A- 
' dam weare this hverie ? Is 
(there a ſpecialty in the applica- 
*tion of water; and hath it 
texrended to mee ? ſhillIfay I 
have received no favour pecu- 
*liar to the Lords people, and 
t diftin& from the maſs of man- 
'kinde ? Nay, Iamby Baptiſm 
's matriculated Diſciple in 
"Chriſt his Schole, an incorpo- 
'rated Member of the houſhold 
'of Faith ? Why then dos I 
*feare to\fecde on childrens 
*Pread ?_andto uſe thoſe pri- 
viledges that doe belong to the 
"F* Cirizens of the niw-7erun 
| /elem ? Why am] as an aljen 
; { a0d ſtranger from che Com- 

| * MON= 
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* monwealth of 1ſrae/ ? I have 
*:y Baptiſme put on Jclus 
* Chriſt, and (hail I feaie to 
* come before the. Father ? i 
* not hee his beloved Sonne in 
* whom hee is wcll pleaſed ? I; 
©not Baptiſme a Seale of God 
* Covenant ? Why then doe! 
*not claime' the promilſes/ 
© What though I ſee not God 
* privie Seale, the Spirit 4 
* adoption, is the broad ſeal of & 
© Cov. nant of no force an\| va- 
*lte ; duth it 1a vain bear ont 
© CiV.Ce auihority.? why then 
*;ircall:d th- A k- of Salvatzon 
* why hath God (aid, he that be 
* Izeveth and &« baptiz'd, ſhall 
"ſaved ? Shall 1 loſe my Saly 
« 599, for nit joyning faith 


*my baptiſme 3 { \Vhat though] 't 
* finde macy rude Chriſtians4 MN 


* p'ophane perſons in 
* Church, claimivg priviledg 
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© by their Baptiſme ; can T deny 
*in ſome things their claim to 
be good, though they be wick- 
'ed? And wherein 1t is not good 
*ro them, breaking. the Cove» 
"nant, may it not be good to 
* me, poor me, that defire co 
*keep the Covenant of my 
«God ? In a word, haih not 
God far:Atiftied me ro himG&lf, 
*by the waſhing of water ; and 
'doth he call men to draw nigh 
to him in afſlvrance: of faith, 
*havitig the body waſhed with 


| © pure water, and (hail 1 be diſ- 


*'mayed in acceſs tu him ? Oh ! 
*the wickedneſs of my doybring, 
"that doth ſpring fiom igno- 
'rance of Gods holy O ginan« 
*ces, the ſin of my deſpongencie, 


_ *that deters ce from Guty, and 


'expoleth my baptiſme to con- 


& opt: I willſurecalt oft this 


g cltace; and hence forward con» 


*tinue 
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* tinue with the Chnrch in 2h: 
* Word, breaking of bread , and 
* Prayer, and uſe of all other 
* priviledges of grace, and com- 
* poledly prize the benefit of 
* Ordinances, that by rational 
*a&s of faith in them, I may at 
* length arrive at the fulneſs 0 
* aſſurance, Thns then Chri 
{tians argue to your ſelves, the 
duty and dignity of your Bap- 
tiſme, enjoy with comfort the 
priviledges thereby conferred: 
Know and approve your ſelves 
25 baptized : and thereby 
Singled out of the world b) 
peptic, and ſet in a capacit) 
of Salvation,as was Noah: fami 
Iy in the Arke, 1 Per. 3.21. 
Sarttified unto God, Baptilſn 
being the ſolemne form of cot 
ſecration, Epbeſe 5, 26. | 
Sons and Subjeits of the C 
venant, inveſted with Chriſt, is-Þ®! 
corporate 


CE 
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corporated into his Church, the 
ſeal of which is in your fleſh l-y 
Bzptiſme. | 

Swited for divine ſociety,by the 
(xpiation of gailt , extirpation 
of (ins power, and exaGt confe. 
deration with God ; all which 
the, Scriptures note, to be the 
eff:&s of Baptiſme,or the waſh- 
ing of the body with pure wa-. 
ter, 
In the apprehenſion and ar-: 
oumentation of theſe , privi- 


if |:dges, let me guide your judge- 


ments by propounding to your 
conſideration , theſe ſeveral 


1, Rule. Salvation and [ax- 
Tification, and the like privi- 


oh /edger, are naturally argued from 


Baptiſme, as it i an Ordinance of 
God ordained to that end. There- 
fore the cffeRs are to it attri- 


; io-JÞuted : It in all chings neceſſary 


L bears 
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bears an analogie with Circum- 
cilon, and propounds moral 
conſiderations to that end, to 
the reaſonable ſoul of man, to be 
argued by contemplative acts of 
faith, 

2. Rule. «All that will be [ans 
Afied, ſaved. and enjoy the before 
note priviledges, muſt be bapti- 
zed, All thae will in an orgi- 
nary way poſſ:{: them (for ex> 
eraordinary providences are be- 
yond the reach of our debare) 
muſt be baptized : not only on 
the neceſſiry of a command from 
God,but the natuce of the Ordi- 
nance,being themeans appointed 
rightly conſtituted, and readily 
concluſive to ſuch an end : So 
that none nnbaptized, can on 
atiy proundexpett to enjoy, not 
may wartamably be admirred 
ro the ptiviledpges of a ſan&fiel 
and ſaved peopke of the Lord. 
3. Rule 


i #- I.) a a * a TT 


{ci 
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3. Rule. Some baptized, en- 
joy theſe priviledges of ſalvation, 
ſanttification, and the like, wiſi- 
bly and (ymbolically ; others, re- 
ally fincerely,ana ſavingly. Some 
ace ſeemingly ſaved and ſanQi- 
fied in the fight of men and e- 
ſteem of the Church : Theſe en- 
- | joy the outward Ordinance on- 
'Y ly, and that is the guide and 
2round of hnmane cenſure, and 
\ || the judgement of the Church : 
Hence the term Saint, Beleever, 
Diſciple, Brother, is in Scripture 
given, and muſt be by the 
Church yeilded to hypocrites ; 
yes, to viſible prophane perſons, 
but baptized: but others are ſin- 
cerely and ſavingly poſlefſed of 
theſe priviledges, not only in the 
judgement of the Church, but by 
the teftimonie of their own con- 
ſcience and ſpirit of adoption. 
*\ | Theſe enjoy not only the ont- 
| | L2z ward 
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ward ſipne, but allothe inward 
grace of Baptiſme ; have rot 
only the body waſh:d with pure 
water, but allo the heart iprit, k- 
led from an evil conſcience. 1 he 
outward Ocdinance and inv.ard 
Trace are ſometimes divi.'ed, ac- 
cording to the viſibie and invi. 
(ible miniſtration of the Cove. 
nant. Baptiſme is to all, the 
ſame in its nature, but not in its 
effeRs : itisin it ſelf efficacious 
ro all, but in ſome, not meeting 
with due capacity, acts of faith, 
to improve it, it becomis not 
effeftual. . Many baptized, and 
by the Church called buirs of 
Glorie, loſe their hopes, holineſs, 
and heaven it (elf ; not becauſe 
Baptiſme did, not ſeal it, and 
confer 2 ground or right, but 
becauſe the ſoul. ated not faith 
in the right unto the claim of 
what was conferred : None fo 
deſerved!y 
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d:ſervedly loſe their inheritance 
as thoſe who improve not their 
{ealed evidence to a due claim, 
Take heed lelt there be among 
you 4 prophane Eſau, heir of his. 
fathers bleſſing, who for a meſs 
of po'rage ſold hi birthright, Men 
in the Church contented with 
Creature-comforts, claim not 
the privilzdges of the Covenant 
conferred by th-ir Bxptiſme, and 
lo loſe their birth-righe, 

4 Rule. Tae ontWard privs- 
leages of Baptiſme enj:yed-vi/ibly 
and in the Judgemtnt of the 
( hurch, may be forfeited, and by 
the cevſures ff the { hurch taken 
aWay. - A brother may be made 
is a Pablicane and Heathes ; a 
member of Chriſts body may be 
cut off, and a ſervant of God 
may be delivered wnto Satan ; 
the Citizens of 7eryſalem may 
be dirfranchiſed : private perſans 

L 3 may 
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may not at pleaſure diſown bap. 
tized ſouls; but the publique 
cenſure of the Church, if un- 
worthy their received Baptiſae, - 
may diſcharge them Church 
communion, and diveſt them of 
ſalvation, ſanctification, intereſt 
in the Covenant, which clave non 
errant. the C hurch: not Erring 
is ratified in Heaven as well as in 
the Church v:iſt>le upon earth, 
5. Rule. Salvation, ſanttifira- 
tion, and the privnleages of the 
Covenant, may by Baptiſme be 
eonferred on them who are nat 
ſenſible of the Ordinance, or in a 
preſent capacity ofs uſing them, 
Right may be formally confer- 
red, where it is not preſently 
ated, The King may be crown» 
ed in the cradle, the crown be 
ſet on his head, as a token of 
right, before his hand can hold 
the Scepter, Preſent A 
0 
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ofuſe is no barre to the laying 
the foundation of a future 
claim. Many men at years,muſt 
rev. ew the Decrees concerning 
thur eſtates, which were ſealed 
in Infancie. Iufants may have 
their Baptiſme as ſoon as born, 
whereby they mult claim the 
Covenant, when they come to 
years of capacity. 

6. Rule. The baptized, nt 
arguing joy and duty from their 
Baptiſme, dee finne againſt tho 
nature of the Ordinance : and 
either diſown its inflitution to 
that end, or deny its eficacie 
therennto, and diſcſteem its ſpe- 
cialty,as related to the Covenant 
and people of God. Therefore 
deliver we our ſelves from (in, 
and let us carefnlly improve our 
Baptiſme , as the qualification 
that firs us for a confidence in 
2pproackto God. = 

L 4 The 
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The foarth exhortation, is to 
Parents, Chriltian Parents. 1h 
ardent care and affcition, preſent 
your Infants unto Baptiſme, and 
inſtru't them in their 6aptiſmal 
priviledge. Your children »ay, 
nay m1##, by your care, come 
nigh to God. Lee them then be 
conſecrated ; they are, as your 
natural i{luz, an holy ſeed begot- 
cen to the Lord : Holy in the 
eſteem of the Church, and ex- 
tent. of the Covenant ; partakers 
of the fatneſs of the Olives; 
Heirs ofthe promiſe of Remiſſi- 
on and Salvation ; Children of 
the Covenant ; bearing Chrilt 
his Name, as his Diſciples to be 
received, not offended, as we 
have before proved. And (hall 
not they come nigh to God, en- 
ter into his SanRuary, be joyned 
to the aſſemblies of his people? 
Hata not Chrilt faid to the re- 

bukers 
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bukers of ſnch approach, Syffer . 
little children to come unto me, 
and for bid them not, for ſuch are 
ef the: kingdome of heaven, and 
capable of my bleſſing ? and 
(hall not then Infants be admit- 
ted members of Chrilt his bo-« 
dy, and have the ſeal of the Co» 
venant ſet in their fleſh, and ho- 
lineſs ftamped on them ? Shall 
they not be conſecrated to the 
Lord : hath not the Lord ap- 
point2d the ſame ſanRifying 
()rdinance to root and bran- 
ches ; and will you not with 
care and affeRion purſue it Þ 
Shall God give your children 
Covenant interelt, and fhall not 
your paternal care provide for 
the confirmation of it, by the 


n- | ſeal of which they are capable? 
d | Would you not- affectionately 
;2 | contend for their intereſt in a 
e- | »orlaljeltate ; neglect it notin 


Ls an 
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an heavenly : but when God 
gives you children, be carefull 
with all convenient {paed,to give 
them back again to God : When 
you kave brought forth heirs of 
the Covenant, with due reve- 
rence bring them to Gods 
Church, to be inrolled, and have 
their interelt ſealed by Baptifme. 
Provake aot God to meet with 
you, 26 With Aſoſes , for your 
neglca of ſanRifying your lecd 
by his boly Ordinances. Let not 
| your children have cauſe to 
curſcandcomplain of your neg- 
let of their bzptiſme. Leer not 
your affction to your Infants 
baptiſme be cooked, or care for 
it be checked by the fookſh ex- 
ceptions of their adverſaries, 
whilelt you ſee their jatexelt is 
cleer. What if it be obz-Red, 
that all the arguments for theit 
Baptiſme is by way of —_— 
al 
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ang conſequence : Is not Scrip- 
tre conſequence Gods word, 
binding conſcience, produced by 
our Sxviour as 2 ground of faith, 
to prove the Reſurrection and 
his own ſufferings ? Is it a ſuf- 
ficient warrant of womens re- 
ceiving the Lords Supper, and 
will it not prove Infants righe - 
to Baptiſme? and dire&t the 
{ubjeRts to whom a ſacred Ordi- 
nance muſt be applied? I have - 
before evidenced Infants right : 
to Baptiſme, and given ſuffici- - 
ent.anſwer to the objections ur- 
ged apainſt it : I would now en- 
gageyou Parents to make con» 
ſcience of your duty to baptize - 
your children. Contra&t not on 
your ſelves the guilt of the 1a- 
criledge before noted ; and the. - 
more to encourage you hereun- 
to, let me (hew you ſome of : 
thoſe many advantages that at- 
tend. ; 
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tend the infant ſeaſon of Baptiſm, 
wherein it is to be preferred be- 
fore baptiſme at grown years, 
Reverend Mr. Forde, in his pra- 
Aicall uſe of Infant-Baptiſme, 
hath very aff-Rionately enfor- 
ced this argument, and ſhewed 
many benefi:s. 1 refer you ſc- 
riouſly to read them : And for 
your preſent help, let me wiſh 
you to conſider, that Infant 
Baptiſme confers on us thele ſe. 
veral priviledges, which adule 
Baptiſme leaves us without, 

1. Infant Bapitiſme expreſ- 


ſeth/ſingfnature. 
2. Explaineth the benefit of 


Relation, and the method of the 
Covenant, and eminently dig- 


nifyeth the children of ſuch: pa- 


rents. B 
3. Enlargeth andeſtabliſheth } g 
de 


the Church. 
4. Exciteth Repentance. 
5. Enforceth 
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5. Enforceth Faith, 

6. Engageth duty. 

7. Encourageth under death, 

None of theſe doe lo naturally 
flow from the baptiſme of tmen 
of grown yeeres, as wee (hall 
plainly fee by a particular conti- 
deration of them. 

The firlt benehe by Infant- 
Baptiſme is, That it expreſſerh 
the ſin of natkre, and engageth a- 
gairſt itt: Bapriſme doth it ſelf 
declare finne to bee defiling, but 
the /þreading propertie thereof is 
evidenced by [nfant- Baptiſme. 
They are Wa/9:4,muſt needs wit. 
neſs they are wnc/eaxe ,; but their 
early Baptiſme, muſt needs note 
their uncleanneſle is in their na- 
ture,not in their perſons; for poor 
Babes, they have acted neyther 
200d nor evil]; That Babes muſt 
beare the paine of Circumciſion 
beſpeaks a foreskin vpon their 

heart, 
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heart,that makes them prophane 
to Go. The Baptiſme of men at 
yeeres, doth mdeed minde them 
that they are filthy, but that is 2 
filthivefs of their perſon, eviders 
Cing that they having committed 
many :Rtualcorruptions,that ap- 
pears to them : but that they are 
tranſpreflors from the womb, 
conceived in tn, and brought 
forth in inquiry, of a prophane 
{ump, and polluted in their very 
being ; it no way at ail convin- 
ceth, no, that is the language of 
the baptized before aRuall ſin, 
The baptiſme and burial of our 
babes, hath ever been in the 
Chnich of God 1,two unanſwer- 
ablc arguments "22ainlt the Pe. 
lhagian fancie, that children have 
noimb-ed corruption, bur fin by 
imitation ; If we give away the 
firkt, 4c 1+ jult God ſhould cake 


away the ſecond, by giving us 
barren 
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barren wombs. Infants Bap-. 
tiime was urged by Aſtin 2- 


eainlt Pelagizer, to the puzling 


of him in his denyal of original 
{nne : yet henever denyed them 
to bebaptizd, which bad been 
a ready anſwer ; nor was he ever 
able ro withſtand the conſe- 
quence : For & baptized before 
polluted in perſon, they mutt 
needs be unclean in nz! ure ; be- 
fore x&ual ſin paſs from them, 
original fin mult necds be upon 
them, before they are capable 
of ary imitation, then they muſt 
needs be the ſubjects of imbred 
corruptzon:For Baptiſm cannot 
be depyed ro brodsOrdinance 
of Remiion and Regenerati- 
on ; and farther, this evidences 
of hereditarie fin muſt needs en- 
gape bereditaree enmity, and fo 
nreconcileable hatred, much 
more wolent and implacable, 

than 
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hzart,that makes them prophane 
to Go. The Baptiſme of men at 
yeeres, doth andeed minde them 
chat they are filchy, but that is 2 
filthivefs of their perſon, eviden= 
Cing that they having committed 
many :ualcorruptions,that ap 
pears to them : but that they are 
tranigreflors from the womb, 
conceived in ftn, and brought 
forth in inquiry, of a prophane 
{ump, and polluted 1a their very 
being ; it no way at ail convin- 
cecth, no, that is the language of 
the baptiz:d before aftuall fan, 
The baptiſme and burial of our 
babes, hath ever been in the 
Church of God 1,cwo unanſwer- 
abjc arguments " 22ainlt che Pe- 
lhagian fancie, that childrex have 
noimb-ed corruption, bur fin by 
imi:iation ; If we give away the 
fit, 4c 1+ jult God ſhould rake 
away the ſecond, by giving us 
barren 
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barren wombs. Infants Bap-. 
tiime was urged by Azftin 2- 
eainlt Pelagizr, to the pugling 
of him in his denyal of original 
{nne : yet he never denyed them 
to bebaptiz:d, which bad been 
a ready anſwer ; nor was he ever 
able xo withſtand the conſe- 
quence : For & baptized before 
polluted in perfon , they mutt 
needs be unclean in nz! ure ; be- 
fore aRual ſin pals from them, 
original fin mult necds be upon 
them, before they are capable 
of avy imitation, then they muſt 
needs be the ſubjects of imbred 
corruption: For Baptiſm cannot 
be depyed ro brGodsOrdinance 
of Remiſion and Regenerati- 
on ; and farther, this evidence 
of hereditarie fin muſt needs en- 
gape bereditaree enmity, and fo 
nreconcileable hatred, much 
more wolent and \mplacable, 

than 
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than that which is perſonal, be- 
ing inforced by. the antiquity of 
the quarrel : it runs in a blood, 
and; -paſleth from parents to 
children. I have obſerved a preat 
aptitude in the enemies of In- 
fants Baptiſme, to embrace the 
Arminian fancies, and deny all 
original ſinne {$ And it is no 
marvel, whilelt their principles 
are {o reer of kin; one Error 
will eaſily tagender another, As 
ever you will make viſible the 
lin of nature, baptize your 
babes before they be ſtained with 
actual guilt, 

The 1i:cond Bznefit of Infant 
Bapriſme is, That it explaineth 
the brnefit of Relation and the 
method of tranſmitting the ( ove- 
nant of Grace. Baptiime, as a ſeal 
| of the Covenant, (heweth in- 
| terelt in the Covenant, and the 
| henefit of perſonal] qualificati- 
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on, that fies for it ; but i: is the 
Infanc ſeaſon, thac {h. weth that 
God hath wiſely ordered Grace 
to run in natures channel, and 
parental relation, under ſich a 
qualification Ag belceving, 00 EN». 
gender a propriety to Bzpti'me. 
He that facſt receives the Patent 
of honour.can diſcern no bene- 
fic of relation, ſave what is fu. 
ture ; but if his Patcne be only 
perſonal, he ſeeth none at all ; 
buc hereditarie honours are de. 
monſtrations of relation and its 
advantage ; hereby a man knows 
what his benefit is, in being the 
thilde of a Baron or Earle, rather 
than of a common Knight or 
Gentleman. Baptiſme applied to 
men of years, doth indeed de- 
monſtrate a Covenant of Grace 
eranted on good behaviour, un- 
to every individual perſon ; but 
wholly obliteratggh the /eeds in- 

tereft 
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terelt and extent of the Cove- 
nantunto natural 1(ſue,in order 
to their good behaviour. It de- 
clareth expr:\ly, that as to the 
ſpecialtie of Gods Grace, rela 
tion to beleeving Parents , # m 
priviledge: As good be the childe 
of Ammon, us of Abraham ; of 1 
Pagan, as a Chriſtian : whichis 
cleerly contrarie to the tennre 
of the Covenant, 7 wil be thy 
God, and the God of thy ſeed : Thi 
promiſe i to you and your 
children : 2nd the ground of ap 
plying the initiating ſea), is relsſ! 
tion to ſuch Parents. Therefore} 
every man-child at eight daye}© 
old, ſhall be circumciſed , that T 

0! 


thereby ic may appear, the ordeJ* 
of my Covenant is, to Parents] 
belceving and their ſeed, andjſ6 
the benefit of rclation to ſucly® 
Children, ſhall be, that / wi 6g 
their Goa, Relation to the Oliveſe* 
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| Þ is the reaſon of the branches fat- 
, nels: The Jews relation to their 
_ | pious progenitois, is the only 
+ | [<maining hope of their conver- 
hon, They are beloved of God, ac- 
4 cording to eleftion, for. the fathers 
le ſake, Rem, 11. 28, It we will 
-q | Paintain the knowledge of re- 
i; | Jative advantages in the Cove- 
re | Pant of Grace, carefully baptize 
ly | VE our Babes in their infaggie, 
1, | 5 the plaineft comment there- 
«| 22: ſo when they (hall conſider 
2p themſelves to have been ſealed 
1a 180d fanftified to God, before 
ore ihty had in themſelves the leaſt 
Lye of perſonal qualification , they 
hath ill bleſs God for the Covenant 
-dec$9f their fathers, and the extent 
-nts|9f it eo the ſeed of belcevers,and 
and{fiving them to be born of ſuch 
Gach[FYorites to heaven. The great 
i4 Þpficrtors of the Buptiſme of 
\;veherown perſons, to defend thcir 

notion, 
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notion, doe in the miniſtration 
of Grace, daiken all relztionM: 
and di:franchite all Polterity, in 
terpreting the cleer texe of 
Scripture, The promiſe ts to y 
and yorr children, by a perſonilf 
q 1alification, when God ſh.2/l cali 
thrm ; 2s if the Holy Gho!t hi 
ſpoxen nonfence, and uſed 
term of relation in vain, and toffi 
ro purpole : But certainly wher 
God eltabl.thed a Covenant 0 
Grace, hz did not invert nature 
courſe, but provided relation to 
derive the priviledges thereof in 
his Church, as well as other ad- 
vantapges inthe world ; nor didfif 
he in the lealt, intend Religion 
ro be an abridgement of parets 
tal right, and power of dedict- 
tion of their ſeed to the ſervice i 
of their God, as well as defigns- I 
tion to any worldly trade : and 


therefore he appointed ſeal f 
ls 
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is Covenant and facred Bond 
Ko his own ſ:rvice, whereby ſub- 
in:&&ts mcerly paſſive (as was be- 
Wore noted )might be at the plea- 
nre of Parents to him preſent- 
d. And hereof Infant- Bap- 
i[ſme, is the only viſible evidence 
n the whole world : Root and 
dranches, Parents and Children, 
are alwaies homogeneal : Na- 
ure makes all relations to be of 
he fame kinde ; and Grace, not 
nverting Natures order, will 
uve the children, by the dignity 
aſacred Ordinance, to be de- 
lared of the holy kinde, with their 
Parents; and by this religious 
adpe of Baptiſme, be diſtingui- 
ted from other Children of 
urks, Jews, and Pagans, who 
like their Parents, remain pro«= 
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2+ phane and eſtranged unto God. 
nd JAnd thus Infant- Baptiſme,doth 


of tot only evidence relation and 
bl . its 
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its benefir, the method and or- 


der of the Covenant ro wen 
within, but alſe to men without 
the Church, that it may be to 
them an encouragement, to lay 
hold on the Covenant of God, ll 
for that they doe not only pro- 
vide for their own perſonal {| 
term, but ſee Grace alſo extend-( 
ed to their iſſue, on the very 
ground of rejation natural unto 
them, ander a Chriſtian qualj- | 
fication, And this is eſpecially} 
profitable tothe Jew,whohaving 
had the Covenant of God to 
themſelves and ſeed natura), u k 
their ſeed, and chat witneſfled byF; 
the initiating ſeal of Circumd}; 
fion, fer in the fleſh of thai 
children, malt needs Rumble ut c 
the new Covenant, if it exclude 
their ifſue, as hath been before” 
noted : So that the Infant- Bal? 
tiſme, ſo cleerly witaeffiog t 

| order 
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order of the Covenant and be- 
nefie of relation to beleeving 
Parents, to the comfort of men 
within the Church, and encou- 
ngement of men without the 
Church, it mult needs be more 
profitable than the Baptiſm at 
grown years, which curtails the 
Covenant, cuts off Poſterity, 
catts out of the Church, all rela- 
tion natural, and maketh all mi- 
niſtrations of Grace to be meer- 
ly perſonal. 

The third benehie of Infant 
Baptiſme is, That it en/argerh 
the bounds, and eſtabliſh:th the 
ting of the Church of God ; but 
the baptiſme of grown men 
hee th much confine the borders, 
. (nd hazard the being of the 
Ile -vrch. Infant Baptiſme doch 
fon "large the Church by the 

Jipreading of it through whole 
families, Countries and Nati- 
tions ; 
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ons ; perſons arc private and 
pz -rith' ng. but poiterity 1+ pub. 
Iique and flouriſhing ; holy 
ſeede 1s the Churches nurſerie, 
whilelt grown: trecs are fading ; 
Limbs are the increaſe of Chiilts 
Fold, when old- ſheep are fey 
and dying, and ſucceſſion is th: 
ſureſt title and ſtrongeſt ground} 
of clzime : when from pgenera- 
tion to generation the Church) 
of God is continned in a con-ſ, 
[tant Race, from Father to Son, ſy 
ie is much eſtabliſhed 2P4inſ . 
helliſh oppoſition. Nature hatly, 
made all living Creatures ſem 1 
all that they might multiph}j;, 
and continue : the courſe of 
providence is the ſame to th M 
Church that ic is to the World: hy 
certainly the only wiſe God we wi 
knew the beſt way 'to enlarge " 
and eſtabliſh his owne kingdom, 
upon Earth; and hee, cho f | 
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hee fonnded his Church in an 
old ſtock, yet orde1'd the ſpread- 
ing of it by naturall branches, 
1nd preſervation of it by poſte- 
if ritie ; The method of God 
muſt needs bee the ſame in the 
maintenance of his Church un= 
der the new , as it was under the. 
old Teſtament, 2nd hee thac 
takes up his Church from one 
Nation, on deſigne to extend it 
through all the nations of the 
World, would never plant it 
only in perſonall p-riſhing 
"Jolants, but provide for their 
ſcattering an holy-ſeede for its 
increaſe and® ſucceſſion, The 
promiſe of the Churches increaſe 
"Jin Goſpell times, is noted to be 
by Children; the promiſe is e- 
"Iipreſſe, 1 will Lift up my Stan- 
dard to the Gentiles, and they 
ball bring thy ſonnes in their 
fermes, and thy daughters on their 
| M ſhoulders, 
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ſhoulders, 1ſa. 49. 22. Our 
own obſervation mult n:+d; 
witneſſe the bounds of the 
Chn:ch is much enlirged by 1s. 
fant Baptiſme ; more are iog1- 
]ed to God by an carly incor- 
poration to his Church, then 
their owne perſonall choice, for 
where wee ſee one man take up 
Chriſtianity ſo much as to the 
profeſſion of it, on terms of 
choyce, wee ſee hundreds enga- 
ed therein by parental profeſli. 
on, and baptiſmall obligation 
in their infancy ; if an eſlay here- 
of were made in America, how 
ſmall would bee the numbec of 
them that ſhould own God and 
Chriſt, by being: baptized: in 
grown yeeres, and how nume 
rous would'they bee, by z.time« 
ly dedication to: God, andin- 
corporation. to the Church: by 
Infant Baptiſme And: _ 
ow 
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how many generations,each after 
other, hath ſucceeded in the 
Churches of God in our Nati- 
on; but how ſoon willthey be ex- 
tin&,this Occhard be overſpread 
with the weeds of Atheiſme and 
Heatheniſme, if Anabaptiſts Px- 
rents doe proceede to breake off 
their branches from the Olive, 
and the line of the Covenant 
from their Polteritie ? 

The fourth benefit of Infant 
Byptiſme, /c exciteth Repentance. 
Baptiſme in it ſclfe is hereunto 
an argument, but it is more en- 
forced from the ſeaſon of infan- 
cy than grown 3g2; humiliati- 
ation for paſt guilt, and furure 
caution againl(t fin are much en- 
forced by the ſeaſon of our Bape 
tiſme, and that by pointing out 
unto us the #nclination of our na- 
twre, and the kindneſſe of our 
Gia, both which, meetiog with 

Mz | an 
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an ingenuous ſpirit, are vcry 
moving and melting corſi tera 
tions ; That wee are waſhed in 
water, doth witnefle wee are un. 
Cleane ; but in that we are wth. 
ed in this Infant ſeaſon , before 
ſtained with the leaft aCtuzl ſin 
and perſonal corruption , mult 
needs witneſs, that 5 he day of 
our nativity our father was an 
Amorite, our mother an Hite; 
We Were polluted in our blood, our 
navel not cut ; we were not waſh: 
ed, nor ſalted; no eJe pitiid mm, 
but we were caſt out to the loath. 
ng of our perſons. Tf Baptiſm be 
an Ocdinance of Remiſſton and 
Regeneration, it muſt needs re- 
member jts infant ſubje&s, that 
in their nature there is gxi/e t0 
be bewailed and pardoned, « 
foreckin to be violently cut off; 
a pravity unto evil, to be {lain 

an old man, to be crucified with 
Chrilt; 
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Chriſt; a corrupt natnre, to be 
watched againſt with all care 
and caution, and that not ac- 
quired by any perſonal alt or cu- 
ſtome of our own, as Baptilme at 
aze imports; but (the more cut. 
ting it is to conſider) it is 9mbred 
innature, heredftarie to our be- 
ing. & therefore will more eaſily 
1& in us, more cloſely adhere to 


e:Þ us, and doth call for more care 


to keep it under : true repen- 
*Ftance alwayes refleSts on the 
root of (in, in imiqnity was I cone 
ceived, and in ſin did my mother 
bring me forth, is the ficlt com- 
plaint of penlive D2vid, and 


ce} hereunto Infant- Baprtiſme doth 


plainly point us. 

This ſeaſon. of our Baptiſme, 
doth not only acquaint us with 
Your own vile nature, but alſo 
of: it 4 With Gods kindneſs, that 
wil melt the ingenuons foul in- 

M 3 to 
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to mourning and much care, not 
to offend ; for the ſeaſon of our 
Baptiſme doth ſhew vs Gods /ove 
t0 44, As he was the God of our 
fathers and the God of or 
youth, and both of them are cx- 
ceeding 2g2ravations of puilt, 
God often doth charge the fin 
of 1/r-azl under the notion of 
forſaking the God of their fathers, 
and the pious in Scripture, did 
much enforce their humiliation, 
by the kindneſſes God did ſhew 
their fathers : And if we con- 
fider our ſelves ſealed in infan- 
cie by Baptiſme, we muſt needs 
ſee God was the God of out 
fathers, and ſtruck Covenant 
with them, and was unto them 
oracions, otherwiſe we could 
not have been owned, as begot- 
ten to the Lord, and to be bag» 
tized ; and cherefore the fins we 
commit, is againſt our fathers, 

friend, 
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friend, and God ; nay they are 
222inſt the Ged of owr youth, that 
ewned ws in the day of our nati- 
vity, and in the loathing of our 
perſons, and ſaid unto us, Live; 
that took us as his own, {ware 
unto us, and entred-into Cove- 
nant with us in our very cradle, 
when we could not choofe for - 
our ſelves, and ſet the ſeale of his 
Covenant in our fleſh, and pla» 
ced us on the knees of his 
Church, brought us up at his 
own cofts, and nouriſhed as dy. 
his Ordinances, and hath beef 
our God all our dayes, Oh! 
what aggravations of (inne doth 
this kindneſs of God afford? 
How may. the Minilters of God 
ſpeak bitter things againſt them 
thac daily break the Covenant of 
their youth, and deal unfaithful. 
ly with the God of theit fathers? 
Me thinks. 1 ſhould heare ſore 
M4 penhve 
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penſive ſoul fitting on its ſtool 
of repentance, thns ſoakirg its 
hard heart in its Infant-bap- 
tiſme, by ſuch ſerions contem- 
plations as theie. * / am bapti. 
* zed:then ſurely anclean gujit is 
© on my foul;the body of cortup- 
*tion poſſcfieth me ; if I. be.not 
* pardoned, 1 periſh : If this old 
* man be not buried With Chriſt 
*in Baptiſme, I am undone. 
* Muſt not the water of my bap. 
* tiſme, ſet the pump of my dry 
heart on running tears of 
*contrition for this defiled e- 
* ſtate of my perſon : of my per- 
* ſon ; that is not all ; I was bap- 
© tiz.ed in infancie, before I was 
© in the leaſt capable of Raining 
* my perſon. Oh wretched man 
* my very nature is defiled ; how 
*can I dream of drawing nigh 
*to God, that am the pudlcd 
* ſtream of a polluted fountain? 

* Sinne 
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*Cinne is my natural temper, 
* and guilt the very image of my 
* father : 1n imiquity 4 was cone 
' ceived, and in ſinne brought 
* forth, how ſhall I be purged 
'from this natural blemiſh, or 
"with(tand this imbred corrup- 
'tion ? How. am I neceſſitated 
'to live in finne, for that it is 
' naturalized to my very being ? 
* How eaſily muſt I needs be 
' drawn to finfull a&ion, whoſe 
' very nature is ſinful corrypts« 
* on ? If ever I obtain pardon 
*for, or power over my ſinne, it 
* muſt needs be an aR of eſpecial 
* Grace, the benefit of a pecu- 
'liar Covenant : Sure I am, I 
'can never ſufficienly . lament 
' this (ad eſtate. of my nature. 
'Many are the fiofull aRions 
' which daily flow from this bit - 
'ter root, and they fink my ſoul 
'iggo the depth of ſorrows, 

M5 * when 
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* when I ſerioufly conſider my 
* ſelf baptized : For hereby I 
* ſee God, the God of my fa- 
* thers, and the God of my 
« youth, to have been the obje 
* of my offences,againſt thee,thee 
* only have 1 offenaed ; thee, the 
* God of my father, to whom 
© thon ſhewedft favour, and 
* called him our of darkneſs into 
* thy marvellous light, with 
© whom thou didſt eltabliſh thy 
* Covenant of Grace, and didſt 
* extend it to his ſeed; and 
* madeſt me, miſcravle me, par- 
* takers of it,and ſo becameſt wy 
* God from my very being ; thon 
* ſawelt me inthe day of my na- 
* tivity ; when I lay in my blood 
*jin the loathing of my perſon, 
* thy eye pitied me, thou ſaid'ſt 
*unto me, Live ; thou ſpakeſi 
* kindly unto me, (wareſt to me, 
<and entred'ſt into _— 
© Wil 
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* with me, and madeſt me thine 
* own; layedit me in the lap of 
*thy Church, nouriſh:dſt me by 
thine Ordinances : Thou by 
* timely engaging me to thy ſelf, 
' d1d'ſt prevent my wicked choice 
"3nd Satan his malicious pur- 
* poſe of poſleſImg me as a val- 
*{:] of his kingdome ; all my 
* dayts thou haſt done me good, 
' yet Wretched 1, have finned a- 
' 8240{t ſuch a God : wngratefull y 
* [, have been ready to forlake 
'thee my God, and my fathers 
* God, and have dealt faiſly in 
'thy Coveuant. It might be juſt 
* with thee, to deal with me as 
* I have dealt With thee, when 7 : 
' deſpiſed the oath in breaking the 
' Covenant ;. but in thy mercy, 
'Lord, I pray thee, Remember - 
' thy Covenant thou- mad: ſt rome © 
*inthe dayes of my yonih, and @- 
'abliſh ic for an. everlaſting - 
*Coves 
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* Covenant, that 7 may know the 
* Lord, that I may remember 
* and be aſhamed, and never 0- 
* pen my mouth any more, be. 
* cauſe of my (ſhame, when thoy 
* art pacified towards me, for all 
* that I have done apainſt the 
*God of my father, and the 
* God of my youth : Now will 
* T live in loyalty to ſo good a 
* God, if thou wilt give meto 
* be ſanRtified by the blood of 
* ſprinkling, and my old man to 
© be crucified by Biptiſme, which 
* by thy Grace ſhall be the awe 
* of my ſoul and anſwer of my 
*heart unto every temptation 
* to fin apairſt thee. 

This benefit cannot be effe- 
ed by adult Bap:iſme, which af- 
fords no ſuch matter of medt- 
tation,apprehending the diſpen- 
ſations of God to be only per- 
ſonal, and therefore to be 
perſonally 
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perſonally improved. 

The fifth Benefit of Infant- 
Baptiſme is, that it ex/orcerh 
faith towards God, Baptilme, as 
2 ſeal of the promiſe, pledge of 
love, and ſanRifying O.dinance 
of God, is a ground of faith 
pleadable in prayer by all its ſub» 
jets, bur recciveth not alittle 
force from the ſcaſon of its ap= 
plication in infancie ; whileſt it 
ſelf witnefſeth the Covenant it 
ſeals, the ſeaſon of its uſe wit- 
neſſeth the extent of the Cove= . 
nant to beleevers ard their leed, 
and creates 2 ground, on which 
to claim protection, as well by 
early ſeizure,as covenant proprie- 
tie,not to note how all the Gra. 
ces of- God, in order to falvati- 
on and good things of this life, 
even all things pertaining to we 
and godlineſs, are aſſured to the 


ſoul by Baptiſme, as the ſeal of 
ne 
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the Covenant, The Parent can 
with faith thus plead from the 
ſeaſon. *Lord, my childe is 
* thine in Covenant, to thee be. 
* potten,to thee dedicated, by thy 


© ſeal on his fleſh: Oh ! wilt thin 
*0wn him : Remember him ; 
* rakecare of him; eſtabliſh thy 
© Covenant with him; let all 
' the graces of thy promile be 
* performed to him ; let not Sa- 
* ran ſ{ednce him from thy fer- 
* vice,to which he is ſo ſoon ſeal- 
'*ed. How much doe I owe to 
© thee, that makeſt Grace to run 
* through Natures channel, wy 
« loins > Lord, let him in time 
* know, and have faith to claim 
* his intereſt: keep him from the 
* property of prophane Eſag, 
© that he deſpiſe not his bjzth- 


* right in thy Covenant, which. 


* thou haſt ſealed to him in the 
* ht of thy people, by his bap» 


*LUilme., 
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'tiſme. And as the Parent ſo 
the perſon baptized, aRing faith 
in the Ordinance, doth thus en- 
force it from his Infant ſeaſon 
of enjoyment ofir. *Godisa 
* pracious God, in calling my 
' parents;he had reſpe& anto my 
© 200d, before I had a being ; he 
* oraciouſly eſtabliſhed w'h them 
a Covenant, which he extended 
*to their feed ; I no ſooner 
* ſprang from the womb, but he 
* owned me as his own, and cal- 
' led me by his name, and ſet the 
* ſeal of his Covenant in my 
© fleſh : as ſtucicus ro foreſtall 
* the choice of my corrupt will 
* (which would never have choſen 
* him) he challenged me, and 
* cauſed me to be dedicated to 
© his ſervice, as ſeafivle of Satans 
* malice; he made 3ncarly ſei- 
*zure of me, and ft his mark 
* upon me, and before there was 

*in 


256 TheYertneand 


* in me the lcalt of aR or quali- 
* fication ; . he ſantifed me to 
* himſelf by the waſhing of wa. 
*ter. What ever doubts may 
* deter me, I will now draw 
* nigh unto him, and depend up- 
*0n him; for he that was ſo 
* ſo0N gractous in extending 2nd 
© ſealing to me the Covenant, 
* will faithfully perform it : My 
* condemnation wi!l bs mot 
* jalt, if T, having tuch grounds 
* of faith, ſhould be cut off by 
* reaſon of unbelicf : now I will 
* walk. before, and wait upon 
* him ; for he will not now for- 
* ſake me. or ſuffer Satan to re- 
© poſſeſs me, and take me out of 
* his houle and family. 

, The ſixth Benefit of Infant- 
Bapriſme is, That ir engageth 
more to auty, than adult Bap- 
tiſme. Herein it is of uſe to the 
Parent and baptized child, How 

| much 
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much of argument doth Infant. 
Baptiſme preſs upon the. Parent, 
to the due inſtruction and edu- 
cation of his baptized child Not 
to ſpeak any thing of the benetir 
of catechiſing itie.f, the Parent 
hath reaſon to refl. the Bap- 
tiſme of his child in its infant 
eſtace, to convince him, * That if 
* God hath been ſo gracious to 
* extend a Covenant of Salvati- 
*on to his ſeed ; he muſt have fo 
* much grace as to make them 
' know Gods goodneſs, and un- 
' derſtand the extent of the Co- 
*yenant : If God hath canſed 
'their loins to convey+grace as 
' well xs finne, their care mult be 
that the grace of God be not 
'received in vain, The childs ig- 
'norance of intereſt in con- 


s ' ceded honours and priviledges, 
8 F'isthe baſeneſs of education,and 
w {blot of natural affeRion : If by 


© their 
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* their Parental power they have 
© dedicared them to Father, Son, 
* and holy Ghoſt, it is their pan 
*to make them know to what 
© they are devoted. And as | 
bindes the Parents to the duty 
of education, ſo the child ro 
careful! obſervation: Early adop- 


tion is the greateſt argument of | 


filial obſervation that can beth? 


Child taken off the Stall, is more 


bound to the will of Parents, 
than the man at years adopted to 
inkerie, the one is the obje&t of 
more pitie, ſubje& of moreicare, 
coſt and charge, but of leſſe ſer- 
vice and obedience ; therefore 
bound more to duty than the 0- 
ther. Infant-Baptiſm giveth cauſe 
to ſing with Iſrael, He is our God 
and our fathers God, Wwe will exalt 
him, Exod. 15.2.and wich David 
T am thy ſervant, the ſon of thy 
hndmaid ; I Will offer Jay 
a 
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and call upon thy name, Pſal.116. 
16.17, We myu't not think as 
heirs of dignity to wear Gods 
livery in oar cradles, but muſt 
know, it makes us alſo heirs of 
duty, to yceld loyalty to him all 
our dayes. Parental dedication 
to God, layeth on us ihe duty of 
obſervation : Sha!l Parents pro- 
claim dayes of parim tobe ob- 
ſerved inall generations,and po- 
ſterity dare to pretermit them ? 
Whether we conſider Gods-pi- 
tie or our Parents power ſpark- 
ling in our Infant- Bapriſm,both 
impoſe on us duty; & the nature 
ofour Baptiſm(theeffeR of both) 
binds us to fight at Gods com- 
mand under Chriſt his Banner a- 
painſt every iniquity and vice, to 
the diſcharge of every duty of 
vid Religion ; but neither faith nor 
thy obedience can be ſo enforced by 
the Baptiſme of grown perſons, 
which 
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which deny relations natn-al to 
be of any nſe in things of Salvs- 
tion,and doth greatly darken the 
method and order of the Cove- 
nant of Grace and Salvation. 
The ſeventh and laſt Benchit of 
I"fant- Biprifme is, That it ev- 
courageth under death; and that 
either the Ch /d or Parents. We 
rexd in primitive times of Infant 
Martyrs, certainly they were 
thereunto prevared by a know- 
ledge of their intereſt 19 the Co- 
venant. In vain ſhould the miſe- 
rabl: mother encourage the 
ſcourged thirſty chi!d,to remems- 
ber the cup of which Iſaac drank, 
and patiently to bear its preſent 
torments, for that it ſhould bt 
| ſhortly croWned With eternal plory, 
{ if the child ateipht years of age 
| had not underſtood the Cove- 


'n its baptiſme, Our Anabaprilts 
will 
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will never afford us babie Mar- 
tirs, that will not allow us babie 
{briſtians. And as for Parents, if 
their childrens intereſt in the Co- 
venant and right to Baptiſme,doe 
not ſupport them under the death 
of their babes, I (a parent ofdead 
children) doe demand, what can? 
That they are by nature children of 
wrath, muſt noc be denyed ; thar 
they fail into a limbus [nfan- 
tm, muſt be cenyed by all that 
abhor Poperie:that they are ſaved 
there remainsno hope, whileſt we 
ſterhem out of the Ark of ſalva- 
tion. What unuſual way the Ana- 
baptiſts run upon for their own 
comfort, they have not yet decla- 
red, nor will Scripture warrant a- 
ny, Were it not for Infantsimereſt 
in che Covenant, ſealed in their 
Baptiſm, I ſhould mourn over my 
dead childrenzas without hope. 
You ſee now, that there is not 
oniy warrant in Scripture for the 
Baptiſme of your Infavts , but 
there is much of profit by ir. 
will \Vhileſt others are beating the 
countrovelic, 
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controverſie, doe you ſtudy the 
praQRice of Infamt-Baptiſme. Let 
not ſ:ducers beguile your ſimple 
ſouls, by pretending Intant- Ba 

tiſme is #rlawfulh, becauſe wr 
full + Bur ſeeing there 1s ſo much 
profic in the Ordinance, and ſo 
much in the ſeaſon of its applica- 
tion,prize it, purſue it,and preſerve 
it cothe Church : Ler your chil- 
dren be baptized in their Infancie, 
and catechiſed according to their 
growing capacitie, that through 
i2norance they may not throw a- 
way thei: birth-right,but may du- 
y know the duty and dignity 
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creof. and demean themſelves as I 


baptized ſouls. 

he fifth and laſt exhortation is 
to Chuch-gathering faints, To 
admit the baptiz.ed imto the approa- 
ches to:God, in the affemblies of his 
people. Make no bar of diviſion to 
{uch as wexie the badze of union. 
If Baptiſme doe” incorporate into 
the Church, and conſecrate unto 
God, why doe you deny the rela- 
tion of the baptized; or their = 


264 ThePertueand, ec. 


deny not their intereſt : drive them 
not trom God: make it not your de- 
fiene to paganize the Chiiſtians a» 
mon2 whom you dwel, that ſome 
few of them nay be brought into 
your Church-way. Weigh well the 
nature of Bapriſmyif it do not charze 
your way with wickedneſs, | know 
nothow to judee. If Baptiſm rightly 
apprehended, be not the engine to 
batter !ndepencencie, 1 dare re- 
nounce my skil in militaries, Let 
not God fay, draw neer in fullaſſu- 
tance, having your bodics waſhed 
with pure water; and you ſay to 
your baptized Brethren, (tand thou 
further from mc, [ am holierchan I. 
COU. 
Thus then I have noted ro you 
the nature of Baptiſme,the outward 
Ordinance, and the duties that low 
from its conſecrating nature ; which 
rightly underſtood, will convince 
much error, and corre many fin- 
full practiſes:Which that it may doe, 
Goc,Father,Son,and holy Ghoſt,in 
. whoſt holy Name we are baptized, 
follow it with his bleſſing, | Amen. 
BINDS. 
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